


Bellingham Speed Limit Setting Methodology (Primary, Secondary, and Collectors)

The proposed speed limit changes for primary, secondary and collector roadways are summarized in Figure 13.

In additional to the general changes identified on Figure 13, speed limit decreases are proposed on
key roadways such as Lakeway Drive, lowa Street, Alabama Street, and Old Fairhaven Parkway.

The recommended speed limit changes for the primary, secondary and collector
network will be reviewed by City Council in early 2026 for adoption.
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Figure 13. Proposed Speed Limit Changes for Primary, Secondary and Collector Roadways

-61-

City of Bellingham Citywide Speed Limit Study | 26



O

Other Considerations



5 Other Considerations

Recent state law changes (RCW 46.61) now allow agencies to set speeds on
residential roadways as low as 20 mph as a policy decision, without the need
for an engineering study. Additionally, recently state law changes now allow
local agencies to designate roadways as “Shared Streets” with maximum
speed limits as 20 mph. These two state law changes are discussed below.

Speed Limits on Residential Streets

In addition to the modifications made to the primary, Under the provisions of RCW 46.61.415, local
secondary, and collector roadways, potential jurisdictions are granted the authority to establish
adjustments to local residential street speed limits a maximum speed limit of 20 mph without

were also considered. Residential streets are those necessitating an extensive engineering or traffic
that are not designated as primary, secondary, or investigation. The roadways shown Figure 14 would
collectors and were not included in any of the three all be candidates for a 20 mph speed limit.
methodologies for setting speed limits. The key

characteristics of residential streets include low A 20 mph speed limit on residential streets supports
traffic volumes, more direct property access, and the safe movement all users since local streets tend
slower vehicle speeds. The City currently maintains to have low volumes and operating speeds.

approximately 202.9 miles of residential streets.
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Figure 14. Residential Streets in Bellingham
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5 Other Considerations

This regulatory framework, allowing for a 20 mph
speed limit on local streets, has found widespread
acceptance and application across various agencies.
Noteworthy examples include the cities of Seattle, pedestrians and cyclists, and pedestrians and bicyclists
Tacoma, Bainbridge Island, and Bellevue in are largely exempt from standard right-of-way rules.
Washington State, as well as cities like Boulder, Denver, Bellingham has developed a set of criteria for how
Washington DC, Portland, and Salt Lake City. a shared streets designation would be established.

The following criteria must be met before the City of
Bellingham considers designation of a shared street.

local officials to prioritize pedestrians, bicyclists,
and micro-mobility users on shared roadways. On
these streets, vehicular traffic is required to yield to

Shared Streets

Washington State Law now allows local authorities to
designate certain streets as "shared streets" with a
maximum speed limit of 10 mph. This new law, Senate
Bill 5595, which took effect on July 27, 2025, enables

Currently, no roadways within Bellingham
are designated as shared streets.

The roadway must be a designated

The roadway must include
residential street with year-round

physical traffic calming elements

active transportation use, confirmed
by traffic count data. The traffic count
data must also confirm the following:

p The active transportation
users must account for 20%
of the total roadway users

p The roadway must have at least 1,000
ADT and not more than 5,000 ADT

The roadway must have visual
cues to drivers that indicate the
roadway is a shared space. These
visual cues should include:

) Appropriate traffic control
devices (signage/marking)

p Reduced or eliminated setbacks
p Streettrees

p Curb-less streets

p Narrow (~10ft) lanes

p Vehicle height/weight restrictions

p Reduced visual contrast
between ped/vehicle space

p Gateway features
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that ensure vehicle speeds are
limited to 10 mph, such as:

) Raised crosswalks
) Raised intersections

p 10% grade breaks on
curb less transitions

p Roundabouts to reduce speeds

Additional features should

be included to support
accessibility for vision-impaired
users. These could be:

p Guidance/wayfinding tiles

) Railings or other vertical
guiding features

p Audible speech messages
at crossing

The shared street cannot be
designated as an emergency
response route.
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6 Summary and Next Steps

The Safe Speed Study was undertaken to formulate effective speed management
strategies and posted speed limit methodologies for the City of Bellingham.
Employing a variety of industry best practice methodologies, the City’s citywide
speed limits were analyzed. Recognizing the diverse conditions and contextual
roadway classifications in Bellingham, a comprehensive speed limit-setting
strategy was crafted to integrate various roadway parameters and characteristics
when determining safe posted speed limits along different roadway segments.

The speed limit setting methodology, based on the

NACTO City Limit framework, takes into consideration

crucial factors such as nearby land use, roadway
classification, pedestrian and bicycle activity,
safety data, as well as traffic and speed data.

The speed limit setting methodology was originally
presented to Bellingham City Council on October
6, 2025. This initial presentation was to provide an

Informing road users about the
revised speed limits within city
boundaries through effective
outreach and communication
strategies. This ensures that
the community is aware of the
changes and can adjust their
driving habits accordingly.

