
City of Bellingham
Public Works and Natural Resources Committee Agenda
April 22, 2019, 10:00 AM

Mayor Kelli Linville
Council Members Gene Knutson, Chair
Terry Bornemann, April Barker

Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org 
www.cob.org/council 
All meetings are held in the City Hall Council Chambers at 
210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA, unless otherwise noted.

Call to Order

Council Standing Committee Meeting
Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee 
sessions. Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, 
when appropriate, vote on a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the 
Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee Meetings identified below also serves as notice of 
Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified as Council Members who are not 
members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the Committee Meetings. 
Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the 
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote in the order shown below:

Public Works and Natural Resources
Gene Knutson, Chair
Terry Bornemann, April Barker

22278 1. Proposed Removal of On-Street Parking on W. Chestnut Street to 
Install Bike Lanes

p. 3

22279 2. An Ordinance Regarding Public Works Permits for Use of the Right-of-
Way: Repealing Chapter 6.08 (Carnivals and Sidewalk Vending); 
Amending Chapter 13.12 (Street Obstruction Permits); and Repealing 
and Replacing Chapter 13.14 (Right-of-Way Use Permits)

p. 5

22280 3. Resolution Setting Right-of-Way Use Permit Fees p. 16

21791 4. Climate Action Plan and Climate Action Plan Task Force Progress 
Report

p. 22

Adjournment
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Agenda Information:
Council Committee and Regular Meeting agendas and agenda packets, which contain the 
supporting documentation for agenda items, are available to the public Wednesday afternoon 
prior to the meeting. They are posted at https://meetings.cob.org/. Meetings are streamed live 
on the internet as they occur.

Accessibility:
The Council Chambers is fully accessible. Elevator access to the second floor is available at City 
Hall’s west entrance. Hearing assistance is available and a receiver may be checked out through 
the clerk prior to the evening session. For additional accommodations, contact the Legislative 
Assistant at 778-8200 in advance of the meeting. Thank you.

Next City Council Committee Meetings
Monday, April 22, 2019

Deadline to submit material for any public hearing for inclusion in the published agenda 
packet is 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday prior to the meeting.

- 2 -

https://meetings.cob.org/
https://www.cob.org/btvlive


22278

Bill Number
Subject: Proposed Removal of On-Street Parking on W. Chestnut Street to Install Bike Lanes

Summary Statement: The 2019 TBD non-motorized improvement project (ES-0547) will remove a driving lane and install buffer 
protected bike lanes on W. Chestnut between Railroad Avenue and Key Street.  During design, it was determined that removal of 
on-street parking would allow the installation of bike lanes on W. Chestnut to connect bike infrastructure from Bay Street to 
Railroad Avenue.  Public Works proposes to remove a total of five parking stalls from both sides of W. Chestnut Street to install 
bike lanes in summer of 2019. On April 9, 2019 the Bellingham Transportation Commission voted unanimously to recommend 
that the City Council vote to remove parking along W. Chestnut between Bay Street and Railroad Avenue.

Previous Council Action: 2014 approval of Bicycle Master Plan, approval of 2019-2024 TIP

Fiscal Impact: N/A - already incorporated into ES-0547 - 2019 TBD non-motorized improvements project

Funding Source: Fund (161) TBD
Attachments:  1. CHESTNUT PARKING REMOVAL RESOLUTION 2019.04.22 - ES-0547

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Committee Briefing - 
Vote Requested

4/22/2019 Vote to Approve Ted Carlson, PW Director 5 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Chad Schulhauser, Assistant Public Works Director 360-778-7910

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 
Public Works and Natural Resources 
Committee

Ted A. Carlson Public Works 4/11/2019

Matthew T. Stamps Legal 4/15/2019
Council Action:

Kelli J. Linville Executive 4/16/2019

City Council Agenda Bill
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22279

