Base rate of $69.23 per month plus $9.71
per 100 cubic feet beginning January 1,
2026;

Base rate of $82.39 per month plus
$11.56 per 100 cubic feet beginning
January 1, 2027:

Base rate of $92.28 per month plus
$12.94 per 100 cubic feet beginning
January 1, 2028.

E. Class 5. The usage rate for Class 5 customers shall consist of a monthly fixed charge plus a
volumetric based charge for consumption in excess of 800 cubic feet (5,984 gallons) as measured
at the domestic water meter per month as follows:
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Base rate of $104.66 per month plus
$15.07 per 100 cubic feet beginning
January 1. 2026;

Base rate of $124.55 per month plus
$17.93 per 100 cubic feet beginning
January 1. 2027:

Base rate of $139.49 per month plus
$20.08 per 100 cubic feet beginning
January 1, 2028.

F. Unless otherwise abrogated by the city council, beginning January 1, 206492029, and each year
thereafter, the sewer utility rates levied in 20482028 shall continue with an annual adjustment
January 1st each year #January-by an inflationary factor tied to the most recent August-to-August
annual percentage change in the Consumer Price Index, All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), Seattle-
Tacoma-BremertonBellevue-index. The inflationary factor shall be calculated and-ratesshall-be

adjusted-by the finance director in September of each year-using12-prior-menths—of Consumer
Price Index-data and shall be published on the city’s website prior to January 1st of the following

year.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2026.

PASSED by City Council this day of , 2025.

Council President

APPROVED by me this day of , 2025.

Mayor
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ATTEST:

Finance Director

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Office of the City Attorney

Published:

Ordinance - page 7
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24596

Bill Number

City Council Agenda Bill

Subject: An Ordinance Regarding Surface and Stormwater Utility Service Rates; Amending Bellingham
Municipal Code Chapter 15.16

Summary Statement: Staff presented utility-wide rate information to City Council on April 14, May 19, and July 7, 2025. The
proposed ordinance implements a new proposed rate schedule for the surface and stormwater utility.

Previous Council Action: Presentations on the Water System Plan, Nutrient Reduction Evaluation, and utility-wide rates
were given on 4/14/25 (Public Works & Natural Resources), 5/19/25 (Budget & Finance), and today, 7/7/25 (Budget &
Finance).

Fiscal Impact: The proposed changes will provide funding necessary for the programs and activities of the Stormwater
Fund.

Funding Source: Surface and Stormwater Fund (430)

Attachments: 1. PROPOSED ORDINANCE

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Committee Briefing - 07/07/2025 Vote to Approve Mike Olinger, Public Works 5 minutes
Vote Requested Deputy Director

Recommended Motion: Move to approve ordinance adopting revised rate schedule for the surface and stormwater utility.

Council Committee: Agenda Bill Contact:
Budget and Finance Committee Mike Wilson, Assistant Director of Public Works-Engineering
Reviewed By Department Date
Yol 7 Plandt Public Works 06/30/2025
Council Action:
Andnew D Abjornsen Finance 07/01/2025
Matthen 7 Stampe Legal 07/01/2025
Rimberley V). Lund Executive 07/01/2025
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON, REGARDING
SURFACE AND STORMWATER UTILITY SERVICE RATES; AMENDING
BELLINGHAM MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 15.16

WHEREAS, Chapters 35.67 and 35.92 Revised Code of Washington (“RCW?) authorize cities to
own and operate public surface and stormwater systems and to fix the rates and charges for the use
thereof; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham owns and operates a public surface and stormwater utility in
accordance with RCW 35.67, RCW 35.92, and Title 15 of the Bellingham Municipal Code
(“BMC”); and

WHEREAS, BMC 15.16.030 establishes customer classes and service rates applicable to each
class; and

WHEREAS, the City last updated surface and stormwater service rates for all customer classes in
2020 in Ordinance 2020-11-031; and

WHEREAS, City Council desires to increase surface and stormwater utility service rates to offset
the cost of expanding the low-income customer assistance program contained in Bellingham
Municipal Code Section 15.04.070, which is being expanded in a companion ordinance adopted
contemporaneously herewith.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM DOES
HEREBY ORDAIN THAT:

Section 1. Bellingham Municipal Code Section 15.16.030 is amended as follows:
A. The monthly surface and storm water utility service rate shall be as follows:

1. Small footprint residential parcel:
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$7.12 per month effective on January 1,
2025
$712 per-month-effective onJanuary1;
2026-

2. Medium footprint residential parcel:

$11.85 per month effective on January 1,
2025.;

SH-SApermonth-effeetve-on-antan—t
2026.

3. Large footprint residential parcel:

Ordinance - page 2

$0.00647 per square foot of hard surface
area per month effective on January 1,
2025.:
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S0.00663 per square toot of hard surtace

2026-
4. Duplex parcel and nonresidential parcel with a hard surface area of greater than 300 square
feet and less than or equal to 1,000 square feet:

$7.12 per month effective on January 1,
2025.;

$7 12 per month-effective-ontanuary
2026.

5. Duplex parcel and nonresidential parcel with a hard surface area of greater than 1,000 square
feet and less than or equal to 3,000 square feet:

$11.85 per month effective on January 1,
2025.;

$H-85-permeonth-effective-onJanuary 1
2026-

6. Duplex parcel and nonresidential parcel with a hard surface area of greater than 3,000 square
feet:
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$0.00647 per square foot of hard surface
area per month effective on January 1,
2025.;

$0.00663-persquarefoot-of hard-surface
aret-per-thonth-etective-on-fanary—
2026-

7. Effective January 1, 2026, the surface and stormwater utility rates levied in 2025 shall continue
with an adjustment equal to the August-to-August annual percentage change in the Consumer Price
Index All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, plus 0.5%. The adjusted rates
shall be calculated by the finance director in September 2025 and published on the city’s website
by January 1, 2026.

8. Effective January 1, 2027, the surface and stormwater utility rates levied in 2026 shall continue
with an adjustment equal to the August-to-August annual percentage change in the Consumer Price
Index All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, plus 0.5%. The adjusted rates
shall be calculated by the finance director in September 2026 and published on the city’s website
by January 1, 2027.

9. Unless otherwise abrogated by the city council, beginning January 1, 2028, and each year

thereafter, the surface and storm water utility rates levied in 2027 shall continue with an annual

adjustment January 1st each year, by an inflationary factor tied to the most recent August-to-

August annual percentage change in the Consumer Price Index, All Urban Consumers (CPI-U),

Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue. The inflationary factor shall be calculated by the finance director in

September of each year and published on the city’s website prior to January 1st of the following
ear.

710. Duplex parcels and nonresidential parcels with a hard surface area of less than or equal to
300 square feet are exempt from the storm and surface water service rate.
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€11. The rate charged to the city of Bellingham’s public works street operations, road and street
general services fund for city rights-of-way shall be 30 percent of the rate for comparable real
property in terms of hard surface coverage. Beginning January 1, 2022, Bellingham’s public works
street operations, road and street general service fund for city rights-of-way will cease to be
charged for storm water services.

PASSED by City Council this day of , 2025.

Council President

APPROVED by me this day of , 2025.

Mayor

ATTEST:

Finance Director

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Office of the City Attorney

Published:
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24597

Bill Number

City Council Agenda Bill

Subject: An Ordinance Regarding the City’s Utility Customer Assistance Program for Low Income
Households; Amending Bellingham Municipal Code Chapter 15.04

Summary Statement: Staff presented utility-wide rate information to City Council on April 14, May 19, and July 7, 2025. The
proposed ordinance expands the utility customer assistance program for low income households.

Previous Council Action: Presentations on the Water System Plan, Nutrient Reduction Evaluation, and utility-wide rates
were given on 4/14/25 (Public Works & Natural Resources), 5/19/25 (Budget & Finance), and today, 7/7/25 (Budget &
Finance).

Fiscal Impact: The proposed changes will provide funding necessary for the programs and activities of the Water Fund,
Watershed Fund, Sewer Fund, and Stormwater Fund.

Funding Source: Water Fund (410), Watershed Fund (411), Sewer Fund (420), Stormwater Fund (430)

Attachments: 1. PROPOSED ORDINANCE

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Committee Briefing - 07/07/2025 Vote to Approve Mike Olinger, Public Works 5 minutes
Vote Requested Deputy Director

Recommended Motion: Move to approve ordinance expanding the utility customer assistance program.

Council Committee: Agenda Bill Contact:
Budget and Finance Committee Mike Wilson, Assistant Director of Public Works-Engineering
Reviewed By Department Date
Yool 7 Plundt Public Works 06/30/2025
Council Action:
Audnew D Abjornsen Finance 07/01/2025
Matthew 7 Stamps Legal 07/01/2025
Rimberley . Lund Executive 07/01/2025
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON, REGARDING
THE CITY’S UTILITY CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR LOW-INCOME
HOUSEHOLDS; AMENDING BELLINGHAM MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 15.04

WHEREAS, Chapters 35.67 and 35.92 Revised Code of Washington (“RCW?) authorize cities to
own and operate public water, sewer, and surface and stormwater systems and to fix the rates and
charges for the use thereof; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham owns and operates public water, sewer, and surface and
stormwater utilities as authorized under RCW 35.67, RCW 35.92, and Title 15 of the Bellingham
Municipal Code (“BMC”); and

WHEREAS, the City currently offers reduced utility rates for low-income seniors and disabled
citizens as specified in BMC 15.04.070, as authorized under RCW 35.67.020 and 35.92.020; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to expand the customer assistance program to all low-income
account holders regardless of age or disability status, as authorized under RCW 35.67.020 and
35.92.020.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM DOES
HEREBY ORDAIN THAT:

Section 1. Bellingham Municipal Code Section 15.04.070 is amended as follows:
15.04.070 Reduced rates for low--income-senior-and-disabled-citizens_households.

