City of Bellingham
Climate Action Committee Agenda
November 23, 2020, 1:30 PM
Mayor Seth Fleetwood
Council Members, Hannah Stone, Chair
Daniel Hammill, Pinky Vargas

Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org
www.cob.org/council
All meetings are held in the City Hall Council Chambers at
210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA, unless otherwise noted.

Council members will participate in this meeting remotely through an online web-based
meeting platform. Per Washington State Proclamation 20-28, in-person attendance at
meetings is prohibited at this time.
Council meetings are streamed live via the City’s website at meetings.cob.org and on the City’s
YouTube channel. Meetings are broadcast in high definition on BTV on Comcast channel 321,
and in standard definition on Comcast channel 10. Members of the public who do not have
cable or Internet access may contact the City Council office to receive phone numbers in order
to listen to the meeting via telephone.
Those who would like to listen in by phone can do so using any of the following phone
numbers:







(253) 215-8782
(346) 248-7799
(669) 900-6833
(301) 715-8592
(312) 626-6799
(929) 205-6099

Meeting ID: 930 7031 1033
Password: 9
Call to Order
Council Standing Committee Meetings:
Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee
sessions. Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and,
when appropriate, vote on a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the
Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee Meetings identified below also serves as notice of
Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified as Council Members who are not
members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the Committee Meetings.
Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote in the order shown below:
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Climate Action
Hannah Stone, Chair
Daniel Hammill, Pinky Vargas
22505

1.

Amending the Climate Protection Action Plan

p. 3

Adjournment
Agenda Information:
Council Committee and Regular Meeting agendas and agenda packets, which contain the
supporting documentation for agenda items, are available to the public Wednesday afternoon
prior to the meeting. They are posted at https://meetings.cob.org/. Meetings are streamed live
on the internet as they occur.
Accessibility:
The Council Chambers is fully accessible. Elevator access to the second floor is available at City
Hall’s west entrance. Hearing assistance is available and a receiver may be checked out through
the clerk prior to the evening session. For additional accommodations, contact the Legislative
Assistant at 778-8200 in advance of the meeting. Thank you.
Next City Council Committee Meetings
Monday, December 7, 2020
Deadline to submit material for any public hearing for inclusion in the published agenda
packet is 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday prior to the meeting.
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City Council Agenda Bill

22505
Bill Number

Subject: Amending the Climate Protection Action Plan

Summary Statement: At the November 9th City Council Meeting, staff presented the final results of Filter 2, the Triple Bottom
Line Plus (TBL+) Analysis (see the November 9th packet for more information) and recommended ten additional measures be
advanced for inclusion into the 2018 adopted Climate Action Plan. Council requested staff make revisions to the resolution and
bring it back to Council for approval.

Previous Council Action: Adoption of the 2018 Climate Action Plan and subsequent passage of Resolution (2018-06)
establishing the Climate Action Task Force. Task Force presented their Final Report in December 2019
Fiscal Impact: The fiscal impact of recommendations in the Task Force Report and measures in the 2018 Climate
Action Plan ranges from a few thousand dollars to several hundred million
Funding Source: Measures will likely impact all City Funds including the General Fund
Attachments:
1. CLIMATE ACTION_CAP_RESOLUTION

Meeting Activity
Committee Briefing Vote Requested

Meeting Date
11/23/2020

Recommendation
Pass Resolution

Presented By
Eric Johnston, PW Director

Time
5 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Council Committee:
Climate Action Committee

Council Action:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Renee LaCroix, Assistant PW Director, Natural Resources Division 360778-7966
Reviewed By
Department
Date
Eric C. Johnston
Public Works
11/17/2020
Rick M. Sepler
Planning & Community Development
11/17/2020
Matthew T. Stamps
Legal
11/17/2020
Seth M. Fleetwood
Executive
11/17/2020
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RESOLUTION NO.
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE 2018 CLIMATE PROTECTION ACTION PLAN TO
INCLUDE ADDITIONAL POLICIES AS RECOMMENDED BY STAFF AFTER REVIEW AND
ANALYSIS OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM CLIMATE
ACTION TASK FORCE

