
City of Bellingham
City Council Special Meeting Agenda
October 14, 2024, 10:00 AM

Mayor: Kimberley Lund
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman, 
Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. “Skip” Williams, Lisa Anderson, Michael 
Lilliquist and Jace Cotton
Legislative Assistant: Jackie Weller

Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org 
Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org
https://cob.org/council 

Members of the public wishing to view the meeting in person may do so at Council Chambers on the second 
floor of City Hall, 210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA, unless otherwise noted. Council meetings are streamed 
live via the City’s website at https://cob.org/meetings and on the City’s YouTube channel at 
https://cob.org/btv. Meetings are also broadcast in high definition on BTV on Comcast channel 321, and in 
standard definition on Comcast channel 10. Members of the public who do not have cable or Internet access 
may listen to the meeting via telephone by using any of the following phone numbers:

● (253) 215-8782 ● (346) 248-7799 ● (669) 900-6833 ● (301) 715-8592 ● (312) 626-6799

Meeting ID: 857 6533 1104
Password: 9

Call to Order

24276 1. Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2066 and 
Encouraging the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot

p. 3

24277 2. Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2109 and 
Encouraging the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot

p. 8

24278 3. Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2117 and 
Encouraging the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot

p. 12

24279 4. Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2124 and 
Encouraging the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot

p. 17

24280 5. Budget Work Session – Note: Discussion of this item will take place in the Mayor’s 
Boardroom, which is also located on the second floor of City Hall, Suite 227

p. 21

Adjournment
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Agenda Information
Council Committee and Regular Meeting agendas and agenda packets, which contain the supporting 
documentation for agenda items, are available to the public Wednesday afternoon prior to the meeting. They 
are posted at https://cob.org/meetings. Meetings are streamed live at https://cob.org/btv on the internet as 
they occur

Accessibility
The Council Chambers is fully accessible. Elevator access to the second floor is available at City Hall’s west 
entrance. Hearing assistance is available, and a receiver may be checked out through the Deputy City Clerk 
prior to the evening session. For additional accommodations, contact the Council Office at 778-8200 in 
advance of the meeting. Thank you.

Next City Council Committee Meetings: Monday, October 21, 2024

Deadline to submit material for any public hearing for inclusion in the published agenda packet is 10:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday prior to the meeting.
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24276

Bill Number

Subject: Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2066 and Encouraging 
the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot

Summary Statement: In accordance with RCW 42.17A.555, the Bellingham City Council will accept public testimony and express 
a collective decision and/or vote upon a resolution expressing opposition to Washington State Initiative No. 2066 and encouraging 
the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, ballot. This initiative concerns regulating energy services, including 
natural gas and electrification, and if passed, Initiative 2066 would repeal or prohibit certain laws and regulations that discourage 
natural gas use, and/or promote electrification, and require certain utilities and local governments to provide natural gas to eligible 
customers.

Previous Council Action: N/A

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Funding Source: N/A

Attachments:  1.  RESOLUTION
2.  PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Public Hearing - Vote 
Requested

10/14/2024 Vote to Approve Council Member Hannah 
Stone

5 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Council Member Hannah Stone

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Jackie A. Weller Council Administration 10/09/2024

Alan A. Marriner Legal 10/09/2024
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/09/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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RESOLUTION (1) 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

RESOLUTION NO.   
 
 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING WASHINGTON STATE INITIATIVE NO. 2066 AND 
ENCOURAGING THE CITIZENS OF BELLINGHAM TO VOTE “NO” ON THE 
NOVEMBER 5, 2024, BALLOT 
 
WHEREAS, this resolution is expressing a collective position of the Bellingham City 
Council in opposition to Washington State Initiative No. 2066; and 
 
WHEREAS, the initiative concerns regulating energy services, including natural gas 
and electrification; and 
 
WHEREAS, if passed, the initiative would repeal or prohibit certain laws and 
regulations that discourage natural gas use, and/or promote electrification, and 
require certain utilities and local governments to provide natural gas to eligible 
customers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham is committed to ensuring a livable future for its 
residents and visitors by reducing our contributions to climate change, with a goal of 
achieving carbon neutrality by 2050; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham is committed to advancing equity, and the City 
recognizes that ‘climate justice’ is interconnected with racial justice – with many 
historically marginalized members of our community experiencing disproportionate 
impacts of climate change based on the physical attributes of the neighborhoods in 
which they live; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham is focused on protecting our community from the 
impacts of climate change, including unnaturally poor air quality, increased incidents 
of childhood asthma, extreme weather, wildfires, and threats to public health and 
ecosystems; and 
 