A. Any low-income sentor-or-disabled-eitizenhousehold who satisfies the reduced rate criteria in
this section and who livesinarestdencereceivesing a separate city efBellingham-water, ersewer,
or surface and stormwater service and water,-or sewer, or surface and stormwater bill is entitled to
a rate reduction for water, sewer, and sterm-and-surface and stormwater utilities.

am&al—he&seheld—meem%eh-g%&%y—hm&ﬂ—ls entltled to have their water sewer, and s%em&—aﬁd

surface and stormwater water rates reduced by the following amounts:

Percent
Reduction

0—50-percent-of the-qualifiing  75%
meome-Less than or equal to
30% of AMI

Household Income

City of Bellingham
Ordinance - page 1 City Attorney
210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225
-124 - 360-778-8270




Percent
Reduction

Greater-than-S0-pereent—7> 50%
el Fifyi

meomeGreater than 30% and

less than or equal to 50% of

AMI

Greater-than-75-pereent—100  25%
el b

meomeGreater than 50% and

less than or equal to 80% of

AMI

Household Income

For purposes of this section,~g

64—&s—e&He&tl{yLenaeted—er—hefeaﬁer—amended AMI means AMI for the Belhngham WA

metropolitan statistical area published by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

C. Nonprofit agencies providing affordable housing for low--income households and public
housing authorities, such as the Bellingham Hhousing Aauthority or other similar entity, receiving
public funds for low--income housing may obtain a rate reduction of +0 twenty-five percent (25%)
if the premises have rents restricted by a federal, state, or city housing program for households

earning less than 60sixty percent (60%) of area-medianinecometAMD).

D. All persenshouseholds claiming the discount provided for in this section shall first be required
to file an application with-on a form approved by the city requesting the reduction. The application
shall provide information sufficient for the city to verify the applicant’s eligibility to participate in
this reduced rate program. CustemersHouseholds receiving the rate reduction must renew their
application annually-in accordance with administrative procedures promulgated by the finance
director.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2026.

PASSED by City Council this day of , 2025.

Council President
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APPROVED by me this day of

ATTEST:

Finance Director

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Office of the City Attorney

Published:

Ordinance - page 3
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Mayor
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24598

Bill Number

City Council Agenda Bill

Subject: Contract Award for Hundred Acre Wood Phase 1B Improvements, Bid#14B-2025

Summary Statement: This phase of the project includes mitigation planting, habitat restoration, and improving existing trails in the
Hundred Acre Wood. Key components of the project include trail narrowing, native planting, trail resurfacing, habitat fence, improved
bridge crossing over Hoag's Creek, two new boardwalks within the existing trail footprint, and new park benches. The project also
includes a modified compacted trail realignment at 22nd Street and Harrison Avenue. The City received four bids that were publicly
opened on June 26, 2025. Faber Construction was determined to be the lowest responsive and responsible bidder, with a total bid
of $719,331.33, including applicable Washington State Sales or Use Tax. The engineer's estimate was $612,017.02. This project is
not subject to BMC 4.94 and 15% apprenticeship utilization for project labor hours is not applicable.

Previous Council Action: Adoption of the 2025 Budget

Fiscal Impact: $719,331.33

Funding Source: Greenways Levy

Attachments: 1. STAFF MEMO
2. FINAL BID OPENING REPORT
3. VICINITY MAP
4. MANDATORY BIDDER RESPONSIBILITY CHECKLIST

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Committee Briefing - 07/07/2025 Authorize Contract Nicole Oliver, Parks & 5 minutes
Vote Requested Recreation Director

Recommended Motion: Move to award contract to Faber Construction.

Council Committee: Agenda Bill Contact:

Parks and Recreation Committee Gina Austin, Park Project Engineer
Reviewed By Department Date
YWecole @ Oliver Parks & Recreation 07/01/2025

Council Action:
Andrew D Abjornsen Purchasing 07/01/2025
Andrew D Abjornsen Finance 07/01/2025
James E Enb Legal 07/01/2025
Rimberley V). Lund Executive 07/01/2025
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City of Bellingham
210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, WA 98225

MEMORANDUM
TO: BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL
FROM: NICOLE OLIVER, PARKS & RECREATION DIRECTOR

CC: MAYOR KIM LUND

SUBJECT: CONTRACT AWARD FOR HUNDRED ACRE WOOD PHASE 1B
IMPROVEMENTS, BID#14B-2025

DATE: JULY 7, 2025

Background:
The City of Bellingham designs and constructs parks and recreation projects to enhance

recreational opportunities, foster community enrichment, and improve natural habitats
within the city. Construction of the Hundred Acre Wood Phase 1b project intends to
meet the goals of the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan by restoring habitat and
improvement existing trails within the Hundred Acre Wood park.

This phase of the project includes mitigation planting, understory restoration in a
mature forest, and improving degraded trails in the Hundred Acre Wood. Key
components of the project include:

e Trail narrowing

e Native planting

e Trail resurfacing

¢ Habitat fence

e Trail improvements for drainage connectivity

e New bridge over Hoag's Creek

¢ New boardwalks within the existing trail footprint

e New park benches

e Modified trail realignment at 22" Street and Harrison Avenue

This project is funded with Greenway Levy Funds and implements select improvements
included in the City Council approved park plan.
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BID NAME

Hundred Acre Wood-Phase 1B
Improvements

CITY OF BELLINGHAM
FINAL BID OPENING REPORT

Gina Austin-PROJECT MANAGER

$612,017.02
Eng Est. w/tax

Matt Serier/Ryan Salas-Mitchell- Purchasing

BID NUMBER DATE OPENED

14B-2025

6/26/2025

TOTAL BID AMOUNT

Company Name CITY/STATE INCLUDING TAX
J. Ridder - Bid Withdrawn Lynden, WA Total = $581,154.76
Faber Lynden, WA Total = $719,331.33
Matia Ferndale, WA Total = $721,288.97

Henifin Bellingham, Wa Total = $1,080,487.90
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S ity of Hundred Acre Wood Phase 1b Vicinity Map
- Belhngbam

A

ASHINGTON

993 0 497 993 Feet
THIS MAP IS NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATION

The City of Bellingham has compiled this information for its own use and is not responsible for any use of this information by others. The iﬁ_@&tiuﬂ found herein is provided simply as a courtesy to the public and is not
intended for any third party use in any official, professional or other authoritative capacity. Persons using this information do so at their own risk and by such use agree to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City of
Bellingham as to any claims, damages, liability, losses or suits arising out of such use. Contact the Whatcom County Assessors office (360-778-5050) for the most up to date parcel information.
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Yo

MANDATORY BIDDER RESPONSIBILITY CHECKLIST

N

Bid Number: 14B-2025 “Bid Submittal Deadline: 05/242025 ”
v g-_

Project Name: Hundred Acre Wood Phase 1B Improvements v,fF’wiect Number: P0120

Bidder's Business Name: Faber Construction Corporation / City Business Registration Number:

01323
Active? Yes XlvNo O
CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION
hitps://secure.ini.wa.qoviverify/ - )

License Number: FABERCC887B8 v | License Active? Yes B vNo O
Effective Date: 02/07/2012 Expiration Date: [ 7. /D 7/ ZDZ e

UBI/TAX REGISTRATION NUMBER ' !

https:/fsecure.dor.wa.gov/gteunauth/ (go to Business Lookup) 7
UBI/TAX Registration Number: 601-268-821 /| Account: Open EvClosed O
INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE COVERAGE

httos.//fo i/ i/Mai -~

Account Number: 855,607-00 v | Account Curmrent? Yes @y'No O
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPARTMENT

Employment Security Department Number: 713298-00-1 e
Has Bidder provided account number on the Bid Form? | Yes EvNo O

NOT DISQUALIFIED FROM BIDDING

https://secure.Ini.wa.gov/idebarandstrike/ContractorDebarl.ist.aspx

Is the Bidder listed on the “Debarred Contractors List” list of the Yes O No XY
Washington State Department of Labor and Indusiries Website? Attach printout from website

https:/www.SAM.gov/ (go to Search Records)
Is the bidder listed on the current debarred or suspended bidder list Yes O No @ |
available on the U.S. General Services Administration's System for Attach printout from website
Award Management ("SAM") website? P

BIDDER CERTIFICATIONS

1. The bidder hereby certifies under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that, within
the 3-year period immediately preceding the bid solicitation date, the bidder is not a “willful” violator, as
defined in RCW 49.48.082, of any provision of RCW 49 .46, 49.48, or 49.52, as determined by a final and
binding citation and notice of assessment issued by the Department of Labor and Industries or through a
civil judgment entered by a court of limited or general jurisdiction.

2. The undersigned further certifies that bidder (check one):
@ Has received training on the requirements related to public works and prevailing wage as

|§/l‘handated in RCW 39.04.350(1)(f) or
Is exempt from such training because it has completed three or more public works projects and
has had a valid business license in Washington for three or more years.

3. The undersigned further certifies that all other information provided by or on behalf of bidder on this form
i€ tfue and correct.

A 06/24/2025

Sig(iature of }\uthorized Official Date
Ben Faber - President Lynden, Washington
Print Name & Title Place of Execution (City & State)
— CITY VERIFICATION
PR o ot of PWtt=zce  py|zp| 7005
City Purchasing Manager or Designee Date |
Has bidder satisfied applicable supplemental responsibility criteria? Yes W i

Documentation on file
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24589

Bill Number

City Council Agenda Bill

Subject: An Ordinance Relating to Equal Protection and Equal Provision of City Services Regardless of
Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity or Gender Expression, and Creating a New Chapter of the
Bellingham Municipal Code Regarding Such Matters

Summary Statement: At the June 9, 2025, Council meeting, Bellingham City Council members voted unanimously to approve a
resolution that reaffirms the City’s longstanding commitments to equity, human rights, public safety and social justice, and opposing
hate and discrimination. This ordinance puts into action values affirmed in the June 9 resolution, with a specific focus on supporting
LGBTQ+ community members. The ordinance creates a new chapter of the Bellingham Municipal Code that codifies existing City
policies, practices and actions, and affirms the rights of LGBTQ+ community members to equal protection and provision of services
regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. Council discussed the proposed ordinance during the June
23, 2025 Committee of the Whole meeting and agreed to allow more time for community input before voting.

Previous Council Action: Resolution #2025-09 approved June 9, 2025; Council discussion of the proposed ordinance
during Committee of the Whole on 6/23/2025.