Bill Number
Subject: An Ordinance Regarding Public Works Permits for Use of the Right-of-Way: Repealing 
Chapter 6.08 (Carnivals and Sidewalk Vending); Amending Chapter 13.12 (Street Obstruction 
Permits); and Repealing and Replacing Chapter 13.14 (Right-of-Way Use Permits)

Summary Statement: The public right-of-way is managed primarily for transportation, but also for secondary uses such as 
construction activity or temporary uses, including sidewalk cafes and food trucks. There are several chapters within the BMC 
which address these uses. The purpose of this ordinance is to update and clarify the permitting requirements for each chapter, 
and facilitate entrepreneurial activities and activation of the public realm in a matter that is protective of public health, safety and 
convenience.

Previous Council Action: Approval of the City Center Implementation Strategy (2014) which directed staff to review 
and update these regulations

Fiscal Impact: Staff time, provided within the 2019-2020 Budget and allocated via the departmental work programs

Funding Source: General Fund
Attachments:  1. STAFF MEMO

2. DRAFT ORDINANCE

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Committee Briefing - 
Vote Requested

4/22/2019 Pass Ordinance Ted Carlson, PW and Darby 
Cowles, PCDD

5 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Darby Cowles, Planning and Community Development, 360-778-8300

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 
Public Works and Natural Resources 
Committee

Rick M. Sepler Planning & Community Development 4/15/2019

Matthew T. Stamps Legal 4/15/2019
Council Action:

Kelli J. Linville Executive 4/16/2019

City Council Agenda Bill
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MEMORANDUM

TO: CITY COUNCIL

 MAYOR KELLI LINVILLE

FROM:  DARBY COWLES, SENIOR PLANNER

CC:      BRENT BALDWIN, DEVELOPMENT MANAGER, PUBLIC WORKS

KURT NABBEFELD, DEVELOPMENT MANAGER, PLANNING AND CD

SUBJECT: REPEAL AND REPLACEMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY USE ORDINANCE – BMC 13.14

DATE: APRIL 8, 2019

Activity within the public realm is an important part of creating vibrant commercial districts. 
The City of Bellingham has historically supported uses such as sidewalk cafes and 
vendors within urban villages. Other emerging uses, such as food trucks and parklets, 
have created new business opportunities and resulted in new stand-alone rules and 
processes for approvals.

The City Center Implementation Strategy (2014) identified that these types of activities 
should be reviewed under a unified set of regulations, with consistent application review 
processes and standardized fees to increase efficiency and provide clarity for applicants. 
Regulations also ensure these activities maintain the safe and orderly use of public space 
and do not interfere with previously-approved businesses.

Several pilot projects, including a parklet pilot (part of the downtown planning activities in 
2012) and an onstreet food truck pilot (2017) informed the new regulations for these uses, 
along with research of best standard practices nationally. Feedback and reviews from 
these tests helped inform the new rules and standards. The WA State Food Truck 
Association, Downtown Bellingham Association, Hospitality Resource Alliance, Fairhaven 
Merchants Association and Fountain District Business Association also participated and 
commented on the development of the new ordinance and guide.

This project includes adoption of a new ordinance – BMC 13.14 – replacing the existing 
right-of-way use chapter, adoption of a policy guide outlining specific requirements for 
each use, and an updated fee resolution establishing application and renewal fees. The 
project has been a collaboration between Planning and Community Development, Public 
Works, Legal, and Fire Departments.

City of Bellingham 
210 Lottie Street 

Bellingham, WA  98225 
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Ordinance - 1 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON REGARDING 
PUBLIC WORKS PERMITS FOR USE OF CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY; AMENDING THE 
BELLINGHAM MUNICIPAL CODE AS FOLLOWS: REPEALING CHAPTER 6.08 
(CARNIVALS AND SIDEWALK VENDING); AMENDING CHAPTER 13.12 (STREET 
OBSTRUCTION PERMITS); AND REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 13.14 
(RIGHT-OF-WAY USE PERMITS)