WHEREAS, legal precedent has recognized that there is “little basis for denying 
that climate change is occurring at an increasingly rapid pace” and that “[c]opious 
expert evidence establishes that this unprecedented rise stems from fossil fuel 
combustion and will wreak havoc on the Earth's climate if unchecked.” Juliana v. 
United States, 947 F.3d 1159, 1166 (9th Cir. 2020); and 
 
WHEREAS, the City’s efforts to ensure a livable future have been supported by 
substantial state grant awards including over $2 million in funds from the WA 
Climate Commitment Act; and  
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RESOLUTION (2) 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

WHEREAS, the factors that contribute to climate change extend far beyond 
Bellingham’s boundaries, and Washington State Initiative No. 2066, if passed, 
would prohibit statewide laws and policies that support, augment, and are in 
alignment with, the goals and objectives of the City of Bellingham’s Climate Action 
Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, Washington State Initiative No. 2066, if passed, would preempt the City 
of Bellingham’s home rule authority by preventing the City from enacting policies to 
disincentivize the use of natural gas within the City’s jurisdictional boundaries; and 
 
WHEREAS, Washington State Initiative No. 2066, if passed, stands to jeopardize 
the City’s ability to receive funds attributed to switching from natural gas to electric 
service and interrupt municipal work that could be carried out using these funds; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, on October 14, 2024, following notice and publication in accordance 
with Washington law, the City of Bellingham held a public hearing and allowed 
approximately equal amounts of time for those wishing to speak in favor of, and 
opposition to, the proposed ballot initiative. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BELLINGHAM: 
 
The Bellingham City Council hereby opposes Washington State Initiative No. 2066 
and encourages the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, 
ballot. If passed, Initiative No. 2066 will: 
 

(a) undermine statewide efforts that support, augment, and align with, the City 
of Bellingham’s Climate Action Plan;  
 

(b) preempt the City’s home rule authority to pass local laws disincentivizing 
use of natural gas; and  
 

(c) jeopardize the City’s ability to receive funds attributed to switching from 
natural gas to electric service and interrupt municipal work that could be 
carried out using these funds. 

 
 
PASSED by the Council this   day of  , 2024. 
 
 

  
Council President 
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RESOLUTION (3) 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

 
 
 
APPROVED by me this   day of  , 2024. 
 
 

  
Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST:  

Finance Director 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
  
Office of the City Attorney 
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BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, Washington 98225 

Telephone (360) 778-8200 Fax (360)778-8101 
Email: ccmail@cob.org Website: www.cob.org 

 

 

BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Notice is hereby given that the Bellingham City Council will hold four Public Hearings on October 14,  2024 at 
10:00 AM or as soon thereafter as possible during their Special City Council meeting to take public comment 
on the following: 

 
In accordance with RCW 42.17A.555, the Bellingham City Council will accept public testimony and express 
a collective decision and/or vote upon four resolutions expressing opposition to Washington State Initiatives 
and encouraging the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on each on the November 5, 2024, ballot. The four 
public hearings will be regarding: 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2066, concerning regulating energy services, including natural gas and 
electrification. If passed, Initiative 2066 would repeal or prohibit certain laws and regulations that discourage 
natural gas use, and/or promote electrification, and require certain utilities and local governments to provide 
natural gas to eligible customers. 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2109 concerning taxes. If passed, Initiative 2109 would repeal an excise tax 
imposed on the sale or exchange of certain long-term capital assets by individuals who have annual capital 
gains of over $250,000 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2117, concerning carbon tax credit trading. If passed, Initiative 2117 would 
prohibit state agencies from imposing any type of carbon tax credit trading, and repeal legislation 
establishing a cap and invest program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2124, concerning state long term care insurance. If passed, Initiative 2124 
would provide that employees and self-employed people must elect to keep coverage under RCW 50B.04, 
could opt-out any time, and would repeal a law governing an exemption for employees 

 

Detailed information can be found at: meetings.cob.org. 
 