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Funding Source: N/A

Attachments: 1. DRAFT ORDINANCE

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Committee Briefing - 07/07/2025 Vote to Approve Council Member Hannah 30 minutes
Vote Requested Stone

Recommended Motion: Move to approve the ordinance

Council Committee: Agenda Bill Contact:
Committee Of The Whole Jackie Weller, Council Staff
Reviewed By Department Date
Jackie 4 Weller Council Administration 06/18/2025
Council Action:
AHan 4 Marniner Legal 06/18/2025
Rimberley V). Land Executive 06/18/2025
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6.17.2025

ORDINANCE NO

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON RELATING
TO EQUAL PROTECTION AND EQUAL PROVISION OF CITY SERVICES
REGARDLESS OF SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY OR GENDER
EXPRESSION, AND CREATING A NEW CHAPTER OF THE BELLINGHAM
MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING SUCH MATTERS

WHEREAS, the City is committed to diversity, inclusion, and justice, ensuring that all members
of our community can live authentically and without fear of discrimination or harm; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham is committed to fostering a community where all individuals
are treated with dignity, equity, and respect, regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, or
gender expression; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham recognizes the inherent worth and equal rights of all people,
including LGBTQ+ individuals, and seeks to provide a safe and welcoming environment for those
who reside in or visit our city; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham protects the rights guaranteed to the people by the U.S.
Constitution and Washington State Constitution and will challenge any unconstitutional policies
that threaten these rights or the security of its residents; and

WHEREAS, members of the LGBTQ+ community have been targeted by orders and actions that
aim to curtail life-saving gender-affirming health care, reproductive healthcare, HIV prevention
and treatment care, the inclusion of gendered language in federally-backed scientific research, and
more, thus posing significant public health risks to LGBTQ+ individuals and all residents; and

WHEREAS, actions that prevent or limit transgender, non-binary, and gender-expansive people
from accessing medically necessary, safe health care backed by research and supported by major
medical associations, pose significant public health risks to LGBTQ+ youth; and

WHEREAS, members of the LGBTQ+ community face ongoing discrimination, violence, and
systemic barriers that threaten their safety, well-being, and human rights; and

WHEREAS, across the country transgender and non-binary people have been disparaged by
legislation that targets LGBTQ+ communities, threatening access to healthcare, education, and
protections under the law; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham is committed to research-driven, transparent, community-
informed inclusive approaches to public policy; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham will uphold all Washington state law regarding
discrimination, provision of services and other law protecting LGBTQ+ individuals; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham affirms the principles of the Tenth Amendment of the U.S.

ORDINANCE RELATING TO LGBTQ+ MATTERS - 1 Bellingham City Council
210 Lottie Street

Bellingham, WA 98225
360-778-8200
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6.17.2025

Constitution which limits federal incursion into the powers reserved to the States and which
enables municipal entities to have authority and control over their law enforcement resources; and

WHEREAS, the Bellingham Police Department will continue to focus on the safety and security
of all our residents regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression (including
gender nonconformity and status as a transgender individual); and

WHEREAS, the policy of the City of Bellingham is that all people are valued, have inherent liberty
interests, and should be afforded dignity, equity, and respect, regardless of sexual orientation,
gender identity or gender expression (including gender nonconformity and status as a transgender
individual); and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham recognizes that clear local policies are a critical tool to ensure
that all residents, regardless of the identities they may hold, have inalienable human rights and
deserve to feel safe, welcome, and supported; and

WHEREAS, in 2020 the United States Supreme Court held in the landmark Bostock v. Clayton
County case that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 protects employees against discrimination
on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham is committed to protect and advocate for the rights of
LGBTQ+ individuals by rejecting policies and actions that promote discrimination, harm, or
inequality, and by embracing and supporting Washington Law Against Discrimination, Chapter
49.60 RCW.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Declaration.

The City of Bellingham supports each individual’s right to be treated with dignity and to live
without fear of violence, intimidation, or discrimination.

The City Council hereby declares that the policy of the City of Bellingham is that all people are
valued, have inherent liberty interests, and should be afforded dignity and respect regardless of
sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression (including gender nonconformity and
status as a transgender individual). The City finds that discrimination based on sexual orientation,
gender identity, or gender expression (including gender nonconformity and status as a transgender
individual) poses a substantial threat to the health, safety and general welfare of the people of
Bellingham.

The City Council enacts this ordinance in furtherance of that policy.
Section 2. Chapter Created.

There is hereby created a Chapter X.XX of the Bellingham Municipal Code entitled "Equal
Protection and Provision of Services Regardless of Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity or Gender
Expression” which shall read as follows:
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Section X.XX.010 — Purpose and Intent.

(a) The purpose of this Chapter is to affirm and foster trust and cooperation between
the City and LGBTQ+ communities, to heighten crime prevention and public
safety, and to reaffirm the City's commitment to equal access to City services, so
that all people may continue to be productive members of the Bellingham
community.

(b) The City of Bellingham is a city of the first-class organized under RCW 35.22,
Article 11 Section 10 of the Washington State Constitution, and the Charter of the
City of Bellingham as amended.

(¢) Under its police powers, the City may exercise any power and perform any
function, unless preempted by state or federal law, relating to its government and
affairs, including the power to regulate for the protection and rights of its
inhabitants and to maintain authority over its internal resources and policies. To
this end, the City has dedicated itself to providing all of its residents fair and equal
access to services, opportunities, and protection and to maximize public safety for
the entire Bellingham community.

(d) All Bellingham residents should be confident in seeking the assistance of law
enforcement, regardless of their sex, sexual orientation, or gender (including
gender nonconformity and status as a transgender non-binary individual) and
confident in their ability to receive city services without inquiry into their sex,
sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or gender expression (including gender
nonconformity and status as a transgender individual) to the fullest extent
permitted by law.

(e) The City of Bellingham affirms the right of individuals to embrace and express
their own authentic gender and sexuality and to define what gender and family
means to them; including but not limited to dress and appearance, structuring a
family unit that works best for them, and sharing LGBTQ+ positive values with
their children; and to define their own gender and sex with or without regard to
biological sex assigned at birth.

(f) The City of Bellingham affirms the right of individuals to seek, obtain, provide,
or facilitate gender-affirming care that is legal in Washington State.

(g) The City of Bellingham affirms the right of individuals to engage in speech or
expression supporting LGBTQ+ people; including but not limited to
disseminating books and literature, holding discussions, viewing and presenting
film, creating and displaying art, singing and rehearsing music, and drag or other
performances.

(h) BMC Chapter X.XX is intended to be consistent with federal, state, and local laws,
and shall be interpreted in a manner consistent with such laws.

Bellingham City Council
210 Lottie Street
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Section X.XX.020 — Definitions.

(a) “Discrimination” means different or unequal treatment because of race, ethnicity,
gender, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, religious belief or non-
belief, age, class, disability, veteran or military status, and political opinion.

(b) “Discriminate” means to treat differently or unequally because of race, ethnicity,
gender, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, religious belief or non-
belief, age, class, disability, veteran or military status, and political opinion.

(¢) "Gender-affirming care" means a service or product that a health care provider, as
defined in RCW 70.02.010, provides to an individual to support and affirm the
individual's gender identity. "Gender-affirming care" includes, but is not limited
to, treatment for gender dysphoria, gender-affirming hormone therapy, and gender
affirming surgical procedures. "Gender-affirming care" can be provided to two
spirit, transgender, nonbinary, and other gender diverse individuals.

(d) “Gender Expression” means having an external appearance of one's gender
identity, usually expressed through behavior, clothing, body characteristics or
voice, and which may or may not conform to socially defined behaviors and
characteristics typically associated with being either masculine or feminine.

(e) "Gender Identity" means one's innermost concept of self as male, female, a blend
of both or neither — how individuals perceive themselves and what they call
themselves. One's gender identity can be the same or different from their sex
assigned at birth.

() “LGBTQ+” means and includes Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
Queer/Questioning, Intersex, Asexual/Aromantic, Two Spirit people and any
other term which refers to one's gender identity or sexual orientation.

(g) “Sexual orientation” includes heterosexuality, homosexuality, bisexuality and
asexuality and means having an inherent or immutable enduring emotional,
romantic or sexual attraction or lack of attraction to other people.

Section X.XX.030 — Equal Protection.

City employees shall not condition the provision of city services or initiate any
enforcement action based on a person's sexual orientation, gender identity or gender
expression (including gender nonconformity and status as a transgender individual).

Section X.XX.040 — Administrative Policies

(a) The City shall inventory and review existing policies addressing discrimination to
assure consistency with this Chapter and to ensure they are inclusive, equitable
and affirming for LGBTQ+ individuals. Each department of the City will be
responsible for compliance with such policies and BMC Chapter X.XX within its
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area of duties and responsibilities. These actions shall commence within one year
of the effective date of this ordinance. Additional training to City employees shall
be provided as appropriate based on any new or updated policies.

(b) City employees shall use an individual’s name, pronoun and gender designation
as requested by the individual. A legal name or gender designation change is not
required. If an individual has undergone a legal name or gender designation
change, the City should use the new legal name and gender designation. Public
records should use the individual’s preferred name, pronoun, and gender
designation unless otherwise required by law.

(c) Within one year of the effective date of this ordinance, City staff shall provide
additional training on WAC 162-32-060 (gender-segregated facilities), to ensure
that individuals may use gender-segregated facilities that are consistent with their
gender expression or gender identity at all City facilities.

(d) No City of Bellingham resources, including but not limited to, City property or
time spent while on duty by a City employee or official, shall be used for
investigation, assisting an investigation, or detention of an individual based solely
on a person's sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression (including
gender nonconformity and status as a transgender individual).

(e) The City police department shall investigate transphobic or homophobic hate
crimes that occur in the City, as described in Bellingham Police Department
Policy 320 and RCW 9A.36.080.

(f) The City will oppose legislation or actions at the state or federal level that the
mayor and city council determine threaten the rights, safety, or dignity of
LGBTQ+ individuals in Bellingham. The mayor and city council shall determine
what steps if any the City takes to oppose such legislation or actions.

(g) Whenever the City collects or disseminates information about an individual or
individual’s sex or gender, it will be without regard to sex assigned at birth, unless
required by law. The City will not collect or disseminate information about sex
assigned at birth, unless related to a criminal or civil infraction investigation of a
violation of City or Washington State law needed by an EMT in connection with
an individual’s healthcare, or as otherwise required by law.

(h) The City will celebrate the voices and contributions of LGBTQ+ individuals
through public events, education, and partnerships with local organizations as
determined by the mayor or their designee.

(i) The City police department will collaborate with LGBTQ+ event organizers to
support public safety planning at LGBTQ+ events that take place in the City.

Bellingham City Council
210 Lottie Street
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Section X.XX.050 - Certain Activity Not Precluded.

Nothing in BMC Chapter X. XX shall be construed to preclude any City police officer or
other employee from performing any action that is required by federal or state statute,
local law, or court decision or order.

Section X.XX.060 - No Private Right of Action or Special Relationship Created.

BMC Chapter X.XX and its enacting ordinance are adopted in furtherance of the City's
general powers related to public health, safety, and welfare and do not create a private
right of action or form the basis for liability on the part of the City, its officers, employees
or agents. This Chapter and its enacting ordinance shall not be construed to create any
special relationship or any expectation of specific treatment in specific circumstances.
This Chapter and its enacting ordinance shall be interpreted in a manner consistent with
RCW 49.60 and is not intended to expand any of the rights, duties, or obligations provided
under RCW 49.60.