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham manages public rights-of-way within its jurisdiction for the 
primary purpose of transportation and for many secondary uses, which include (1) the construction 
or installation of permanent improvements such as private utility side services which require 
ground disturbance work and (2) uses which are more temporary in nature and generally do not 
involve ground disturbance work, including sidewalk cafés, food trucks, and encroachments 
associated with work on adjacent properties, such as scaffolding, staging, fencing and dumpsters; 
and

WHEREAS, the City desires to update and clarify the permitting requirements that apply to 
certain secondary uses of the right-of-way, including as follows: 

1. Amend Chapter 13.12 (Street Obstruction Permits) to clarify that its requirements apply to 
the construction or installation of permanent improvements and/or the performance of ground 
disturbance work in the right-of-way; and

2. Repeal and replace Chapter 13.14 (Right-of-Way Use Permits) to clarify that its 
requirements apply to temporary right-of-way uses which do not involve significant ground 
disturbance work, including sidewalk cafés, food trucks, and encroachments associated with 
work on adjacent properties, such as scaffolding, staging, fencing and dumpsters, and also to 
update the chapter’s requirements and procedures to align with current permitting practices; 
and

3. Repeal Chapter 6.08 (Sidewalk Vending); sidewalk vending is subject to Chapter 13.14 
(Right-of-Way Use Permits); and

WHEREAS, amendments to Chapter 13.14 reflect the City’s commitment, memorialized in the 
Bellingham Comprehensive Plan, to support efforts to enhance quality of life amenities and 
encourage an environment supportive of entrepreneurial activities and activation of the public 
realm through the adoption of code provisions that support commercial and leisure uses of the 
right-of-way in a manner that is protective of public health, safety and convenience; and 
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Ordinance - 2 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

WHEREAS, other chapters of the Bellingham Municipal Code which regulate other specific right 
of way uses, including, but not limited to, Chapter 13.13 (Special Events), Chapter 13.15 (Utilities 
and Telecommunications Franchises), and Chapter 13.16 (Small Cell Permits), are not affected by 
this Ordinance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM DOES 
HEREBY ORDAIN THAT: 

Section 1. BMC 6.08 - Business Licenses - Carnivals and Sidewalk Vending - is Repealed. 

BMC Chapter 6.08 - "Business Licenses - Carnivals and Sidewalk Vending" is hereby repealed in 
its entirety.

Section 2. BMC 13.12 – Street Obstruction Permits – is Amended.

BMC Chapter 13.12 – Street Obstruction Permits – is amended as follows:

13.12.010 Street obstruction permit required.
 
A. A street obstruction permit, issued by the public works department on written application, 
is required for all work involving the construction or installation of permanent improvements 
and/or the performance of ground disturbance work conducted in the city’s alley or street rights-
of-way, whether developed or undeveloped, in all cases except those projects governed by a written 
contract between the city and the person conducting the work, or activities authorized covered by 
a right-of-way use permit issued under another chapter of the Bellingham Municipal Code, 
including, but not limited to, Chapters 13.12 (Temporary Right of Way Use Permits), 13.15 
(Utilities and Telecommunications Franchises), 13.16 (Small Cell Permits), 13.40 (Street Trees 
and Other Vegetation), and 13.52 (Driveways Giving Access to Arterial Streets).

B. Such a permit shall be required whether or not any prior improvement of the right-of-way has 
been made and the term “work” shall be liberally construed to include any kind of activity within 
the right-of-way, exclusive of that covered by BMC 13.14.010, the movement of vehicles and 
pedestrians, and work exempted by the director of public works.

BC. The director of public works has the authority to waive the permit requirement whenever the 
scope of work is small, or the work is being done adjacent to the residence of the person doing the 
work.

