
City of Bellingham
Planning and Community Development Committee Agenda
October 12, 2020, 11:00 AM

Mayor Seth Fleetwood
Council Members, Hollie Huthman, Chair
Daniel Hammill, Michael Lilliquist

Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org 
www.cob.org/council 
All meetings are held in the City Hall Council Chambers at 
210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA, unless otherwise noted.

Council members will participate in this meeting remotely through an online web-based 
meeting platform.  Per Washington State Proclamation 20-28, in-person attendance at 
meetings is prohibited at this time.  
 
Council meetings are streamed live via the City’s website at meetings.cob.org and on the City’s 
YouTube channel. Meetings are broadcast in high definition on BTV on Comcast channel 321, 
and in standard definition on Comcast channel 10.  Members of the public who do not have 
cable or Internet access may contact the City Council office to receive phone numbers in order 
to listen to the meeting via telephone.  
 
Those who would like to listen in by phone can do so using any of the following phone
numbers:

 (253) 215-8782
 (346) 248-7799
 (669) 900-6833
 (301) 715-8592
 (312) 626-6799
 (929) 205-6099

Meeting ID: 983 4751 9153

Password: 9

Call to Order

Council Standing Committee Meetings
Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee 
sessions. Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, 
when appropriate, vote on a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the 
Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee Meetings identified below also serves as notice of 
Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified as Council Members who are not 
members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the Committee Meetings. 
Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the 
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote in the order shown below:
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Planning and Community Development
Hollie Huthman, Chair
Daniel Hammill, Michael Lilliquist

22776 1. Presentation Regarding the Public-Private Partnership to Redevelop 
the Former Aloha Motel at 315 N. Samish Way Into a Mixed-Use, 
Mixed-Income Affordable Housing Development Known as Samish 
Commons

p. 3

Adjournment

Agenda Information:
Council Committee and Regular Meeting agendas and agenda packets, which contain the 
supporting documentation for agenda items, are available to the public Wednesday afternoon 
prior to the meeting. They are posted at https://meetings.cob.org/. Meetings are streamed live 
on the internet as they occur.

Accessibility:
The Council Chambers is fully accessible. Elevator access to the second floor is available at City 
Hall’s west entrance. Hearing assistance is available, and a receiver may be checked out 
through the clerk prior to the evening session. For additional accommodations, contact the 
Legislative Assistant at 778-8200 in advance of the meeting. Thank you.

Next City Council Committee Meetings
Monday, October 26, 2020

Deadline to submit material for any public hearing for inclusion in the published agenda 
packet is 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday prior to the meeting.

- 2 -

https://meetings.cob.org/
https://www.cob.org/btv


22776

Bill Number
Subject: Presentation Regarding the Public-Private Partnership to Redevelop the Former Aloha Motel 
at 315 N. Samish Way Into a Mixed-Use, Mixed-Income Affordable Housing Development Known as 
Samish Commons
Summary Statement: The City purchased 315 N Samish Way in Sept. 2015 through a settlement with the property owners after 
pursuing condemnation due to blight. The City demolished the Aloha Motel and put the site on the market by issuing a Request 
for Proposals. The Bellingham Housing Authority (BHA) was selected to redevelop the site with a mix of approximately 125 
housing units serving a range of incomes, new office headquarters, and commercial uses. The project, now underway, 
implements the community goals embodied in the Samish Way Urban Village Plan. The presentation will cover the roles of the 
City and BHA and how this partnership benefits the community.

Previous Council Action: 2009 adoption of the SWUV Plan, 2014 declaration of blight, 2015 declaration of surplus 
property, 2017 6-Year TIP, 2019 amendments to SWUV Plan, 2016, and 2019-2020 HUD Action Plans

Fiscal Impact: Approximately $5 million dollars: Phase 1 approx. $1,968,798 and Phase 2 approx. $2,025,000

Funding Source: Housing Levy
Attachments:  

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Committee Briefing - 
Information Only

10/12/2020 Information/Discussion Darby Cowles, PCDD and Jeff 
McClure, RMC Architects

20 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Darby Cowles, Planning and Community Development, 360-778-8300

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 
Planning and Community Development 
Committee

Rick M. Sepler Planning & Community Development 10/05/2020

Amy B. Kraham Legal 10/05/2020
Council Action:

Seth M. Fleetwood Executive 10/06/2020

City Council Agenda Bill
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