Nothing in BMC Chapter X.XX shall be deemed to deny any person the right to institute
any action or to pursue any civil or criminal remedy for a violation of such person’s civil
rights. Nothing in this Chapter shall limit or expand any cause of action available to any
person under federal or state law.

Section X.XX.070 - Severability.

Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of BMC Chapter X.XX, or its
application to any person or circumstance, be declared unconstitutional or otherwise
invalid for any reason, or should any portion of BMC Chapter X.XX be pre-empted by
state or federal law or regulation, such decision or pre-emption shall not affect the validity
of the remaining portions of BMC Chapter X.XX or its application to other persons or
circumstances.

Section X.XX.080 - Clerical Error.
Upon approval by the city attorney, the city clerk is authorized to make necessary
corrections to this ordinance, including scrivener’s errors or clerical mistakes; references

to other local, state, or federal laws, rules, or regulations; or numbering or referencing of
ordinances or their sections and subsections.

PASSED by the Council this day of , 2025.

Council President
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APPROVED by me this day of , 2025.

Mayor

ATTEST:
Finance Director

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Office of the City Attorney
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City Council Agenda Bill 2459

Bill Number
Subject: Approval of the 6/2/2025 Special City Council Meeting Minutes
Summary Statement: Approval of the 6/2/2025 Special City Council Meeting Minutes.
Previous Council Action: N/A
Fiscal Impact: N/A
Funding Source: N/A
Attachments: 1.6/2/2025 DRAFT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Consent Agenda 07/07/2025 Vote to Approve N/A 0 minutes
Recommended Motion:
Council Committee: Agenda Bill Contact:
Jackie Weller, Council Staff
Reviewed By Department Date
Jackie 4 Weller Council Administration 06/27/2025
Council Action:
James E Eb Legal 06/30/2025
Rimberley . Lund Executive 07/01/2025
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City of Bellingham

City Council Special Meeting Minutes
June 2, 2025, 10:00 AM

Mayor: Kimberley Lund Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman, Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org
Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. “Skip” Williams, Lisa Anderson, https://cob.org/council

Michael Lilliquist and Jace Cotton

Call to Order
Council President Huthman called the meeting to order at 10:13 a.m.

Roll Call

Present:
Council President Hollie Huthman, Second Ward
Council Member Hannah Stone, First Ward
Council Member Daniel Hammill, Third Ward
Council Member Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Fourth Ward
Council Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward
Council Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward
Council Member Jace Cotton, At-Large

Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Daniel Hammill moved to change the order of the agenda to consider
agenda bill 24502 first.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

24502 1. Work Session on an Ordinance Related to Manufactured/Mobile Home Landlord p.14
Tenant Relations, Adopting a New Chapter in Title 6 of the Bellingham Municipal
Code Prohibiting Landlords from Charging Unfair or Excessive Fees in
Manufactured/Mobile Home Lease Agreements

In this work session, Council Members discussed the ordinance in detail among themselves and
with staff.

Jace Cotton / Michael Lilliquist moved to adopt the "WHEREAS" statements as shown in the
working draft.

Jace Cotton / Michael Lilliquist moved to amend the motion to add a final statement "WHEREAS,
city staff presented summaries of public engagement efforts, including a large public survey and
focus groups with landlords, tenants, and service providers, during the Council meeting on March
28, 2025; and"

AMENDMENT CARRIED 7-0.
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AMENDED MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Michael Lilliquist moved to amend BMC 6.19.010 - Definitions to add: “Fee” means
any payment by the tenant that is proffered or imposed by the landlord, but does not include the
monthly rent or charges for damages. “Fee” may include charges designated by the landlord as
additional rent if those charges are conditionally and differentially imposed on otherwise similar
tenancies."

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Daniel Hammill moved to mend BMC 6.19.030 - Reasonable Fees Permitted, Section

2 as follows: Move-in fees that do Arefundable-security-depesit-that-doees not exceed the Base

Rent for one month" and to amend BMC 6.19.010 - Definitions to add "Move-in fees” means the
total sum of any applicant screening fees and any security deposit."

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Michael Lilliquist moved to amend BMC 6.19.020 - Disclosure of Fees Required,
Section 1 to add "Any utilities included in the monthly rent; and" as item c.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Lisa Anderson moved to amend BMC 6.19.030 - Reasonable Fees Permitted, Section 1, to add "an
application screening fee shall not exceed actual costs for third party services and documentation
will be provided if requested by applicant. Actual costs shall be limited to the charges incurred by
using a third-party service or the cost for the landlord to for doing their own screening"

The motion did not receive a second and did not proceed to a vote.

Michael Lilliquist / Daniel Hammill moved to amend 6.19.030 - Reasonable Fes Permitted, Section
1, to strike, "If the landlord declines to rent to the applicant, the landlord shall refund all the
screening and application fees paid by the applicant,"

MOTION CARRIED 5-2.
OPPOSED: Lisa Anderson, Jace Cotton

Daniel Hammill / Lisa Anderson moved to amend 6.19.030 - Reasonable Fes Permitted, Section 1,
to strike "per tenant" and replace with "per application"

MOTION FAILED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Lisa Anderson moved to amend BMC 6.19.030 - Reasonable Fees Permitted, Section
1 to add "plus CPI-U for the Seattle/Tacoma/Bellevue region calculated on an annual basis -June
over June per application" after "$50.00."

MOTION CARRIED 5-2.
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OPPOSED: Hannah Stone, Edwin H. "Skip" Williams
Jace Cotton / Lisa Anderson moved to accept BMC 6.19.030 as amended.
MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Hannah Stone moved to amend BMC 6.19.040, Section 2, to strike item a, "Any
additional fee to rent month-to-month rather than a fixed term lease, or vice versa;"

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Daniel Hammill / Hannah Stone moved to amend the "Definitions" section to strike "and also
includes a manufactured/mobile homeowner in a manufactured housing community subleasing
their manufactured/mobile home lot, leasing their manufactured/mobile home to another tenant
under a rental agreement, or both." from the definition of "Landlord."

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Daniel Hammill / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to adopt BMC 6.19.040 - Unfair or Excessive Fees
Prohibited as amended.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Daniel Hammill / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to adopt BMC 6.19.050 - Provisions Prohibited by
this Chapter or Null and Void as presented in the packet.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Hannah Stone moved to approve 6.19.060 - Retaliation Prohibited as presented in
the packet.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Hannah Stone moved to amend BMC 6.19.070 - Civil Action Remedy, Section 2, Item
a, to strike the existing text and replace with "Three times the actual damages suffered by the
tenant, or $2,000, whichever is greater; or three times the actual damages suffered by a
prospective tenant or $1,000, whichever is greater;"

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Lisa Anderson moved to accept BMC 6.19.070 - Civil Action Remedy as amended.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
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Jace Cotton / Lisa Anderson moved to amend BMC 6.19.080 - Additional Affirmative Defense to an
Unlawful Detainer and Other Actions, Section 1, to add "where the cause is non-payment of rent"
after "eviction action."

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Michael Lilliquist / Daniel Hammill moved to amend BMC 6.19.080 - Additional Affirmative Defense
to an Unlawful Detainer and Other Actions, to add a Section 2 "It is an additional affirmative
defense to an unlawful detainer or other eviction action that the action is in retaliation for the
tenant asserting their rights under this ordinance.”

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Daniel Hammill / Jace Cotton moved to accept BMC 6.19.080 - Additional Affirmative Defense to an
Unlawful Detainer and Other Actions as amended.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Lisa Anderson / Daniel Hammill moved to accept BMC 6.19.090 - City Enforcement as presented in
the packet.

MOTION FAILED 3-4.
OPPOSED: Hollie Huthman, Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Lisa Anderson

Lisa Anderson / Daniel Hammill moved to strike BMC 6.19.090 - City Enforcement and 6.19.100 -
Penalties in their entirety.

MOTION CARRIED 4-3.
OPPOSED: Hannah Stone, Michael Lilliquist, Jace Cotton

Michael Lilliquist / Lisa Anderson moved to strike the effective date from Section 2. Effective Date.
MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
24501 2. Work Session on an Ordinance Relating to Landlord Tenant Relations, Adopting a p.3
New Chapter in Title 6 of the Bellingham Municipal Code Prohibiting Landlords from
Charging Tenants Unfair or Excessive Fees in Residential Rental Agreements and
Leases

This item was not discussed.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:14 p.m.
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24600

Bill Number

City Council Agenda Bill

Subject: Approval of the 6/9/2025 City Council Committee and Regular Meeting Minutes

Summary Statement: Approval of the 6/9/2025 City Council Committee and Regular Meeting Minutes.

Previous Council Action: N/A

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Funding Source: N/A

Attachments: 1. 6/9/2025 DRAFT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Consent Agenda 07/07/2025 Vote to Approve N/A 0 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Council Committee: Agenda Bill Contact:
Jackie Weller, Council Staff

Reviewed By Department Date

Jackie 4 Weller Council Administration 06/27/2025
Council Action:

Jamee E End Legal 06/30/2025

Rimberley . Lund Executive 07/01/2025
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City of Bellingham
Committee Of The Whole Minutes
June 9, 2025, 9:00 AM

Mayor: Kimberley Lund Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman, Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org
Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. “Skip” Williams, Lisa Anderson, https://cob.org/council

Michael Lilliquist and Jace Cotton

Call to Order
Council President Huthman called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

Roll Call

Present:
Council President Hollie Huthman, Second Ward
Council Member Hannah Stone, First Ward
Council Member Daniel Hammill, Third Ward
Council Member Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Fourth Ward
Council Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward
Council Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward
Council Member Jace Cotton, At-Large

Council Standing Committee Meetings:

Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions.
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote.

Please be advised that if the City Council is ahead of schedule, they may start with old/new business before
the official Committee of the Whole meeting time.

24502 1. Work Session on an Ordinance Related to Manufactured/Mobile Home Landlord p.3
Tenant Relations, Adopting a New Chapter in Title 6 of the Bellingham Municipal
Code Prohibiting Landlords from Charging Unfair or Excessive Fees in
Manufactured/Mobile Home Lease Agreements

City Council continued work session discussions on the draft ordinance relating to
manufactured/mobile home fees.

Lisa Anderson / Daniel Hammill moved to recommend adoption of BMC 6.19.110 — Miscellaneous
Provisions.
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MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
Daniel Hammill / Lisa Anderson moved to recommend adoption of BMC 6.19.120 — Severability.
MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Lisa Anderson moved to recommend approval of the ordinance related to
Manufactured/Mobile Home Landlord Tenant Relations, Adopting a New Chapter in Title 6 of the
Bellingham Municipal Code Prohibiting Landlords from Charging Unfair or Excessive Fees in
Manufactured/Mobile Home Lease Agreements as amended and approved on June 2nd and June
9th, 2025.

