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CITY OF BELLINGHAM
CONTRACT #

%ol °l' OOSl

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT
between

CITY OF BELLINGHAM
and

PORT OF BELLINGHAM

THIS INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT (‘‘Agreement”) is entered into b> and between
the CITY OF BELLINGHAM (the "City"), a municipal corporation of the State of
Washington, and the PORT OF BELLINGHAM (the '‘Port”), a municipal corporation
of the State of Washington. The City and the Port may be referred to collectively herein
as the “Parties”.

PURPOSE: The purpose of this Agreement is to set forth the terms and
conditions upon which the City may install, maintain and repair communications
equipment for the Port upon request.

1.

2. SCOPE OF SERVICES:

The City may provide maintenance and repair services for two-way
communications equipment to the Port both at the City’s Pacific Street
Communications Shop and as requested at various Port locations utilizing
two-way radio equipment. Equipment includes mobile, portable, and fixed
base radio equipment in use by the Port, as well as accessories for that
equipment including headsets, chargers, intercom systems, etc. Port
equipment will be placed on the same scheduling priority as similar City
equipment, with city equipment of the same priority given preference,
except as the City may otherwise determine is in the best interest of the
City.

2.1

The City will provide installation services of mobile and fixed base radio
equipment and other emergency services related equipment such as
emergency lights and sirens, which is purchased by the Port and provided
to the City for installation. Any equipment purchased by the City at the
Port’s request shall be reimbursed at cost. Installation of equipment will
be performed either at the Pacific Street communications Shop or at the
Port Facilities, at the City’s option. Port will be placed on the same
scheduling priority as similar City equipment, with City equipment of the
same priority given preference, except as the City may otherwise
determine is in the best interest of the City.

2.2

The City may work with the Port to establish a preventative maintenance
plan for all the Port's communications equipment. The City may establish
a schedule by which it will test Port radio equipment to ensure that
equipment is operating within FCC specifications.

2.3
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The City has a communications shop with staff on call 24/7/365 days a
year. The City will provide the same availability to the Port for use in the
event of an emergency.

2.4

3. PAYMENT:

Payment for communications repair and installation services will be on a
time and materials basis. The labor rate shall be $90.00 per hour through
2019. After that, the City will evaluate the shop rate and make any
necessary adjustments on an annual basis. Any change to the shop rate
will be effective January 1 of each year.

3.1

Payment for service provided outside the normal business hours of 0630 to
1700, Monday-Friday, and on designated holidays as outlined in the
current labor settlement for AFSCME #114 shall be billed at the rate of 1.5
times the current standard shop rate.

3.2

The City shall invoice the Port for work perfonned under this Agreement.
Payment shall be made within thirty (30) days. Delinquent amounts shall
accrue interest at the rate of 12% per annum.

3.3

RELATIONSHIP TO THE PARTIES: The parties agree that they are each
independent entities operating pursuant to the terms and conditions of this Agreement. No
agent, employee, servant or representative of any party shall be deemed to be an
employee, agent, servant or representative of any other party for any purpose. Each party
will be solely and entirely responsible for its acts and for the acts of its agents, employees,
and servants during the term of this agreement.

4.

INDEMNIFICATION: Each party agrees to protect, defend, appear, save
harmless and indemnify each other party from and against all claims, suits and actions
arising from the intentional or negligent acts or omissions of such party, its agents or
employees in the performance of this Agreement. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the
City shall not be responsible to the Port for any liabilities or losses incurred as a result of
equipment malfunction allegedly caused in whole or in part by the City’s work (or lack
thereof) on such equipment. The City’s obligations under this paragraph are further
limited by Paragraphs 11 and 12 of this Agreement.

5.

EXTENT OF AGREEMENT: This Agreement contains all of the terms and
conditions agreed upon by the parties. The parties agree that there are no other
understandings, oral or otherwise, regarding the subject matter of this Agreement.

6.

MODIFICATION: No changes or modifications of this Agreement shall be valid
or binding upon either party to this Agreement unless such changes or modifications be
in writing and executed by authorized representatives of both parties.

7.
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RECORDING: The City shall record this Agreement with the Whatcom County
Auditor or post it on the City's website in accordance with the Interlocal Cooperation Act,
Chapter 39.34 RCW.

8.

RESPONSIBLE PERSONS: The person responsible for administration of this
Agreement on behalf of each party shall be the Director of Public Works and the Port
Director. All correspondence, letters or other notices shall be directed to the foregoing
parties at the following addresses/phone numbers:

9.

Director of Public Works
City of Bellingham
210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, WA 98226
(360) 778-7900

Executive Director
Port of Bellingham
1801 Roeder Ave.
Bellingham, W A 98227
(360) 676-2500

TERM; TERMINATION: This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect
unless and until terminated by either party upon the giving of ninety (90) days written
notice to the other, at which time any remaining financial obligations for services
rendered prior to termination shall be paid in full.