Develop schedule for speed
limit changes and establish
dates for signage change.

update on progress and share the overall methodology.
Approval of speed limit changes will require further
council input and will likely occur in early 2026.

Should the City choose to implement speed
limit changes across its roadway network, an
implementation plan should be developed.

This would likely include several steps:

The City will need to monitor

the street to ensure that the new
speed limit can be enforced. This
can happen via the presence of

a traffic enforcement officer or
automated speed safety cameras
as allowed by RCW 46.63.220.

It is recommended that the city
coordinate with Bellingham
Police Department to evaluate the
feasibility of targeted enforcement
in the absence of a traffic unit.

Considering additional traffic
calming measures to adapt drivers
to the new speed limits, especially in
areas where existing 85th percentile
speeds were already more than 5
mph over the existing speed limit.
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Bellingham Transportation Commission
Transportation Commission Resolution 2026-04

The Transportation Commission (TC) has reviewed and endorses the Speed Limit
Ordinance and recommends approval to the City Council.

PASSED by the City of Bellingham Transportation Commission
this 14th day of April, 2026.

Signed
Tim Wilder, Chair
City of Bellingham Transportation Commission
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4/14/2026 6:00 PM
Agenda ltem Meeting

Subject:
City Owned Electric Vehicle Chargers Rate Update

Summary:
Review of a proposal for an update to the rates for using City owned electric vehicle (EV) chargers. The City owns and
operates both level 2 and level 3 EV chargers. EV Charger rates were last set in 2022 by City Council Resolution 2022-
20.

Previous Action:

Recommendation:

Information/Discussion

Attachments: 1. RESOLUTION NO. 2022-20

Activity: Clearances Date

Public Meeting

Category:
NA

Presenter:
Seth Vidana

Time Estimate:
30

Staff Contact:
Seth Vidana
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RESOLUTION NO. 2022-20

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON ADOPTING A FEE
SCHEDULE FOR PUBLIC USE OF ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONSIN PUBLIC
PARKING FACILITIES OWNED OR CONTROLLED BY THE CITY

WHEREAS, City Council added a new Chapter 11.37 to the Bellingham Municipal Code in
2022 to establish policies and procedures for public use of electric vehicle charging stations
located in public parking facilities owned or controlled by the City; and

WHEREAS, BMC 11.37.040 provides for City Council to establish by periodic resolution a per
session fee for charging station use; and

WHEREAS, BMC 11.37.040 specifies that the fee shall eventually be cost-based but
authorizes City Council to establish a market-based rate for an initial pilot period during which
time city staffwill collect data on the actual cost of establishing and operating the service; and

WHEREAS, city staff conducted research regarding median electric vehicle charging fees per
kWh in Whatcom County; and

WHEREAS, City Council finds it is in the best interest of the City to impose the market-based
charging rates set forth herein for an initial pilot period, not to exceed 36 months from the date
ofadoption of this resolution.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BELLINGHAM THAT:

The fee for public use of electric vehicle charging stations located in public parking facilities
owned or controlled by the City of Bellingham shall be comprised of the following Base Rate
plusapplicable Surcharges.

Rate Type Rate

Base Rate $0.25 per kWh
Surcharge $1.00 per session
for use of DC Fast Charger

Surcharge $1.50 per hour

for parking in Pay to Park lots and
metered parking (only during hours of

enforcement)
Surcharge $0.25 per minute, not to exceed
for occupying parking space after vehicle | $23.00, including a grace period of 10
charging is complete min aftercharging is complete
City of Bellingham
R
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PASSED by the Council this 7th day of November, 2022.

Council President

APPROVED by me this &5 day of NOV&oe( , 2022.

ATTEST:

he (thy (Aty/rney

City of Bellingham

City Attorne
RESOLUTION - Page 2 210tl)_10ttie Strget
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4/14/2026 6:00 PM
Agenda ltem Meeting

Subject:
Draft transportation Improvement Plan (TIP)

Summary:
First presentation of draft Draft 2027-2032 6-year Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). The TIP is required by state
law to be prepared, approved and transmitted to WSDOT each year by June 30. The TC will have the opportunity to
review and discuss the draft TIP at this meeting. The final TIP will be presented at the May meeting for recommendation
to City Council. City Council will then conduct a Public Hearing in June with a goal of approving the TIP by the June 30
deadline.

Previous Action:
Recommendation of 2026-2031 TIP at May 2025 meeting

Recommendation:
Information/Discussion

Attachments:

Activity: Clearances Date

Public Meeting

Category:
NA

Presenter:
Tim Hohmann, Assistant Director -
Transportation

Time Estimate:
30

Staff Contact:
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Tim Hohmann, Assistant Director -
Transportation

-75-