Jace Cotton / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to amend the effective date to 30-days after third
and final reading.

AMENDMENT CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Lisa Anderson moved to reconsider the previous motion.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to set the effective date to August 1, 2025.

AMENDMENT CARRIED 7-0.

AMENDED MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

24501 2. Work Session on an Ordinance Relating to Landlord Tenant Relations, Adopting a p.14

New Chapter in Title 6 of the Bellingham Municipal Code Prohibiting Landlords from
Charging Tenants Unfair or Excessive Fees in Residential Rental Agreements and
Leases

City Council continued work session discussions on the draft ordinance relating to rental fees.

Jace Cotton / Daniel Hammill moved to amend the recital,

"WHEREAS, city staff presented summaries of public engagement efforts, including a large public
survey and focus groups with landlords, tenants, and service providers, during the Council meeting
on March 28, 2024 2025;”

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Michael Lilliquist / Jace Cotton moved to recommend adoption of BMC 6.16.020 — Disclosure of
Fees Required as presented in the agenda packet.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
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Lisa Anderson / Daniel Hammill moved to amend BMC 6.16.030 — Reasonable Fees Permitted to
align with language in the mobile/manufactured home ordinance,

1. “An applicant screening fee or application fee that does not exceed $50.00 plus CPI-U for the
Seattle/Tacoma/Bellevue region calculated on an annual basis -June over June per

application.”

MOTION CARRIED 6-1.
Opposed: Hannah Stone

Jace Cotton / Michael Lilliquist moved to amend BMC 6.16.030 — Reasonable Fees Permitted as
follows,
2. “Arefundable security deposit that does not exceed the Monthly Rent for one month.

However, a non-profit service organization may offer to pay a security deposit not to exceed
the amount of monthly rent for two months on behalf of their client, which the landlord

may accept. However; Re-secdrty-aepo paHEBYy-a3-ROR-PFe v OFLa Hon;
ccurity-depesit-may-beincreased-to-the-monthly OF-EWo-mMe - This subsection does

not apply to subsidized housing where the rent is based on the income of the tenant;”

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Daniel Hammill / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to adopt section 3 as written in BMC 6.16.030 —
Reasonable Fees Permitted,

3. “A pet damage deposit that does not exceed 30% of the Monthly Rent. The receipt, handling,
and disbursement of the pet deposit shall follow the requirements for a security deposit set
under RCW 59.18.”

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Lisa Anderson / Jace Cotton moved to recommend adoption of BMC 6.16.030 — Reasonable Fees
Permitted as amended.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Daniel Hammill / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to recommend adoption of BMC 6.16.040 —
Unfair or Excessive Fees Prohibited and strike,

"2b. Any additional fee to rent month-to-month rather than a fixed term lease, or vice versa;"

Hollie Huthman / Lisa Anderson moved to amend the motion to include striking,

"2f. Any single-time or periodic fee required for a pet to occupy the unit, except as provided forin
BMC 6.16.030(3); and"

AMENDMENT CARRIED 5-1.

OPPOSED: Jace Cotton
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ABSTAINED: Edwin H. "Skip" Williams
AMENDED MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Lisa Anderson moved to amend BMC 6.16.040 — Unfair or Excessive Fees Prohibited
to include,

"2f. Any single-time or periodic fee required for a pet or pets to occupy the unit that exceeds 2% of
monthly rent, or any such fee if the landlord collects a pet deposit per BMC 6.16.030(3); and"

MOTION CARRIED 5-1.
OPPOSED: Hollie Huthman
ABSTAINED: Edwin H. "Skip" Williams

Michael Lilliquist / Daniel Hammill moved to recommend adoption of BMC 6.16.050 — Rental
Agreement Provisions in Violation Null and Void as presented.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Michael Lilliquist / Daniel Hammill moved to recommend adoption of BMC 6.16.060 — Retaliation
Prohibited as presented.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Michael Lilliquist / Daniel Hammill moved to recommend adoption of BMC 6.16.070 — Civil Action
Remedy as presented.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Daniel Hammill moved to recommend adoption of BMC 6.16.080 — Additional
Affirmative Defense to An Unlawful Detainer and Other Actions with the following addition,

"2. 1t is an additional affirmative defense to an unlawful detainer or other eviction that the action
is in retaliation for the tenant asserting their rights under this ordinance."

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Lisa Anderson / Daniel Hammill moved to amend the ordinance by striking,

BMC 6.16.090 — City Enforcement, BMC 6.16.100 — Penalties, and the recital, "WHEREAS, the City
of Bellingham’s practice in rental housing is to prioritize compliance, providing notice and
opportunity to rectify and remedy alleged noncompliance prior to seeking or imposing fines or
other applicable penalties."

MOTION CARRIED 4-3.
OPPOSED: Hannah Stone, Michael Lilliquist, Jace Cotton
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Jace Cotton / Daniel Hammill moved to recommend adoption of BMC 6.16.110 — Miscellaneous
Provisions as presented.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Lisa Anderson / Jace Cotton moved to recommend adoption of BMC 6.16.120 — Severability as
presented.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Jace Cotton moved to set the ordinance's effective date as August 1,
2025.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Daniel Hammill / Michael Lilliquist moved to add a recital,

"WHEREAS, with the adoption of recent state legislation House Bill 1110 and House Bill 1337
regarding middle housing and accessory dwelling units (ADUs), the City is likely to see an increase
in small scale landlords."

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Jace Cotton / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to recommend approval of the ordinance as
amended.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Council moved into Executive Session at 11:10 a.m. to discuss six items until 11:58 a.m.

Potential Property Acquisition

Potential Property Acquisition

Potential Property Acquisition

Potential Property Acquisition

Litigation: Land v. City of Bellingham, et. al.
Potential Litigation

oukwnNnpeE

24561 3. Update from State Representative Ramel on 2025 Legislative Session p.32
The committee resumed session at 1:00 p.m.

State Representative Alex Ramel (40th Legislative District) provided a summary of activity from
the 2025 state legislative session. Council Members discussed the session and asked questions.
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24575 4. Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) Presentation p.33

Jason Korneliussen, Strategic Initiatives Manager for Health & Human Services, Marisa
Schoeppach, Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) Manager, and Cheri Johnson, Team Coordinator,
provided an update on the team's work in the community connecting individuals with basic needs
such as food, shelter, medical care, and more. Council Members discussed the outreach and
community efforts and asked questions.

24576 5. A Non-Binding Multi-Jurisdictional Resolution Regarding Population, Housing and p. 50
Employment Allocations.

Blake Lyon, Planning & Community Development Director, and Chris Behee, Long Range Planning
Manager, presented on the non-binding resolution, which creates a population reference for each
jurisdiction's land use and capital facility planning efforts for the comprehensive plan update. The
Whatcom County Council approved a comparable resolution on March 11, 2025. Council Members
discussed the resolution, and asked questions.

Michael Lilliquist / Jace Cotton moved to recommend approval of the non-binding multi-
jurisdictional Resolution regarding population, housing, and employment allocations.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

24562 6. A Resolution Reaffirming the City of Bellingham as a Welcoming City Where People p. 62
Have a Right to Live Free of Discrimination, Violence and Systemic Barriers that
Threaten Their Safety, Well-Being and Human Rights

Council Member Stone presented on the draft Resolution, which rewrites Resolution 2017-10
affirming the City's policies and values relating to the safety of all people residing in Bellingham.
Council Members discuss the resolution, thanked Council Member Stone for her work, and asked
questions. An ordinance will be forthcoming.

Hannah Stone / Lisa Anderson moved to amend the Resolution to include,

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City will continue to continue offer programs, services,
activities, and facilities that are accessible to individuals with disabilities; and"

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Daniel Hammill moved to recommend approval of the Resolution as
amended.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
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7. Old/New Business

Council Member Hammill thanked the Fire Department and the Alternative Response Team for
their work assisting individuals in need.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:47 p.m.
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City of Bellingham
Public Works and Natural Resources Committee Minutes
June 9, 2025, 3:30 PM

Mayor: Kimberley Lund Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Chair Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org
Lisa Anderson, Jace Cotton https://cob.org/council

Call to Order
Committee Chair Stone called the meeting to order at 3:20 p.m.

Roll Call

Present:
Committee Chair Hannah Stone, First Ward
Committee Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward
Committee Member Jace Cotton, At-Large

Council Standing Committee Meeting

Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions.
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote.

Council Member Stone highlighted the recent appointments of Joel Pfundt as the Public Works
Director, and Mike Olinger as the Deputy Director.

24563 1. Cornwall Avenue Landfill Cleanup Public Works Board Loan Acceptance (EC018) p.3

Mike Wilson, Assistant Director of Engineering, and Amy Kraham, Assistant City Attorney,
presented on a loan agreement, administered by the Washington State Department of Commerce,
to pay for a portion of the Cornwall Avenue Landfill Site Cleanup construction in connection with
cleanup at the R.G. Haley site, and Salish Landing Park. The loan is for $7,345,000 at 1.71% interest
over 20 years with no prepayment penalty. Council Members discussed the loan agreement and
asked questions.

Jace Cotton moved to recommend approval of the Mayor to enter into the Public Works Board
Construction Funding Agreement with the Washington State Department of Commerce.

MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

24564 2. Community Tree Programs Pilot, Results and Next Steps p. 36
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Joel Pfundt, Public Works Director, and Analiese Burns, Habitat & Restoration Manager, provided

an update on the Community Tree Pilot Program. Council Members discussed the pilot program
and asked questions.

Staff also acknowledged that Renee LaCroix, Assistant Director of Natural Resources, is retiring
after 25 years of service to the community.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:58 p.m.
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City of Bellingham

Budget and Finance Committee Minutes
June 9, 2025, 4:05 PM

Mayor: Kimberley Lund Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org
Council Members: Lisa Anderson, Chair Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org
Daniel Hammill, Michael Lilliquist https://cob.org/council

Call to Order
Committee Chair Anderson called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.

Roll Call

Present:
Committee Chair Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward
Committee Member Daniel Hammill, Third Ward (Attended remotely)
Committee Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward

Council Standing Committee Meetings:

Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions.
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote in the order shown below:

24565 1. First Quarter Financial Review p-3
Andy Asbjornsen, Finance Director, and Eric Johnson, Budget & Treasury Manager, provided an

update on the City's financial position at the end of Q1 2025. The presentation slides are available
online. Council Members discussed the presentation and asked questions.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:39 p.m.
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City of Bellingham

City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
June 9, 2025, 7:00 PM

Mayor: Kimberley Lund Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman, Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org
Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. “Skip” Williams, Lisa Anderson, https://cob.org/council

Michael Lilliquist and Jace Cotton

Call to Order
The City Council Regular meeting was called to order by Council President Huthman at 7:00pm.