Staff Contact: Jackie Weller, 360-778-8200, jaweller@cob.org 
 
Anyone wishing to comment on any of these items is invited to do so. Advanced testimony is encouraged 
and can be presented to the Council online (cob.org/comment), by telephone (360-778-8200), or by mail 
(210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA 98225). Anyone wishing to testify live during the public hearing can do 
so by coming in-person to the meeting in Council Chambers located on the second floor of City Hall, 210 
Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA 98225. Sign-up sheets for those who wish to speak will be available outside 
the Chambers doors between 6:30 and 7:00 PM. The City may provide accommodation for individuals with 
disabilities who wish to participate in this public hearing, including virtual participation options. Please 
contact the Council Office at (360) 778-8200 or ccmail@cob.org to request an accommodation prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Those who wish to observe the hearing may do so in-person or online via live media stream at 
meetings.cob.org. Those who would like to listen in by phone can do so by calling (253) 215 8782 and 
using Meeting ID: 857 6533 1104 and Password: 9 
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24277

Bill Number

Subject: Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2109 and Encouraging 
the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot

Summary Statement: In accordance with RCW 42.17A.555, the Bellingham City Council will accept public testimony and express 
a collective decision and/or vote upon a resolution expressing opposition to Washington State Initiative No. 2109 and encouraging 
the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, ballot. This initiative concerns taxes, and if passed, Initiative 2109 
would repeal an excise tax imposed on the sale or exchange of certain long-term capital assets by individuals who have annual 
capital gains of over $250,000.

Previous Council Action: N/A

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Funding Source: N/A

Attachments:  1.  RESOLUTION
2.  PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Public Hearing - Vote 
Requested

10/14/2024 Pass Resolution Council Member Hannah 
Stone

5 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Council Member Hannah Stone

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Jackie A. Weller Council Administration 10/09/2024

Alan A. Marriner Legal 10/09/2024
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/09/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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Resolution (1) 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

RESOLUTION NO.   
 
 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING WASHINGTON STATE INITIATIVE NO. 2109 AND 
ENCOURAGING THE CITIZENS OF BELLIGHAM TO VOTE “NO” ON THE 
NOVEMBER 5, 2024, BALLOT 
 
WHEREAS, this resolution is expressing a collective position of the Bellingham City 
Council in opposition to Washington State Initiative No. 2109; and 
 
WHEREAS, this initiative concerns taxes, and, if passed, would repeal an excise tax 
imposed on the sale or exchange of certain long-term capital assets by individuals 
who have annual capital gains of over $250,000; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2021, the Washington Legislature enacted a capital gains excise tax, 
levied at a rate of seven percent (7%) on the sale or exchange of certain long-term 
capital assets, Ch. 82.87 RCW (“the Washington State capital gains tax”), which is 
imposed on sales and exchanges of long-term capital assets by individuals with 
capital gains over $250,000; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2023, the Washington State Supreme Court ruled that the 
Washington State capital gains tax does not violate the constitutional prohibition on 
income taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, Washington’s taxation system has long been viewed as regressive – 
burdening those least available to pay – and Article IX, § 1 of the Washington State 
Constitution provides that “[i]t is the paramount duty of the state to make ample 
provision for the education of all children residing within its borders, without 
distinction or preference on account of race, color, caste, or sex; and 
 
WHEREAS, revenue from the Washington State capital gains tax is currently set to 
be deposited in the education legacy trust account and the common school 
construction account with $424 million in statewide funding projected to be allocated 
in 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, if passed, this initiative would repeal a tax set to benefit K-12 schools at 
the expense of wealthier Washingtonians and create a gap in K-12 education funding 
that will likely be shouldered at the expense of lower income taxpayers; and 
 
WHEREAS, on October 14, 2024, following notice and publication in accordance 
with Washington law, the City of Bellingham held a public hearing and allowed 
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Resolution (2) 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

approximately equal amounts of time for those wishing to speak in favor of, and 
opposition to, the proposed ballot initiative. 
 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BELLINGHAM: 
 
The City Council hereby opposes Washington State Initiative No. 2109 and 
encourages the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, ballot. 
 
Washington State capital gains tax is one of this state’s few non-regressive taxes. If 
passed, Initiative No. 2109 would repeal a tax set to benefit K-12 schools at the 
expense of wealthier Washingtonians and create a gap in K-12 education funding 
that the City anticipates will otherwise be filled through regressive funding 
mechanisms. 
 
PASSED by the Council this   day of  , 2024. 
 
 

  
Council President 

 
 
 
APPROVED by me this   day of  , 2024. 
 