Section 3. BMC 13.14 - Right-of-Way Use Permits - is Repealed and Replaced.
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Ordinance - 3 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

BMC Chapter 13.14 - "Right-of-Way Use Permits" is hereby repealed and replaced in its entirety 
as follows: 

Chapter 13.14
TEMPORARY RIGHT-OF-WAY USE PERMITS

Sections:
13.14.010  Purpose
13.14.020  Definitions
13.14.030  Permit — Required
13.14.040  Permit — Application Requirements
13.14.050  Permit — Application Review
13.14.060  Permit — Term
13.14.070  Permit — Fees
13.14.080  Permit — Revocation
13.14.090  Insurance Requirements
13.14.100  Violation
13.14.110  Appeal
13.14.120  Administrative Procedures
13.14.130  Severability

13.14.010 Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to establish reasonable regulations and permit requirements for right-
of-way uses other than transportation, which are temporary in nature and do not involve significant 
ground disturbance activities, including, but not limited to, sidewalk cafés, food trucks, parklets, 
encroachments associated with work on adjacent properties, such as scaffolding, staging, and 
dumpsters, and other temporary uses or encroachments by abutting property owners or occupants.  
The requirements of this Chapter do not apply to right-of-way uses that are separately regulated or 
permitted under other chapters of this code, as identified below in Section 13.14.030(B).  

13.14.020 Definitions

In this chapter, the following definitions shall apply:

A. "Applicant" means any person who seeks a right-of-way use permit from the City under 
this chapter.

B. "Area of operation" means the area for which a right-of-way use permit has been issued.

C. "City" means the City of Bellingham.
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Ordinance - 4 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

D. "Conduct business" means that act of selling services or personal property, including 
consumable items.

E. "Director” means the public works director of the City of Bellingham

F. “Food trucks and mobile food vendors" means trucks or trailers licensed as vehicles and 
equipped with facilities for cooking and/or selling food.

G. "Newsrack" means any self-service or coin-operated box, container, storage unit or other 
dispenser installed, used, or maintained for the display and sale of newspapers or other news 
periodicals, including but not limited to area real estate guides.

H. “Parklet” means a platform constructed in a former curbside parking space that includes 
seating and/or other amenities.

I. “Permit” means a permit issued pursuant to this chapter by the public works department.

J. “Person” means any individual, receiver, assignee, firm, co-partnership, joint venture, 
corporation, company, joint stock association, society or any group of individuals acting as a unit 
whether mutual, cooperative or fraternal.

K.  “Right-of-way” means land acquired or dedicated for use as a public road, street, alley, 
and/or sidewalk, whether or not such land has been opened or improved for such use.

L. "Sidewalk café" means tables, seating, and other amenities such as umbrellas, landscaping 
or fencing adjacent to a lawfully-operating business establishment in or on the public right-of-way, 
maintained by the owner of such establishment for the use of patrons of the business.

M. "Sidewalk vendor" shall mean any person not associated with an adjacent business engaged 
in selling, offering for sale or distributing food or other products on a public sidewalk.

N. "Traffic" means circulation or movement of vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians.

13.14.030 Permit — Required

A. Except as provided in subpart B below, a temporary right-of-way use permit is required for 
any temporary use of a right-of-way that interferes with the free use, but the public, of such right-
of-way.  Such a permit is required for improved and unimproved rights-of-way.  

B. Exemptions.  The requirements of this chapter do not apply to the following:

1. Activities permitted under other chapters of the Bellingham Municipal Code, 
including Chapters 6.10 (Ambulances), 6.17 (Cable Television), 6.54 (Taxicabs and For-
Hire Vehicles), 6.55 (Transportation Network Company Services), 13.12 (Street 
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Ordinance - 5 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

Obstruction Permits), 13.13 (Special Events), 13.15 (Utilities and Telecommunications 
Franchises) 13.16 (Small Cell Permits), and 13.40 (Street Trees and Other Vegetation);

2. Displays of merchandise and portable advertising signs, placed by an abutting 
business, conforming with applicable city codes and policies;

3. Trash receptacles or street furniture placed by the city or by an abutting business or 
property owner, conforming with applicable city codes and policies;

4. Persons selling produce and other food products produced by themselves, as 
exempted by RCW 36.71.090.

5.  Placement of newsracks in the right-of-way in designated locations.

6. Those uses which the director determines will have little or no impact on the right-
of-way or adjacent properties such that the effort and expense associated with permitting 
is not warranted.