Announcements & Upcoming Meetings:
Bellingham City Council meets all requirements of the State of Washington Open Public Meetings Act.

1. Land Acknowledgement Statement
Before we begin, we acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional and unceded
territory of the Lummi, Nooksack, Samish and Semiahmoo People who have cared for and
tended this land since time immemorial. Truth and acknowledgment are critical to building
mutual respect and connection across all barriers of heritage and difference. We begin this
effort to acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth. We pay respect to their
elders past and present. Please take a moment to consider the many legacies of violence,
displacement, migration, and settlement that bring us together here today. And please join us
in uncovering such truths at any and all public events.

2. Language Access
The Bellingham City Council provides Spanish interpretation at all regular evening meetings.
Interpretation can be accessed by in-person attendees by utilizing the headsets located at the
front of the room. Remote viewers can log on to cob.org/cczoom and click on the “Language”
icon at the bottom of the screen to listen in Spanish.

Roll Call

Present:
Council President Hollie Huthman, Second Ward
Council Member Hannah Stone, First Ward
Council Member Daniel Hammill, Third Ward
Council Member Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Fourth Ward
Council Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward
Council Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward
Council Member Jace Cotton, At-Large

Mayor's Report
Standing time for briefings, updates, and reports to Council by the Mayor.

24572 1. Mayor's Appointment to Sehome Hill Arboretum Board of Governors (Information) p.7
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Mayor Lund appointed Kendra Bradford to a third term on the Sehome Hill Arboretum Board of
Governors.

24573 2. Mayor's Appointment to the Planning and Development Commission (Approval) p.13
Mayor Lund appointed Lisa Marx to a first term on the Planning and Development Commission.

Jace Cotton / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to recommend approval of Lisa Marx to a first term
on the Planning and Development Commission.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
24574 3. Mayor's Appointment to the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board (Information) p. 17

Mayor Lund appointed Josiah Raffel-Smith to the one-year student term on the Parks & Recreation
Advisory Board.

Public Hearing

24560 1. Public Hearing Regarding the Draft 2026-2031 Transportation Improvement Program p. 23
(TIP)

Joel Pfundt, Public Works Director, presented the draft 2026-2031 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP), which is the City's comprehensive transportation planning and funding document.
The Transportation Commission endorsed the Six-Year TIP at the May 13, 2025 meeting and Council
will consider for approval at the June 23, 2025 meeting. Council Members discussed the plan and
asked questions.

Council President Huthman opened the public hearing.

Two individuals provided testimony.

Council President Huthman closed the public hearing.

Regular Meeting and Committee Sessions
The following are heard in both Committee sessions and Regular Meeting in order below:

Council Standing Committee Meetings:
Committee Of The Whole 9:00 AM
Hollie Huthman, Chair

Hannah Stone, Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Lisa Anderson, Michael Lilliquist, Jace Cotton

24501 1. Work Session on an Ordinance Relating to Landlord Tenant Relations, Adopting a p. 63
New Chapter in Title 6 of the Bellingham Municipal Code Prohibiting Landlords from
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Charging Tenants Unfair or Excessive Fees in Residential Rental Agreements and
Leases

City Council continued work session discussions on the draft ordinance relating to rental fees. For
more information on the amendments, see the Committee of the Whole minutes.

Hollie Huthman / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved for first and second reading as amended during
the Committee of the Whole meeting.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Michael Lilliquist / Lisa Anderson moved to request the Legislative Policy Analyst to research civil
and legal aid available to renters, focusing on the capacity and availability of mediation services for
landlords and renters during disputes.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

24502 2. Work Session on an Ordinance Related to Manufactured/Mobile Home Landlord p.74
Tenant Relations, Adopting a New Chapter in Title 6 of the Bellingham Municipal
Code Prohibiting Landlords from Charging Unfair or Excessive Fees in
Manufactured/Mobile Home Lease Agreements

City Council continued work session discussions on the draft ordinance relating to
manufactured/mobile home fees. For more information on the amendments, see the Committee of
the Whole minutes from June 2, 2025 and this afternoon.

Hollie Huthman / Daniel Hammill moved for first and second reading as amended during the
Committee of the Whole meeting.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Hollie Huthman / Michael Lilliquist moved to request the Legislative Policy Analyst to monitor the
long-term impacts of the rental ordinances, especially impacts on pet rental policies.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
24561 3. Update from State Representative Ramel on 2025 Legislative Session p. 92

State Representative Alex Ramel (40th Legislative District) provided a summary of activity from the
2025 state legislative session. Council Members discussed the session and asked questions.

24575 4. Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) Presentation p.93

Jason Korneliussen, Strategic Initiatives Manager for Health & Human Services, Marisa Schoeppach,
Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) Manager, and Cheri Johnson, Team Coordinator, provided an
update on the team's work in the community connecting individuals with basic needs such as food,
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shelter, medical care, and more. Council Members discussed the outreach and community efforts
and asked questions.

24576 5. A Non-Binding Multi-Jurisdictional Resolution Regarding Population, Housing and p-110

Employment Allocations.

Blake Lyon, Planning & Community Development Director, and Chris Behee, Long Range Planning
Manager, presented on the non-binding resolution, which creates a population reference for each
jurisdiction's land use and capital facility planning efforts for the comprehensive plan update. The
Whatcom County Council approved a comparable resolution on March 11, 2025. Council Members
discussed the resolution, and asked questions.

Hollie Huthman / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved final approval of Resolution #2025-08.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

24562 6. A Resolution Reaffirming the City of Bellingham as a Welcoming City Where People p. 122

Have a Right to Live Free of Discrimination, Violence and Systemic Barriers that
Threaten Their Safety, Well-Being and Human Rights

Council Member Stone presented on the draft Resolution, which rewrites Resolution #2017-10
affirming the City's policies and values relating to the safety of all people residing in Bellingham.
Council Members discuss the resolution, thanked Council Member Stone for her work, and asked

guestions. An ordinance will be forthcoming.

Hollie Huthman / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved final approval of Resolution #2025-09 as
amended during the Committee of the Whole meeting.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
7. Old/New Business

No discussion items for Old/New Business.

Executive Session 11:00 AM
Closed to the public. Report in the Regular Meeting only:

1. Potential Property Acquisition (Stamps, approx. 3 min.)

Staff provided information on a potential Lake Whatcom Watershed property acquisition. For
information and discussion. No action taken.

2. Potential Property Acquisition (Stamps, approx. 3 min.)

Staff provided information on a potential Lake Whatcom Watershed property acquisition. For
information and discussion. No action taken.
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3. Potential Property Acquisition (Stamps, approx. 3 min.)

Staff provided information on a potential Lake Whatcom Watershed property acquisition. For
information and discussion. No action taken.

4, Potential Property Acquisition (Stamps, approx. 3 min.)
Staff provided information on a potential property acquisition.

Daniel Hammill / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to authorize the Mayor to purchase a 0.66-acre
parcel, AFN 380236 504432, from Whatcom County for $15,000.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

5. Litigation: Land v. City of Bellingham, et. al. (Erb & Chaplin, approx. 15 min.)
Staff provided information on a litigation matter.

Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Jace Cotton moved to authorize the Mayor to retain special counsel to
represent city employees who were named as individual defendants in this matter.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
6. Potential Litigation (Marriner, approx. 15 min.)

Staff provided information on a potential litigation matter. For information and discussion. No
action taken.

Public Works and Natural Resources 3:30 PM
Hannah Stone, Chair
Lisa Anderson, Jace Cotton

24563 1. Cornwall Avenue Landfill Cleanup Public Works Board Loan Acceptance (EC018) p. 136

Mike Wilson, Assistant Director of Engineering, and Amy Kraham, Assistant City Attorney,
presented on a loan agreement, administered by the Washington State Department of Commerce,
to pay for a portion of the Cornwall Avenue Landfill Site Cleanup construction in connection with
cleanup at the R.G. Haley site, and Salish Landing Park. The loan is for $7,345,000 at 1.71% interest
over 20 years with no prepayment penalty. Council Members discussed the loan agreement and
asked questions.

Hannah Stone / Lisa Anderson moved to recommend approval of the Mayor to enter into the Public
Works Board Construction Funding Agreement with the Washington State Department of
Commerce.
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MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
24564 2. Community Tree Programs Pilot, Results and Next Steps p. 169

Joel Pfundt, Public Works Director, and Analiese Burns, Habitat & Restoration Manager, provided
an update on the Community Tree Pilot Program. Council Members discussed the pilot program and
asked questions.

Staff also acknowledged that Renee LaCroix, Assistant Director of Natural Resources, is retiring
after 25 years of service to the community.

Budget and Finance 4:05 PM
Lisa Anderson, Chair
Daniel Hammill, Michael Lilliquist

24565 1. First Quarter Financial Review p. 188
Andy Asbjornsen, Finance Director, and Eric Johnson, Budget & Treasury Manager, provided an
update on the City's financial position at the end of Q1 2025. The presentation slides are available

online. Council Members discussed the presentation and asked questions.

Consent Agenda
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial items and may be approved in a single motion. A
member of the Council may ask that an item be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.

24566 1. Approval of the 5/19/2025 City Council Committee and Regular Meeting Minutes p. 207

24567 2. Authorization of Payroll Labor Cost Payments Dated May 1, 2025 to May 15, 2025 p. 223

24571 3. Authorization of A/P Transactions Issued May 09, 2025 through May 15, 2025 p- 224
24568 4. Authorization of A/P Transactions Issued May 16, 2025 through May 22, 2025 p. 225
24569 5. Authorization of A/P Transactions Issued May 23, 2025 through May 29, 2025 p- 226
24570 6. Interagency Agreement for the Transfer of the Academy Road Stormwater Facility p. 227

from Whatcom County to the City of Bellingham
Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Michael Lilliquist moved approval of the Consent Agenda in its entirety.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.
Final Consideration of Ordinances

24540 1. An Ordinance of the City Of Bellingham Amending Chapter 17.82 BMC (Multifamily p. 324
Tax Exemption Program) to Expand the Areas Eligible for the 8-Year Market Rate and
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12-Year Affordable Housing Programs, Allow Exemptions for Co-Living Housing, Add
a 20-Year Exemption for Permanently Affordable Homeowner

Daniel Hammill / Michael Lilliquist moved approval for third and final reading. Upon motion, said
bill was placed on final passage and approved by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Huthman, Stone, Hammill, Williams, Anderson, Lilliquist, Cotton

NAYS: (None)

EXCUSED: (None)

MOTION CARRIED 7-0 and was thereafter named Ordinance #2025-06-009.
Public Comment Period

City Council heard public comments from fifteen individuals.