 

  
Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST:  

Finance Director 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
  
Office of the City Attorney 
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BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, Washington 98225 

Telephone (360) 778-8200 Fax (360)778-8101 
Email: ccmail@cob.org Website: www.cob.org 

 

 

BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Notice is hereby given that the Bellingham City Council will hold four Public Hearings on October 14,  2024 at 
10:00 AM or as soon thereafter as possible during their Special City Council meeting to take public comment 
on the following: 

 
In accordance with RCW 42.17A.555, the Bellingham City Council will accept public testimony and express 
a collective decision and/or vote upon four resolutions expressing opposition to Washington State Initiatives 
and encouraging the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on each on the November 5, 2024, ballot. The four 
public hearings will be regarding: 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2066, concerning regulating energy services, including natural gas and 
electrification. If passed, Initiative 2066 would repeal or prohibit certain laws and regulations that discourage 
natural gas use, and/or promote electrification, and require certain utilities and local governments to provide 
natural gas to eligible customers. 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2109 concerning taxes. If passed, Initiative 2109 would repeal an excise tax 
imposed on the sale or exchange of certain long-term capital assets by individuals who have annual capital 
gains of over $250,000 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2117, concerning carbon tax credit trading. If passed, Initiative 2117 would 
prohibit state agencies from imposing any type of carbon tax credit trading, and repeal legislation 
establishing a cap and invest program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2124, concerning state long term care insurance. If passed, Initiative 2124 
would provide that employees and self-employed people must elect to keep coverage under RCW 50B.04, 
could opt-out any time, and would repeal a law governing an exemption for employees 

 

Detailed information can be found at: meetings.cob.org. 
 

Staff Contact: Jackie Weller, 360-778-8200, jaweller@cob.org 
 
Anyone wishing to comment on any of these items is invited to do so. Advanced testimony is encouraged 
and can be presented to the Council online (cob.org/comment), by telephone (360-778-8200), or by mail 
(210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA 98225). Anyone wishing to testify live during the public hearing can do 
so by coming in-person to the meeting in Council Chambers located on the second floor of City Hall, 210 
Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA 98225. Sign-up sheets for those who wish to speak will be available outside 
the Chambers doors between 6:30 and 7:00 PM. The City may provide accommodation for individuals with 
disabilities who wish to participate in this public hearing, including virtual participation options. Please 
contact the Council Office at (360) 778-8200 or ccmail@cob.org to request an accommodation prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Those who wish to observe the hearing may do so in-person or online via live media stream at 
meetings.cob.org. Those who would like to listen in by phone can do so by calling (253) 215 8782 and 
using Meeting ID: 857 6533 1104 and Password: 9 
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24278

Bill Number

Subject: Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2117 and Encouraging 
the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot

Summary Statement: In accordance with RCW 42.17A.555, the Bellingham City Council will accept public testimony and express 
a collective decision and/or vote upon a resolution expressing opposition to Washington State Initiative No. 2117 and encouraging 
the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, ballot. This initiative concerns carbon tax credit trading, and if 
passed, Initiative 2117 would prohibit state agencies from imposing any type of carbon tax credit trading, and repeal legislation 
establishing a cap and invest program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Previous Council Action: N/A

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Funding Source: N/A

Attachments:  1. RESOLUTION
2. PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Public Hearing - Vote 
Requested

10/14/2024 Pass Resolution Council Member Hannah 
Stone

5 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Council Member Hannah Stone

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Jackie A. Weller Council Administration 10/09/2024

Alan A. Marriner Legal 10/09/2024
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/09/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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Resolution (1) 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

RESOLUTION NO.   
 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING WASHINGTON STATE INITIATIVE NO. 2117 AND 
ENCOURAGING THE CITIZENS OF BELLINGHAM TO VOTE “NO” ON THE 
NOVEMBER 5, 2024, BALLOT 
 
WHEREAS, this resolution is expressing a collective position of the Bellingham City 
Council in opposition to Washington State Initiative No. 2117; and 
 
WHEREAS, this initiative concerns carbon tax credit trading; and 
 
WHEREAS, if passed, this initiative would prohibit state agencies from imposing any 
type of carbon tax credit trading, and repeal legislation establishing a cap-and-invest 
program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham is committed to ensuring a livable future for its 
residents and visitors by reducing our contributions to climate change, with a goal of 
achieving carbon neutrality by 2050; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham is also committed to advancing equity, and the 
City recognizes that ‘climate justice’ is interconnected with racial justice – with many 
historically marginalized community members experiencing disproportionate impacts 
of climate change based on the physical attributes of the neighborhoods in which 
they live; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham is focused on protecting our community from 
the impacts of climate change, including unnaturally poor air quality, extreme 
weather, wildfires, and other threats to public health and our ecosystems; and 
 