WHEREAS, climate change, if unchecked, will have ever increasing impacts on
human health, natural systems, wildlife, and infrastructure, creating mounting costs for
individuals, communities, businesses, and local governments; and
WHEREAS, the scientific consensus demands we limit global temperature
increases below 1.5 degrees Celsius to avoid the most destructive and dangerous effects
of climate change; and
WHEREAS, an important first step toward achieving 100% renewable energy is to
set a public long-term renewable energy target to demonstrate political commitment, and
to provide both stakeholders and the community with an understanding of the long-term
vision for the City of Bellingham ("City"); and
WHEREAS, "renewable energy" is herein defined as energy derived from
hydrogen, wind power sited in ecologically responsible ways, solar, existing and lowimpact hydroelectric, geothermal, biogas (including biogas produced from biomass), and
ocean/wave technology sources; and
WHEREAS, "renewable energy" specifically excludes energy derived from fossil
fuels, nuclear, biomass feedstocks sourced from state and federal lands, hydrogen
produced from fossil fuels, and incineration of municipal and medical waste; and
WHEREAS, Washington State has already experienced long-term warming,
longer and more intense fire seasons, sea level rising along most of the coast, ocean
acidification, and decline in glacial area and spring snowpack; and
WHEREAS, the State Department of Ecology has reported that, "human caused
climate change poses and immediate and urgent threat"; and
WHEREAS, economists have concluded that Washington's families and
businesses are likely to incur billions of dollars of annual economic costs if communities
fail to drive reductions in greenhouse gas pollution. These economic impacts include
increased energy costs, coastal and storm damage, reduced food production, increased
wildland fire, and increased public health costs; and

City of Bellingham
City Attorney
210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225
360-778-8270

CAP_Resolution_11.23_FINAL.docx (1)
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WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham municipal government is responsible to
promote the public health and safety of its residents including access to clean air, clean
water, and a livable environment; and
WHEREAS, the entire community will be impacted by climate change; and
communities facing socioeconomic and health inequities (such as youth, elders,
communities of color, and low-income) will suffer disproportionately, requiring the City to
invest in resilience that is proportionate and accountable to these Communities; and
WHEREAS, since time immemorial, the Coast Salish People have called home
and been the stewards of what is now recognized as the City of Bellingham, and we shall
all follow their example; and
WHEREAS, the Coast Salish People depend on healthy ecosystems for
subsistence, and are disproportionately impacted by climate change threatening the
health of fish, crustacean, and shellfish populations in the Salish Sea; and
WHEREAS, since 2005, the City of Bellingham Mayors and Councils have
declared support for local, state, national, indigenous, and international commitments to
further reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and
WHEREAS, in 2007 the Bellingham City Council passed Resolution 2007-10
adopting greenhouse gas reduction targets and a Climate Protection Action Plan to
achieve those targets; and
WHEREAS, many of the measures proposed or underway in 2007 have been
implemented, and the City exceeded the 2012 targets at both the municipal and
community levels, and is on track to meet the 2020 municipal emissions reduction target;
and
WHEREAS, the transition to 100% renewable energy will provide a range of
benefits, including improved air quality, enhanced public health, increased national and
energy security, local jobs, reduced reliance on finite resources, and will bring tangible
benefits to low-income residents and others who have historically been disadvantaged by
our energy system; and
WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham has shown its commitment, declaring
ambitious climate action goals commensurate with its obligations as a signatory of
multiple international climate agreements, including the We Are Still In Declaration, the
City's Climate Protection Action Plan, the Compact of Mayors, 100% Clean Energy, and
Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI) Cities for Climate Protection; and

City of Bellingham
City Attorney
210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225
360-778-8270

CAP_Resolution_11.23_FINAL.docx (2)