To access the recording visit, Public Comment Period Recordings - City of Bellingham.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:15pm.

Hollie Huthman, Council President

ATTEST: Kelley Goetz, Deputy City Clerk
APPROVED: 7/7/2025
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24601

Bill Number

City Council Agenda Bill

Subject: Approval of the 6/23/2025 City Council Committee and Regular Meeting Minutes

Summary Statement: Approval of the 6/23/2025 City Council Committee and Regular Meeting Minutes.

Previous Council Action: N/A

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Funding Source: N/A

Attachments: 1. 6/23/2025 DRAFT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Consent Agenda 07/07/2025 Vote to Approve N/A 0 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Council Committee: Agenda Bill Contact:
Jackie Weller, Council Staff

Reviewed By Department Date

Jackie 4 Weller Council Administration 06/27/2025
Council Action:

Jamee E End Legal 06/30/2025

Rimberley . Lund Executive 07/01/2025
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City of Bellingham

Public Works and Natural Resources Committee Minutes
June 23, 2025, 10:30 AM

Mayor: Kimberley Lund Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Chair Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org
Lisa Anderson, Jace Cotton https://cob.org/council

Call to Order
Committee Chair Stone called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

Roll Call

Present:
Committee Chair Hannah Stone, First Ward
Committee Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward
Committee Member Jace Cotton, At-Large

Council Standing Committee Meeting

Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions.
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote.

24578 1. Eldridge Avenue Non-Motorized Pilot Project Completion p.3

Joel Pfundt, Public Works Director, and Jessica Bennett, Engineer, presented for Council's
approval, the permanent acceptance of the non-motorized pilot project on Eldridge Avenue, which
ran from April 2024 to April 2025. In October 2022, the City Council voted to approve as a pilot, the
removal of on-street parking and installation of bike lanes on Eldridge Avenue. Council Members
discussed the pilot project and asked questions.

Jace Cotton moved to recommend approval of permanently retaining the Eldridge Avenue non-
motorized pilot project.

MOTION CARRIED 3-0.
24579 2. Resolution Adopting the 2026-2031 Transportation Improvement Program p. 187

OnJune 9, 2025, City Council held a public hearing on the Six-Year Transportation Improvement
Program (Six-Year TIP). Joel Pfundt, Public Works Director, returned to Council to request the
approval of the resolution adopting the 2026-2031 Transportation Improvement Program. Council
Members discussed the plan and asked questions.
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Lisa Anderson moved to recommend approval of the resolution adopting the 2026-2031
Transportation Improvement Program.

MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:09 a.m.
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City of Bellingham
Committee Of The Whole Minutes
June 23, 2025, 1:00 PM

Mayor: Kimberley Lund Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman, Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org
Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. “Skip” Williams, Lisa Anderson, https://cob.org/council

Michael Lilliquist and Jace Cotton

Call to Order
Council President Huthman called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

Roll Call

Present:
Council President Hollie Huthman, Second Ward
Council Member Hannah Stone, First Ward
Council Member Daniel Hammill, Third Ward
Council Member Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Fourth Ward
Council Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward
Council Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward
Council Member Jace Cotton, At-Large

Council Standing Committee Meetings:

Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions.
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote.

Please be advised that if the City Council is ahead of schedule, they may start with old/new business before
the official Committee of the Whole meeting time.

24588 1. Interlocal Agreement for Alternative Response Team (ART) Program Funding for p.3
2025-26

Jason Korneliussen, Health & Human Services, Strategic Initiatives Manager, and Malora
Christensen, Response Systems Division Manager at Whatcom County Health & Community
Services Department, presented the Interlocal Agreement (ILA) with Whatcom County for the
Alternative Response Team (ART) program. Council Members discussed the ILA and asked
questions.

Daniel Hammill / Jace Cotton moved to recommend approval of the Interlocal Agreement for the
Alternative Response Team (ART) program with Whatcom County.
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24589 2.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

An Ordinance Relating to Equal Protection and Equal Provision of City Services p.9
Regardless of Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity or Gender Expression, and
Creating a New Chapter of the Bellingham Municipal Code Regarding Such Matters

Council Member Stone presented the draft ordinance, which creates a new chapter of the
Bellingham Municipal Code (BMC) to provide equal protection of City services for LGBTQ+
community members. Council Members discussed the ordinance and asked questions. Council
plans to solicit community feedback prior to taking action on the ordinance.

Old/New Business
There were no discussion items for Old/New Business.

Council moved into Executive Session at 2:25 p.m. to discuss five items until 2:51 p.m.

1. Potential Property Acquisition

Potential Property Acquisition

Litigation: Land v. City of Bellingham, et. al.
Potential Litigation, Claim No. 2025-20
Potential Litigation

vk wnN

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:51 p.m.
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City of Bellingham

Planning Committee Minutes
June 23, 2025, 2:40 PM

Mayor: Kimberley Lund Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org
Council Members: Michael Lilliquist, Chair Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org
Hannah Stone, Lisa Anderson https://cob.org/council

Call to Order
Committee Chair Lilliquist called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

Roll Call

Present:
Committee Chair Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward
Committee Member Hannah Stone, First Ward
Committee Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward

Council Standing Committee Meetings

Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions.
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote.

24585 1. Work Session to Continue Discussion of Shift from Neighborhood Plans to Citywide p.3
Planning Processes

Blake Lyon, Planning & Community Development Director, and Chris Behee, Long Range Planning
Manager, continued discussions on the shift from neighborhood-based to citywide land use
planning as part of the City's long-term growth strategy. Council Members discussed and asked
questions.

24586 2. Work Session to Continue Discussion of Changes to Residential Zoning p.9
Blake Lyon, Planning & Community Development Director, and Chris Behee, Long Range Planning

Manager, presented proposed changes to residential zoning in response to implementing State
House Bill 1110. Council Members discussed the legislation, and asked questions.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:14 p.m.
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City of Bellingham

City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
June 23, 2025, 7:00 PM

Mayor: Kimberley Lund Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman, Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org
Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. “Skip” Williams, Lisa Anderson, https://cob.org/council

Michael Lilliquist and Jace Cotton

Call to Order
The City Council Regular meeting was called to order by Council President Huthman at 7:00 p.m.

Announcements & Upcoming Meetings:
Bellingham City Council meets all requirements of the State of Washington Open Public Meetings Act.

1. Land Acknowledgement Statement
Before we begin, we acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional and unceded
territory of the Lummi, Nooksack, Samish and Semiahmoo People who have cared for and
tended this land since time immemorial. Truth and acknowledgment are critical to building
mutual respect and connection across all barriers of heritage and difference. We begin this
effort to acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth. We pay respect to their
elders past and present. Please take a moment to consider the many legacies of violence,
displacement, migration, and settlement that bring us together here today. And please join us
in uncovering such truths at any and all public events.

2. Language Access
The Bellingham City Council provides Spanish interpretation at all regular evening meetings.
Interpretation can be accessed by in-person attendees by utilizing the headsets located at the
front of the room. Remote viewers can log on to cob.org/cczoom and click on the “Language”
icon at the bottom of the screen to listen in Spanish.

3. Upcoming Public Hearings
The City Council has three upcoming public hearings scheduled:

On July 7, the Council will hold a public hearing on a proposed resolution for the City to
relinquish a portion of a general utility easement retained within vacated Otis Street and E
Laurel Street as described in Ordinance 7207.

On July 21, the Council will hold a public hearing for consideration of a petition by property
owners to annex approximately 146-acres of land into the City of Bellingham. The annexation
area is located within the City's northern urban growth area, adjacent to the city limits, and
known as the Britton Road / Northern Heights annexation.

On July 21, the Council will hold a public hearing for consideration of the adoption of the
Barkley Urban Village and associated development regulations, on property owned primarily
by Talbot Real Estate LLC
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Detailed information on each of these hearings can be found on www.meetings.cob.org five
days prior to the hearing.

Roll Call

Present:
Council President Hollie Huthman, Second Ward
Council Member Hannah Stone, First Ward
Council Member Daniel Hammill, Third Ward
Council Member Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Fourth Ward
Council Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward
Council Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward
Council Member Jace Cotton, At-Large

Mayor's Report
Standing time for briefings, updates, and reports to Council by the Mayor.

24577 1. Mayor's Appointments to the Transportation Commission (Approval) p.6

Mayor Lund appointed Andrea Reiter and Jonathan Huegel to three-year terms on the
Transportation Commission.

Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Lisa Anderson moved to recommend approval of Andrea Reiter and
Jonathan Huegel to three-year terms on the Transportation Commission.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

24587 2. Mayor’s appointments to the Bellingham-Whatcom Public Facilities District Board of p. 14
Directors (Approval)

Mayor Lund made the following appointments to the Bellingham-Whatcom Public Facilities District
(PFD) Board of Directors:

e Dr. Sati Mookherjee to a first term, to fill a vacancy in a position.

e Bruce Tabb to a first term, to fill a vacancy that will be created when a current member’s
term ends.

These nominations and appointments are made jointly with the Whatcom County Executive.

Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Michael Lilliquist moved to recommend approval of Dr. Sati Mookherjee
to the Bellingham-Whatcom Public Facilities District (PFD) Board of Directors.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Jace Cotton moved to recommend approval of Bruce Tabb to the
Bellingham-Whatcom Public Facilities District (PFD) Board of Directors.
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MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Mayor Lund highlighted conversations from today's Committee of the Whole meeting to bring
forward an ordinance codifying LGBTQ+ protections and emphasized the City's values of equity,
dignity, and respect for LGBTQ+ community members.

Regular Meeting and Committee Sessions
The following are heard in both Committee sessions and Regular Meeting in order below:

Council Standing Committee Meetings:

Public Works and Natural Resources 10:30 AM
Hannah Stone, Chair
Lisa Anderson, Jace Cotton

24578 1.

24579 2.

Eldridge Avenue Non-Motorized Pilot Project Completion p.21

Joel Pfundt, Public Works Director, and Jessica Bennett, Engineer, presented for Council's approval,
the permanent acceptance of the non-motorized pilot project on Eldridge Avenue, which ran from
April 2024 to April 2025. In October 2022, the City Council voted to approve as a pilot, the removal
of on-street parking and installation of bike lanes on Eldridge Avenue. Council Members discussed
the pilot project and asked questions.