WHEREAS, legal precedent has recognized that there is “little basis for denying that 
climate change is occurring at an increasingly rapid pace” and that “[c]opious expert 
evidence establishes that this unprecedented rise stems from fossil fuel combustion 
and will wreak havoc on the Earth's climate if unchecked.” Juliana v. United States, 
947 F.3d 1159, 1166 (9th Cir. 2020); and 
 
WHEREAS, the factors that contribute to climate change extend far beyond 
Bellingham’s boundaries, and statewide laws and policies are needed to support, 
augment, and align with the goals and objectives of the City of Bellingham’s Climate 
Action Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, one such statewide policy is Washington State’s Climate Commitment 
Act – a landmark ‘cap-and-invest’ program funded by Washington’s largest carbon 
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Resolution (2) 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

emitting sources, which is designed to help Washington meet its goal of reducing 
statewide carbon emissions by 95% by 2050; and 
 
WHEREAS, Washington State’s 2023-2025 budgets have appropriated $3.2 billion in 
Climate Commitment Act auction revenues to fund numerous programs and projects 
throughout the state including a $1.5 billion investment in clean transportation, $366 
million in climate mitigation, and $345 million investment in environmental justice; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham’s efforts to ensure a livable future have been 
supported by substantial state grant awards including over $2 million in funds from 
the Climate Commitment Act; and 
 
WHEREAS, Washington State Initiative No. 2117, if passed, would repeal 
Washington’s Climate Commitment Act and, in this event, terminate the revenue 
stream upon which the awards referenced above have been funded. Washington 
State’s spending authority of $1.7 billion in Climate Commitment Act revenues for 
FY 2025 would no longer exist – resulting in a significant detrimental impact on the 
overall budget of the State of Washington; and 
 
WHEREAS, Washington State Initiative No. 2117, if passed, will jeopardize the 
ability of the City of Bellingham and community-based organizations (CBOs) to 
receive future Climate Commitment Act funds and interrupt important local work that 
could otherwise be carried out using these funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, on October 14, 2024, following notice and publication in accordance with 
Washington law, the City of Bellingham held a public hearing and allowed 
approximately equal amounts of time for those wishing to speak in favor of, and 
opposition to, the proposed ballot initiative. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BELLINGHAM: 
 
The Bellingham City Council hereby opposes Washington State Initiative No. 2117 
and encourages the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, 
ballot. If passed, Initiative No. 2117 will: 
 

(a) jeopardize the City of Bellingham’s ability to receive future Climate 
Commitment Act funds and would likely interrupt important local work that 
could otherwise be carried out using these funds,  
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Resolution (3) 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

(b) repeal a progressive statewide funding system that attributes financial 
responsibility for climate change to Washington’s largest emitting 
sources, and  

 
(c) create a statewide funding gap that the City anticipates will otherwise be 

filled through regressive funding mechanisms. 
 
 
PASSED by the Council this   day of  , 2024. 
 
 

  
Council President 

 
 
 
APPROVED by me this   day of  , 2024. 
 
 

  
Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST:  

Finance Director 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
  
Office of the City Attorney 
 
 
 

- 15 -



 

BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, Washington 98225 

Telephone (360) 778-8200 Fax (360)778-8101 
Email: ccmail@cob.org Website: www.cob.org 

 

 

BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Notice is hereby given that the Bellingham City Council will hold four Public Hearings on October 14,  2024 at 
10:00 AM or as soon thereafter as possible during their Special City Council meeting to take public comment 
on the following: 

 
In accordance with RCW 42.17A.555, the Bellingham City Council will accept public testimony and express 
a collective decision and/or vote upon four resolutions expressing opposition to Washington State Initiatives 
and encouraging the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on each on the November 5, 2024, ballot. The four 
public hearings will be regarding: 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2066, concerning regulating energy services, including natural gas and 
electrification. If passed, Initiative 2066 would repeal or prohibit certain laws and regulations that discourage 
natural gas use, and/or promote electrification, and require certain utilities and local governments to provide 
natural gas to eligible customers. 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2109 concerning taxes. If passed, Initiative 2109 would repeal an excise tax 
imposed on the sale or exchange of certain long-term capital assets by individuals who have annual capital 
gains of over $250,000 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2117, concerning carbon tax credit trading. If passed, Initiative 2117 would 
prohibit state agencies from imposing any type of carbon tax credit trading, and repeal legislation 
establishing a cap and invest program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2124, concerning state long term care insurance. If passed, Initiative 2124 
would provide that employees and self-employed people must elect to keep coverage under RCW 50B.04, 
could opt-out any time, and would repeal a law governing an exemption for employees 

 

Detailed information can be found at: meetings.cob.org. 
 