-5-

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham recognizes that while it is desirable and
beneficial to set aggressive targets and transition to 100% renewable energy quickly,
there are numerous financial, technological and societal challenges that need to be
addressed, including capacity; and
WHEREAS, the City’s original 2007 Climate Protection Action Plan was updated in
2018 and adopted as policy by the Bellingham City Council under Resolution 2018-06; and
WHEREAS, the Climate Action Task Force was formed in 2018 to recommend
additional policies to accelerate the reduction of greenhouse gases; and
WHEREAS, in December 2019 the Climate Action Task Force presented their report
of recommended policies the City could undertake to further reduce community greenhouse
gas emissions beyond the current targets in the adopted 2018 Climate Action Plan; and
WHEREAS, staff have conducted analysis of all Climate Action Task Force
recommendations, developed a process for assessing which of the recommended polices to
advance for further consideration, and undertaken additional research on the feasibility of ten
measures for inclusion in the 2018 Climate Protection Action Plan as policy of the City of
Bellingham; and
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BELLINGHAM:
The Climate Protection Action Plan will be amended to include the ten measures listed below
in order to accelerate the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from Municipal and
Community sources. Development of programs to implement each of these policies will strive
to mitigate and lessen impacts to Bellingham’s housing costs, jobs, and energy infrastructure.
1) Create Efficiency Requirements for Owner-Occupied Residences
This policy allows for development of a new program to substantially expand
residential energy efficiency and weatherization in owner-occupied homes in
Bellingham.
2) Electrify New Buildings
This policy allows for development of an implementation plan for requiring the
electrification of all new buildings built in Bellingham.
3) Encourage Statewide Ban on Internal Combustion Engines (ICE)
This policy allows for support of a state-wide ban on the sale of ICE passenger and
light-duty vehicles by 2030 through 1) submitting a letter of Council support for a state
legislative bill and 2) leading the formation of a coalition of other cities and interest
groups in support of the bill.
City of Bellingham
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4) Create Bellingham Clean Energy Fund
This policy allows for the development of a new funding source to advance measures
within the Climate Protection Action Plan and other connected activities using
Greenways Levies as a potential funding model. Note: The COB Carbon Fund would
gather revenue through the sale of locally generated carbon offsets whereas the
Bellingham Clean Energy Fund could use a variety of sources for revenue.
5) Evaluate COB and PSE Community-Wide Green Direct
This policy allows for further discussions with PSE to develop a new partnership to
provide low carbon renewable electricity for all Bellingham residents.
6) Promote Electric and Hybrid Vehicles
This policy allows for the development of an implementation plan for lowering costs
for electric vehicle (EV) ownership by investigating interest from stakeholders
(dealerships, manufacturers, utilities, other jurisdictions, and City residents) in
developing a Group Buy or EV Discount Program, and by considering the legal and
procedural process for eliminating local sales tax for EVs where State exemptions do
not apply.
7) Support Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Financing
This policy allows for the acceleration of energy efficiency in commercial buildings by
sending a letter to the Whatcom County Council and Executive in support of the
development of a Whatcom County C-PACER program and providing ongoing City
support.
8) Create COB Carbon Fund
This policy allows for development of a potential Carbon Fund for the City of
Bellingham through research on carbon sequestration markets and assessment of
forested City properties for internal accounting of carbon offsets. Note: The COB
Carbon Fund would gather revenue through the sale of locally generated carbon
offsets whereas the Bellingham Clean Energy Fund could use a variety of sources for
revenue.
9) High-Density Development
The Bellingham Comprehensive Plan supports higher-density development with
parks, monuments, schools, and other public amenities (Policy LU-6). This policy
allows the City to continue to implement and seek new, innovative tools to achieve a
healthy mix of housing that is affordable to a wide range of incomes.
10) Increase Density in Transition/Residential Multi-Family (a.k.a. Missing Middle)
Zones
This policy allows for development of a housing type that addresses issues
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associated with transition areas located between dense housing and commercial uses
and single-family residential zones.

PASSED by the Council this

day of

, 2020.

Council President

APPROVED by me this

day of

, 2020.

Mayor
ATTEST:
Finance Director

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Office of the City Attorney
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