13.14.040 Permit — Application Requirements

A. Permit applications shall be on a form provided by the city which, at a minimum, shall 
require:

1. The name, address and telephone number of the applicant and the contact person;

2. A description of the intended use of the right-of-way, proposed location (abutting 
address), and dates and hours of operation;

3. If the applicant does not own or lease the abutting business or property, written 
permission of the abutting business owner(s) or, if no business is present, the abutting 
property owner(s). Such permission shall be kept current for the entire term of the permit;

4. A detailed site plan showing the proposed Area of Operation and compliance with 
requirements for pedestrian clearance and accessibility; 

5. Administrative fee;

6. Such other information as the city may deem necessary in order to adequately 
consider and address impacts to the right-of-way and adjacent properties.
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Ordinance - 6 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

13.14.050 Permit — Application Review

A. The city shall review the application and either approve, conditionally approve or deny the 
application. In deciding whether to approve, approve with conditions, or deny a permit, the city 
shall consider whether the proposed use will:

1. Unreasonably interfere with previously-approved businesses or other typical uses 
or activities within the right-of-way; 

2. Unreasonably disrupt the orderly or safe circulation of traffic as would present an 
unreasonable risk of injury or damage to the public; 

3. Unreasonably interfere with the City’s operation and maintenance of public 
infrastructure within the right-of-way;

4. Conflict with the underlying purpose and intent of the zoning district in which it is 
located.

B. The city may condition the issuance of a permit by imposing reasonable requirements 
concerning the time, place and manner of the activity as necessary to protect the safety and/or 
convenience of persons and property and the control of traffic. The city shall issue the required 
conditions in writing to the applicant.  Conditions may include, but are not limited to, requirements 
for: 

1. The provision of insurance.

2. Proper disposal of refuse or debris and/or clean-up of spills;

3. Adjusted operating hours;

4. Elimination of an activity which cannot be mitigated to a point as to ensure public 
safety and welfare, or which possesses an unacceptable level of risk to the city;

5. Accommodation of pedestrian, bicycle or vehicular parking or traffic, including 
restricting the activity to only a portion of a public place;

6. Reduction of noise and odors, including but not limited to those resulting from 
amplified music, generators, or cooking of food;

7. Storage of materials within the public right-of-way; 

8. Providing notice to, or approval from, surrounding property and/or business 
owners;

9. Securing objects within the right-of-way; 
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Ordinance - 7 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

10. Compliance with any relevant ordinance or law and obtaining any legally required 
permit(s) or license(s); or

11. Compliance with allowable permitted uses in the underlying zone.

12. Any other restriction or requirement deemed necessary to ensure public 
convenience, health, safety and welfare.

13.14.060 Permit — Term

A. Initial term.  The term of each permit issued under this chapter is at the discretion of the 
public works department but shall be a maximum of one year, subject to renewal.  The director 
may authorize an initial term in excess of one year for minor encroachments by abutting property 
owners.   

B. Renewal term(s).   Permits issued under this chapter may be renewed for successive terms 
upon application by the permit holder and payment of the applicable renewal fee, provided that all 
conditions of the original permit are currently being met, including but not limited to insurance, 
where required. 

13.14.070 Permit — Fees

All permit applications under this chapter, including renewal applications, shall be accompanied 
by a reasonable administrative fee in an amount to be determined by city council by periodic 
resolution in order to defray the cost of processing and administering the permit.   

13.14.080 Permit — Revocation

A. Responsibilities of Applicant.  The applicant is responsible for maintaining the permitted 
use of the right-of-way in accordance with all conditions of said permit. This includes providing 
current evidence of insurance coverage, when required, for the duration of the permit. Failure to 
comply with these conditions may result in revocation of the permit and additional fines, as 
authorized.