Staff Contact: Jackie Weller, 360-778-8200, jaweller@cob.org 
 
Anyone wishing to comment on any of these items is invited to do so. Advanced testimony is encouraged 
and can be presented to the Council online (cob.org/comment), by telephone (360-778-8200), or by mail 
(210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA 98225). Anyone wishing to testify live during the public hearing can do 
so by coming in-person to the meeting in Council Chambers located on the second floor of City Hall, 210 
Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA 98225. Sign-up sheets for those who wish to speak will be available outside 
the Chambers doors between 6:30 and 7:00 PM. The City may provide accommodation for individuals with 
disabilities who wish to participate in this public hearing, including virtual participation options. Please 
contact the Council Office at (360) 778-8200 or ccmail@cob.org to request an accommodation prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Those who wish to observe the hearing may do so in-person or online via live media stream at 
meetings.cob.org. Those who would like to listen in by phone can do so by calling (253) 215 8782 and 
using Meeting ID: 857 6533 1104 and Password: 9 
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24279

Bill Number

Subject: Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2124 and Encouraging 
the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot

Summary Statement: In accordance with RCW 42.17A.555, the Bellingham City Council will accept public testimony and express 
a collective decision and/or vote upon a resolution expressing opposition to Washington State Initiative No. 2124 and encouraging 
the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, ballot. This initiative concerns state long term care insurance, and 
if passed, Initiative 2124 would provide that employees and self-employed people must elect to keep coverage under RCW 50B.04, 
could opt-out any time, and would repeal a law governing an exemption for employees.

Previous Council Action: N/A

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Funding Source: N/A

Attachments:  1. RESOLUTION
2. PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Public Hearing - Vote 
Requested

10/14/2024 Pass Resolution Council Member Hannah 
Stone

5 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Council Member Hannah Stone

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Jackie A. Weller Council Administration 10/09/2024

Alan A. Marriner Legal 10/09/2024
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/09/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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Resolution (1) 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

RESOLUTION NO.   
 
 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING WASHINGTON STATE INITIATIVE NO. 2124 AND 
ENCOURAGING THE CITIZENS OF BELLINGHAM TO VOTE “NO” ON THE 
NOVEMBER 5, 2024, BALLOT 
 
WHEREAS, this resolution is expressing a collective position of the Bellingham City 
Council in opposition to Washington State Initiative No. 2124; and 
 
WHEREAS, this initiative concerns state long term care insurance, and which, if 
passed, would provide that employees and self-employed people must elect to keep 
coverage under RCW 50B.04, could opt-out any time, and would repeal a law 
governing an exemption for employees; and 
 
WHEREAS, the WA Cares Fund is a healthcare program funded through a 
mandatory payroll tax that provides long-term health services benefits (such as home 
health care, adult day care, nursing home care, and group home care) to qualifying 
individuals; and 
 
WHEREAS, the WA Cares Fund is the first state-operated long-term care insurance 
program in the country; and 
 
WHEREAS, as of 2024, self-employed individuals that opt in to the program cannot 
opt out of the program unless they become no longer self-employed or retire and, as 
of 2024, the program offered limited pathways for exemptions from paying into the 
program; and 
 
WHEREAS, individuals who timely opted out of the program are not required to 
maintain ongoing long-term care insurance and approximately 82% of Bellingham 
City employees continue to have payroll deductions withheld for coverage under the 
WA Cares Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, Washington State Initiative No. 2124 would allow employees and self-
employed individuals to opt out of coverage under WA Cares, and an individual that 
opts out of the program would not be required to pay the payroll tax assessed on 
employees' wages that funds the program; and 
 
WHEREAS, if passed, Initiative No. 2124 could ultimately undermine the financial 
viability and availability of the WA Cares Fund, which confers a valuable statewide 
benefit to many individuals who could not otherwise obtain long term care insurance 
at affordable rates in the private market; and 
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Resolution (2) 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

WHEREAS, on October 14, 2024, following notice and publication in accordance 
with Washington law, the City of Bellingham held a public hearing and allowed 
approximately equal amounts of time for those wishing to speak in favor of, and 
opposition to, the proposed ballot initiative. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BELLINGHAM: 
 
The Bellingham City Council hereby opposes Washington State Initiative No. 2124 
and encourages the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, 
ballot. 
 
