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R e c r e a t i o n

PROGRAM AREA 6

GOAL: Provide access to recreational opportunities that
are consistent with watershed health, water quality, and
land management goals.

2025-2029
Estimated

Investments:
$6.2 million

Reporting Metrics
Number and type of informational materials sent to watershed
residents per year (see Program Area 9: Education & Engagement) 
Number of interpretive or informational materials installed,
maintained, or distributed per year 

6.5.2 Engage recreational user groups (e.g. hikers, mountain
bikers, horseback riders, boaters, etc.) in practices that protect
water quality and those that negatively impact water quality.  

Relevant Resources

Whatcom County Parks and Recreation - Reconveyance 
Lookout Mountain Forest Preserve and Lake Whatcom Park
Recreational Trail Plan 
Whatcom County Comprehensive Parks, Recreation and Open
Space Plan 
City of Bellingham Comprehensive Parks, Recreation and Open
Space Plan 

6.5.1 Educate watershed residents and visitors about recreational
practices that protect water quality and those that negatively
impact water quality.  

Public Information and Stewardship

Provide watershed stewardship information to recreational users.
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https://www.whatcomcounty.us/625/Lake-Whatcom-Reconveyance
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/3602/Lookout-Mountain-Forest-Preserve
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/3602/Lookout-Mountain-Forest-Preserve
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/651/Comprehensive-Parks-Recreation-Open-Spac
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/651/Comprehensive-Parks-Recreation-Open-Spac
https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-pro-plan.pdf
https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-pro-plan.pdf
https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-pro-plan.pdf
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A q u a t i c  I n v a s i v e
S p e c i e s

PROGRAM AREA 7

GOAL: Prevent new aquatic invasive species (AIS)
introductions to Lake Whatcom and reduce impacts
associated with established invasive species.

2025-2029
Estimated

Investments:
$4.4 million

Implement prevention programs to minimize introduction and spread
of AIS into Lake Whatcom and nearby waterbodies. 

7.1.1. Implement mandatory watercraft inspection and
decontamination program at Lake Whatcom and Lake Samish. 

7.1.2 Inform watershed residents, boaters, and other lake visitors
about AIS issues and engage them in prevention activities through
informational materials, online education tools (including AIS
Awareness Course), community events and public meetings, and
in-person conversations during inspections. 

7.1.3 Increase signage at informal hand launch locations. 

7.1.4 Continue regular boat patrols by Whatcom County Sheriff’s
Office to provide boater and AIS education and enforcement. 

Summary
The LWMP launched the AIS Prevention Program in 2012 with the
goal of preventing the introduction of zebra and quagga mussels and
other aquatic invasive species to Lake Whatcom. 

Through the program, all boats must be inspected by trained staff
and receive a permit prior to recreating on Lake Whatcom. AIS staff
also monitor a few Whatcom County lakes to detect the presence
and absence of new AIS infestations. 

Objectives

Prevention
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https://whatcomboatinspections.com/aquatic-invasive-species
https://whatcomboatinspections.com/