B. Any permit issued pursuant to this chapter may be summarily revoked by the city at any 
time when, by reason of disaster, riot or other emergency, the city determines that the safety of the 
public or property requires such revocation. 

C. The city may also summarily revoke any permit issued pursuant to this chapter if it finds 
that the permit has been issued based upon false information, when the permittee exceeds the scope 
of the permit, or the activities occurring under the permit are found to cause unreasonable impacts 
to public health, safety or welfare or city operations and maintenance. Notice of such action 
revoking a permit shall be delivered in writing to the permittee by personal service, or by certified 
mail to the address specified within the application.
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Ordinance - 8 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

13.13.090  Hold Harmless

As a condition to the issuance of any permit under this Chapter, the applicant shall agree to defend, 
indemnify and hold harmless the City, its officers, employees and agents, for any and all suits, 
claims or liabilities caused by, or arising out of, any negligent acts or omissions or intentional 
misconduct of the applicant, it's officers, agents, or employees in connection with the permitted 
event or activity.
 
13.14.100 Insurance Requirements

The applicant shall provide commercial general liability insurance naming the city as an additional 
insured, with minimum limits of $1,000,000 per occurrence and in the aggregate. Said coverage 
shall be primary and noncontributory and shall include a waiver of subrogation.  Certificates of 
insurance and all necessary endorsements shall be submitted to the city for approval prior to permit 
issuance. Acceptability of insurance is subject to approval by the office of the city attorney. The 
Applicant is responsible for ensuring that insurance requirements as detailed herein, or as may be 
revised, are maintained throughout the duration of the permitted right-of-way use.  The director, 
in consultation with the legal department, may waive or modify the insurance requirements 
contained herein when the permitted activity poses minimal risk to persons and property.

13.14.110 Violation

Violation of this Chapter is a civil infraction. 

13.14.120 Appeal

Any affected person may appeal the interpretation, implementation, and/or decision of the city 
concerning any aspect of this chapter to the hearing examiner.  The appeal notice shall be in writing 
and submitted to the hearing examiner within ten (10) calendar days of the date of the action or 
decision being appealed. The notice shall include, at a minimum, the following information: name, 
address, telephone number of applicant, location and type of right-of-way use involved in 
the appeal, decision being appealed, reference to any applicable code or ordinance, and a concise 
statement of the reasons for the appeal. 

13.14.130 Administrative Procedures

The city may prepare and adopt policies and/or guides for the purpose of implementing this code 
or to carry out other responsibilities as may be required by this code or other codes, ordinances of 
the city or other agencies.  Such policies and/or guides do not require approval by the city council. 

13.14.140 Severability

If any provision of this chapter or its application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, 
the remainder of the chapter or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances 
is not affected.  
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Ordinance - 9 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

PASSED by the Council this  day of , 2019.

Council President

APPROVED by me this  day of , 2019.

Mayor
ATTEST:

Finance Director

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Office of the City Attorney

Published:
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22280

Bill Number
Subject: Resolution Setting Right-of-Way Use Permit Fees

Summary Statement: Chapter 13.12 (Street Obstruction Permits) and Chapter 13.14 (Temporary Right-of-Way Use Permits) of 
the Bellingham Municipal Code regulate uses within the public right-of-way. The proposed resolution updates and clarifies the 
administrative review fees for permits required under these chapters.   This resolution is related to an ordinance amending 
Chapters 13.12 and 13.14.