If passed, Initiative No. 2124 could ultimately undermine the financial viability and 
availability of the WA Cares Fund, which confers a valuable statewide benefit to 
many individuals who could not otherwise obtain long term care insurance at 
affordable rates in the private market. 
 
 
PASSED by the Council this   day of  , 2024. 
 
 

  
Council President 

 
 
APPROVED by me this   day of  , 2024. 
 
 

  
Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST:  

Finance Director 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
  
Office of the City Attorney 
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BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, Washington 98225 

Telephone (360) 778-8200 Fax (360)778-8101 
Email: ccmail@cob.org Website: www.cob.org 

 

 

BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Notice is hereby given that the Bellingham City Council will hold four Public Hearings on October 14,  2024 at 
10:00 AM or as soon thereafter as possible during their Special City Council meeting to take public comment 
on the following: 

 
In accordance with RCW 42.17A.555, the Bellingham City Council will accept public testimony and express 
a collective decision and/or vote upon four resolutions expressing opposition to Washington State Initiatives 
and encouraging the citizens of Bellingham to vote “No” on each on the November 5, 2024, ballot. The four 
public hearings will be regarding: 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2066, concerning regulating energy services, including natural gas and 
electrification. If passed, Initiative 2066 would repeal or prohibit certain laws and regulations that discourage 
natural gas use, and/or promote electrification, and require certain utilities and local governments to provide 
natural gas to eligible customers. 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2109 concerning taxes. If passed, Initiative 2109 would repeal an excise tax 
imposed on the sale or exchange of certain long-term capital assets by individuals who have annual capital 
gains of over $250,000 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2117, concerning carbon tax credit trading. If passed, Initiative 2117 would 
prohibit state agencies from imposing any type of carbon tax credit trading, and repeal legislation 
establishing a cap and invest program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
 
Washington State Initiative No. 2124, concerning state long term care insurance. If passed, Initiative 2124 
would provide that employees and self-employed people must elect to keep coverage under RCW 50B.04, 
could opt-out any time, and would repeal a law governing an exemption for employees 

 

Detailed information can be found at: meetings.cob.org. 
 

Staff Contact: Jackie Weller, 360-778-8200, jaweller@cob.org 
 
Anyone wishing to comment on any of these items is invited to do so. Advanced testimony is encouraged 
and can be presented to the Council online (cob.org/comment), by telephone (360-778-8200), or by mail 
(210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA 98225). Anyone wishing to testify live during the public hearing can do 
so by coming in-person to the meeting in Council Chambers located on the second floor of City Hall, 210 
Lottie Street, Bellingham, WA 98225. Sign-up sheets for those who wish to speak will be available outside 
the Chambers doors between 6:30 and 7:00 PM. The City may provide accommodation for individuals with 
disabilities who wish to participate in this public hearing, including virtual participation options. Please 
contact the Council Office at (360) 778-8200 or ccmail@cob.org to request an accommodation prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Those who wish to observe the hearing may do so in-person or online via live media stream at 
meetings.cob.org. Those who would like to listen in by phone can do so by calling (253) 215 8782 and 
using Meeting ID: 857 6533 1104 and Password: 9 
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24280

Bill Number

Subject: Budget Work Session

Summary Statement: In this Budget Work Session, staff will discuss 2025 budget proposals for the Information Technology 
Services Department, Legal Department, Human Resources Department, Finance Department,  and Mayor's Office. The next 
Budget Work Session will occur on October 21, 2024.

Previous Council Action: Introduction of the 2025 Preliminary Budget on September 30, 2024 and Work Session on 
October 7, 2024

Fiscal Impact: The Preliminary 2025 Budget is $543 Million

Funding Source: Citywide Funds

Attachments:  

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Special Meeting 
Committee Work 
Session

10/14/2024 Information/Discussion Mayor Kim Lund and Staff 120 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Forrest Longman, Deputy Administrator, (360) 778-8005

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Janice L. Keller Executive 10/08/2024

Alan A. Marriner Legal 10/09/2024
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/09/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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