Hannah Stone / Jace Cotton moved to recommend approval of permanently retaining the Eldridge
Avenue non-motorized pilot project.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Resolution Adopting the 2026-2031 Transportation Improvement Program p. 205
OnJune 9, 2025, City Council held a public hearing on the Six-Year Transportation Improvement
Program (Six-Year TIP). Joel Pfundt, Public Works Director, returned to Council to request the
approval of the resolution adopting the 2026-2031 Transportation Improvement Program. Council
Members discussed the plan and asked questions.

Hannah Stone / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved final approval of Resolution #2025-10.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Committee Of The Whole 1:00 PM
Hollie Huthman, Chair
Hannah Stone, Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Lisa Anderson, Michael Lilliquist, Jace Cotton

24588 1. Interlocal Agreement for Alternative Response Team (ART) Program Funding for p. 219
2025-26
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Jason Korneliussen, Health & Human Services, Strategic Initiatives Manager, and Malora
Christensen, Response Systems Division Manager at Whatcom County Health & Community
Services Department, presented the Interlocal Agreement (ILA) with Whatcom County for the
Alternative Response Team (ART) program. Council Members discussed the ILA and asked
questions.

Hollie Huthman / Daniel Hammill moved to recommend approval of the Interlocal Agreement for
the Alternative Response Team (ART) program with Whatcom County.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

24589 2. An Ordinance Relating to Equal Protection and Equal Provision of City Services p. 225
Regardless of Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity or Gender Expression, and
Creating a New Chapter of the Bellingham Municipal Code Regarding Such Matters

Council Member Stone presented the draft ordinance, which creates a new chapter of the
Bellingham Municipal Code (BMC) to provide equal protection of City services for LGBTQ+
community members. Council Members discussed the ordinance and asked questions. Council
plans to solicit community feedback prior to taking action on the ordinance.

3. Old/New Business

There were no items for Old/New Business.

Executive Session 2:05 PM
Closed to the public. Report in the Regular Meeting only:

1. Potential Property Acquisition (Stamps, approx. 3 min.)

Staff provided information on a potential Lake Whatcom Watershed property acquisition totaling
60 acres with three potential development units.

Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Lisa Anderson moved to authorize the Mayor to close the real estate
transaction described in the City’s executed purchase and sale agreement with the property
owners, Mary & James Jansky, with a purchase price of $730,000. Closing is to occur on or around
July 18, 2025.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

2. Potential Property Acquisition (Stamps, approx. 3 min.)

Staff provided information on a potential Lake Whatcom Watershed property acquisition totaling
88.80 acres with no potential development units.
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Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Lisa Anderson moved to authorize the Mayor to close the real estate
transaction described in the City’s executed purchase and sale agreement with the property owner,
Skykomish Resources, LLC, with a purchase price of $1,038,000 plus DFL compensating tax of
approximately $35,000. Closing is to occur on or around July 18, 2025.
MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

3. Litigation: Land v. City of Bellingham, et. al. (Erb & Chaplin, approx. 10 min.
Staff provided information on a litigation matter.
Michael Lilliquist / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to authorize the Mayor to execute a negotiated
settlement agreement with the plaintiffs in this matter. The City will pay the plaintiffs $150,000.00
in exchange for a dismissal of their complaint, with prejudice, against all named defendants.
MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

4. Potential Litigation, Claim No. 2025-30 (Phillips, approx. 5 min.)
Staff provided information on a potential litigation matter.
Lisa Anderson / Daniel Hammill moved to authorize the Mayor to enter into a settlement
agreement with Kenny and Kara Wybenga with the following terms: Resolution of Claim No. 2025-
20 for the payment of $31,719.35 to the claimants for damages related to this claim.
MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

5. Potential Litigation (Kraham and Chaplin, approx. 10 min.)

Staff provided information on a potential litigation matter.

Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Jace Cotton moved to authorize the Mayor to retain outside counsel to
represent the City in litigation challenging federal grant conditions.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Planning 2:40 PM
Michael Lilliquist, Chair
Hannah Stone, Lisa Anderson

24585 1. Work Session to Continue Discussion of Shift from Neighborhood Plans to Citywide p. 233
Planning Processes

Blake Lyon, Planning & Community Development Director, and Chris Behee, Long Range Planning
Manager, continued discussions on the shift from neighborhood-based to citywide land use
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24586 2.

planning as part of the City's long-term growth strategy. Council Members discussed and asked
questions.

Work Session to Continue Discussion of Changes to Residential Zoning p. 239
Blake Lyon, Planning & Community Development Director, and Chris Behee, Long Range Planning

Manager, presented proposed changes to residential zoning in response to implementing State
House Bill 1110. Council Members discussed the legislation, and asked questions.

Consent Agenda
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial items and may be approved in a single motion. A
member of the Council may ask that an item be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.

24580 1.

24581 2.

24582 3.

24583 4.

24584 5.

Authorization of A/P Transactions Issued May 30, 2025 through June 05, 2025 p. 241
Authorization of Payroll Labor Cost Payments Dated May 16, 2025 to May 31, 2025 p. 242

Modification to Interlocal Agreement Between the City of Bellingham and Port of p. 243
Bellingham for City Labor Rate Increase for Mobile Radio Repairs

Grant Agreement with Washington State Department of Commerce to Renovate and p. 253
Upgrade Field Lighting at Joe Martin Stadium

Authorization of A/P Transactions Issued June 06, 2025 through June 12, 2025 p. 288
Daniel Hammill / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved approval of the Consent Agenda in its entirety.

MOTION CARRIED 7-0.

Final Consideration of Ordinances

24501 1. An Ordinance of the City of Bellingham, Washington, Relating to Landlord Tenant p. 289
Relations, Adopting a New Chapter in Title 6 of the Bellingham Municipal Code
Prohibiting Landlords From Charging Tenants Unfair or Excessive Fees in Residential
Rental Agreements and Leases
Daniel Hammill / Jace Cotton moved approval for third and final reading. Upon motion, said bill was
placed on final passage and approved by the following roll call vote:
AYES: Huthman, Stone, Hammill, Williams, Anderson, Lilliquist, Cotton
NAYS: (None)
EXCUSED: (None)
MOTION CARRIED 7-0 and was thereafter named Ordinance #2025-06-010.
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24502 2.

24461 3.

An Ordinance of the City of Bellingham, Washington, Related to p. 300
Manufactured/Mobile Home Landlord Tenant Relations, Adopting a New Chapter in

Title 6 of the Bellingham Municipal Code Prohibiting Landlords From Charging Unfair

or Excessive Fees in Manufactured/Mobile Home Lot Lease Agreements

Daniel Hammill / Jace Cotton moved approval for third and final reading. Upon motion, said bill was
placed on final passage and approved by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Huthman, Stone, Hammill, Williams, Anderson, Lilliquist, Cotton
NAYS: (None)
EXCUSED: (None)

MOTION CARRIED 7-0 and was thereafter named Ordinance #2025-06-011.
An Ordinance Relating to the Vacation of the Platted Alley Abutting Lots 14-18, Block p. 309
130, Fairhaven Land Company’s 2nd Add to Fairhaven, Whatcom County,

Washington

Michael Lilliquist / Daniel Hammill moved approval for third and final reading. Upon motion, said
bill was placed on final passage and approved by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Huthman, Stone, Hammill, Williams, Anderson, Lilliquist, Cotton
NAYS: (None)
EXCUSED: (None)

MOTION CARRIED 7-0 and was thereafter named Ordinance #2025-06-012.

Public Comment Period

City Council heard public comments from 46 individuals.

To access the recording visit, Public Comment Period Recordings - City of Bellingham.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:16 p.m.

Hollie Huthman, Council President

ATTEST: Kelley Goetz, Deputy City Clerk
APPROVED: 7/7/2025
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24602

Bill Number

City Council Agenda Bill

Subject: Authorization of A/P Transactions Issued June 12, 2025 through June 18, 2025

Summary Statement: In accordance with state law, approval is requested for the payments issued for City goods and services
received.

A/P EFT and EDI transactions, and check(s) #576675 through #576754, were issued during the pay period of June 12, 2025
through June 18, 2025, in the amount of $2,425,558.11.

Previous Council Action: 2025 Adopted Budget

Fiscal Impact: Payments issued for amounts shown above are within legally appropriated budget.

Funding Source: Citywide Funds

Attachments:

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time

Consent Agenda 07/07/2025 Authorize Accounts N/A 0 minutes
Payable

Recommended Motion:

Council Committee: Agenda Bill Contact:

Valerie Malanaphy, Finance Department

Reviewed By Department Date

Augela T Tinwell Finance Department 06/26/2025
Council Action:

Matthew 7 Stampe Legal 07/01/2025

Rimberley . Lund Executive 07/01/2025
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24603

Bill Number

City Council Agenda Bill

Subject: Authorization of Payroll Labor Cost Payments Dated June 1, 2025 to June 15, 2025

Summary Statement: For payroll payments related to the period of June 1, 2025 to June 15, 2025

Totals: $5,549,525.59

Previous Council Action: 2025 Adopted Budget

Fiscal Impact: Payroll labor costs payments issued for amounts shown above are within legally appropriated budget

Funding Source: Citywide Funds

Attachments:
Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Consent Agenda 07/07/2025 Authorize Payroll N/A 0 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Council Committee: Agenda Bill Contact:
Sarah Sokol, HR Payroll

Reviewed By Department Date

Augela T Tinwell Finance Department 06/26/2025
Council Action:

Matthew 7 Stampe Legal 07/01/2025

Rimberley . Lund Executive 07/01/2025

-178 -



24604

Bill Number

City Council Agenda Bill

Subject: Authorization of A/P Transactions Issued June 20, 2025 through June 26, 2025

Summary Statement: In accordance with state law, approval is requested for the payments issued for City goods and services
received.

A/P EFT and EDI transactions, and check(s) #576759 through #576851, were issued during the pay period of June 20, 2025
through June 26, 2025, in the amount of $7,829,904.52.

Previous Council Action: 2025 Adopted Budget

Fiscal Impact: Payments issued for amounts shown above are within legally appropriated budget.

Funding Source: Citywide Funds

Attachments:

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time

Consent Agenda 07/07/2025 Authorize Accounts N/A 0 minutes
Payable

Recommended Motion:

Council Committee: Agenda Bill Contact:

Joan Pringle, Finance Department

Reviewed By Department Date

Augeta T Tenuell Finance Department 06/26/2025
Council Action:

WMatthew 7 Stampe Legal 07/01/2025

Rimberley §. Lund Executive 07/01/2025
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