Previous Council Action: City Council approval of Resolution #2004-41 in January 2005

Fiscal Impact: Application fees established to cover the costs of processing permit applications

Funding Source: Development Services Fund
Attachments:  1. DRAFT RESOLUTION

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Committee Briefing - 
Vote Requested

4/22/2019 Pass Resolution Ted Carlson, PW 5 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Darby Cowles, Planning and Community Development, 360-778-8300

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 
Public Works and Natural Resources 
Committee

Rick M. Sepler Planning & Community Development 4/15/2019

Matthew T. Stamps Legal 4/15/2019
Council Action:

Kelli J. Linville Executive 4/16/2019

City Council Agenda Bill
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RESOLUTION - 1 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

RESOLUTION NO. _____________________

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON AMENDING 
THE FEE SCHEDULE FOR PUBLIC WORKS PERMITS UNDER CHAPTER 13.12 
(STREET OBSTRUCTION PERMITS) AND CHAPTER 13.14 (TEMPORARY RIGHT 
OF WAY USE PERMITS) OF THE BELLINGHAM MUNICIPAL CODE

WHEREAS, Chapter 13.12 of the Bellingham Municipal Code (“BMC”) establishes permit 
requirements for the construction of permanent improvements and/or ground disturbance work 
within the right-of-way; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 13.14 of the BMC establishes permit requirements for temporary use of 
the right-of-way for non-transportation purposes including, but not limited to, sidewalk cafes, 
food trucks, parklets, scaffolding, construction staging, fences and dumpsters for work on 
adjacent properties, and other temporary uses or encroachments by abutting property owners or 
occupants; and

WHEREAS, both Chapters 13.12 and 13.14 establish permit application fees in an amount to 
be set by City Council by periodic resolution to cover the City’s costs in processing the 
application and administering the permit; and 

WHEREAS, City Council established permit fees for both Chapters 13.12 and 13.14 in 
Resolution #2004-41, adopted January 4, 2005 (the “Existing Fee Schedule”), a copy of which 
is attached hereto as Exhibit B; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the Existing Fee Schedule to align it with amendments 
to Chapter 13.14 made concurrently herewith by separate ordinance; and

WHEREAS, revisions to the fee schedule do not change the existing fee amounts; rather, the 
revisions simply add a renewal application fee and remove extraneous language that is 
inconsistent with the code.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BELLINGHAM THAT:

1.  City Council hereby adopts the revised fee schedule attached hereto as Exhibit A (“Revised 
Fee Schedule”) for the purpose of setting the amount of the permit application fees established 
in Chapters 13.12 and 13.14 of the Bellingham Municipal Code.   The fees established in the 
Revised Fee Schedule are intended to recoup the City’s administrative costs in processing and 
administering permits under Chapters 13.12 and 13.14 of the Bellingham Municipal Code.   
Staff may increase fees on a case-by-case basis to recover any actual costs reasonably incurred 
in excess of the amount shown. 

2.  The Revised Fee Schedule replaces and supersedes the Existing Fee Schedule, which is 
hereby repealed.  
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RESOLUTION - 2 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

PASSED by the Council this _____________ day of __________________, 2019.

Council President

APPROVED by me this _________day of _______________________, 2019.

Mayor

ATTEST:

Finance Director

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Office of the City Attorney
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RESOLUTION - 3 City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

EXHIBIT A

Street Obstruction Permit Fee Schedule
Activities permitted under BMC 13.12

Type of permit Fee
Awning $35
Culvert/storm $50
Utility service $35
Utility main $85.00 per 350 feet
Other $50

Temporary Right of Way Use Permit Fee Schedule
Activities permitted under BMC 13.14

Area Occupied
Number of Days Permit Valid < 1,000 square feet > 1,000 square feet
5 days or less $25.00 $35.00
6 days to 90 days $40.00 $90.00
More than 90 days $150.00 $300.00
Annual renewal fee (if applicable) $50.00 $50.00
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RESOLUTION NO. 2004-41 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A FEE SCHEDULE FOR PUBLIC WORKS PERMITS AS 
PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE. 

WHEREAS, BMC Chapters 13.12.020 and 13.14.020 requires the City to collect fees 
for various Public Works permits; and 

WHEREAS, Council has previously established the fee schedule by ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the ordinance requires the fees to be established by Council resolution; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BELLINGHAM: 

The following Public Works permit fee schedule, attached as Exhibit "A," and provided 
for in BMC Sections 13.12.020 and 13.14.020 is hereby adopted, effective January 1, 2005. 

PASSED by the Council this 13th day of December , 2004. 

~t1/Mf;i 
Council P sident 

~ ?,&S" 
APPROVED by me this l{ day of _ __,~=-:...::._ __ ~· 

RESOLUTION Re PW Permit Fee Schedule (1) 

~L~ 
Mayor 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-676-6903 
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EXHIBIT A 

Street Obstruction Permit Fee Schedule 

Street obstruction permit 

Awning 

Culvert/storm 

Utility Service 

Utility Main 

Other* 

*Other permits in right-of-way include: 
Fence 
Sidewalk Cafe 
Walls 
Ramps 
Parking pads 
Curbing 
Sidewalks 
Test holes 
Special motor vemcle pennit 

Temporary right-of-way use pennit 

NumlJer of days permit valid 

current 

less than 5 days $20.00 

5 days to 90 days $50.00 

more than 90 days $200.00 
(no maximum time) 

Current fee 

$25.00 

$25.00 

$25.00 

$75.00/per 350' 

$25.00 

Proposed fee 

$35.00 

$50.00 

$35.00 

$85.00/per 350' 

$50.00 

Area occupied. 

>1000 s.f. <1000 s.f. 
proposed current 

$35.00 $10.00 

$90.00 $25.00 

$300.00 $100.00 

proposed 

$25.00 

$40.00 

$150.00 
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21791

Bill Number
Subject: Climate Action Plan and Climate Action Plan Task Force Progress Report

Summary Statement: In March of 2018, the City Council adopted the Climate Action Plan 2018 Update, and in May 2018 
passed Resolution 2018-06 which established the Climate Action Plan Task Force to determine the feasibility, costs, and impacts 
of the Council’s ambitions to use 100% renewable energy for all municipal and community electricity, heating and transportation 
by 2035. The resolution also directed the Administration to report back to Council annually on the activities and progress toward 
the 2018 Climate Action Plan targets. This report will include progress on implementing the Climate Action Plan and an overview 
of the work of the Task Force.

Previous Council Action: Adopted the 2007 Climate Action Plan, Adopted the 2018 Revised Climate Action Plan, 
Established the Climate Action Plan Task Force via Resolution 2018-06

Fiscal Impact: TBD

Funding Source: Various City Funds
Attachments:  1. CAP TASK FORCE STAFF REPORT

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Mayor's Report - 
Information Only

4/22/2019 Information Only Ted Carlson, PW Director 20 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Renee LaCroix, Assistant PW Director

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 
Public Works and Natural Resources 
Committee

Ted A. Carlson Public Works 4/15/2019

Matthew T. Stamps Legal 4/15/2019
Council Action:

Kelli J. Linville Executive 4/16/2019

City Council Agenda Bill
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MEMORANDUM

TO: BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL  

FROM: CLARE FOGELSONG, PUBLIC WORKS, NATURAL RESOURCES

CC: MAYOR LINVILLE; TED CARLSON, PW DIRECTOR; RENEE LACROIX, ASSISTANT PW 
DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: PROGRESS REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CLIMATE ACTION PLAN AND A 
STATUS UPDATE ON THE CLIMATE TASK FORCE

DATE: APRIL 11, 2019

At the direction of the Bellingham City Council, the Administration is providing this update 
on actions that have been implemented in the past year to reduce the City’s carbon 
emissions and advance our commitment to meet our 100% renewable energy targets.  
Actions included in this report are representative of the City’s many initiatives to address 
the challenge of climate change.  In addition, we are reporting on the progress of the 
Climate Action Plan Task Force created by Council resolution to determine the feasibility 
of accelerating the Climate Action Plan emission reduction and 100% renewable energy 
targets.

City of Bellingham 
210 Lottie Street 

Bellingham, WA  98225 
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