10.

WARR 4NTIES: THE CITY MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR
WARRANTIES, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TO THE
PARTS AND MATERIALS USED IN THE INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE OR
REPAIR OF THE PORT'S EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING, BY WAY OF EXAMPLE
AND NOT LIMITATION, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF TITLE, MERCHANT
ABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. THESE PARTS AND
MATERIALS ARE PURCHASED ON THE OPEN MARKET AND IN NO EVENT
SHALL THE CITY BE LIABLE TO THE PORT OR ANY OTHER PERSON,
REGARDLESS OF CAUSE, FOR THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PARTS OR
MATERIALS OR FOR ANY SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL OR
CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING FROM OR OCCASIONED BY THE
PARTS OR MATERIALS.

11.

CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES: In no event and under no circumstances shall
the City be liable to the Port for any interest loss of anticipated revenue, increased
expense of operations, loss by reason of shutdow n or non-operation, or for any
consequential, indirect or special damages.

12.

DIRECTION AND CONTROL: The parties hereto do not intend to create any
separate or legal administrative entity by this Agreement but, rather, intend for this
mutual Agreement to govern for the purposes contained herein.

13.

STATUS OF AGREEMENT: This Agreement is in addition to, and is not
intended to replace, substitute, modify or otherwise amend any other agreement between
the City and the Port. This Agreement is only limited to the purposes stated herein. The
other agreements continue in effect according to the terms of those agreements.

14.
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SEVERABILITY: If any provision of this Agreement is held to be invalid, illegal
or unenforceable for any reason, that holding shall not affect or impair, in any manner, the
validity, legality or enforceability of the remainder of this Agreement.

15.

EXECUTED this / 0 day of
BELLINGHAM by: 7

, 2019 for the PORT OF

Executive Director

day ofEXECUTED this
BELLINGHAM by:

, 2019 for CITY OF

Departmental Approval:

Ted A. Carlson, Public Works
Director

Attest: Approved as to Form:
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24583

Bill Number

Subject: Grant Agreement with Washington State Department of Commerce to Renovate and Upgrade 
Field Lighting at Joe Martin Stadium

Summary Statement: The Washington State Department of Commerce has awarded a $700,000 grant to the Parks & Recreation 
Department for lighting improvements at Joe Martin Stadium. The attached Grant Agreement details the terms of this funding, which 
will be used to replace the existing wooden light poles and sodium halide fixtures with energy efficient LED fixtures and durable 
metal light poles. This project will provide a benefit to the public by enhancing public safety, reliability, sustainability, and 
accessibility while decreasing energy consumption and operations costs.

Previous Council Action: Approval of the 2025 Budget.

Fiscal Impact: $700,000

Funding Source: Washington State Department of Commerce

Attachments:  1. GRANT AGREEMENT

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Consent Agenda 06/23/2025 Vote to Approve Nicole Oliver, Parks & 

Recreation Directoir
0 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Melissa Bianconi, Recreation Manager

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Nicole C Oliver Parks & Recreation 06/17/2025

James E Erb Legal 06/17/2025
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 06/17/2025

City Council Agenda Bill
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24584

Bill Number

Subject: Authorization of A/P Transactions Issued June 06, 2025 through June 12, 2025

Summary Statement: In accordance with state law, approval is requested for the payments issued for City goods and services 
received.

A/P EFT and EDI transactions, and check(s) #576577 through #576674, were issued during the pay period of June 06, 2025 
through June 12, 2025, in the amount of $2,343,457.28.

Previous Council Action: 2025 Adopted Budget

Fiscal Impact: Payments issued for amounts shown above are within legally appropriated budget.

Funding Source: Citywide Funds

Attachments:  

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Consent Agenda 06/23/2025 Authorize Accounts 

Payable
N/A 0 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Joan Pringle, Finance Department

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Andrew D Asbjornsen Finance Department 06/16/2025

Matthew T Stamps Legal 06/17/2025
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 06/17/2025

City Council Agenda Bill
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24501

Bill Number

Subject: An Ordinance of the City of Bellingham, Washington, Relating to Landlord Tenant Relations, 
Adopting a New Chapter in Title 6 of the Bellingham Municipal Code Prohibiting Landlords From 
Charging Tenants Unfair or Excessive Fees in Residential Rental Agreements and Leases

Summary Statement: The Bellingham City Council is weighing two proposed ordinances that define which rental fees are 
permitted, limit amounts for some rental fees, and promote fee transparency. Work on these ordinances has been ongoing since fall 
of 2024 and has included a public engagement process. An executive summary and full report of this public engagement work are 
available at engagebellingham.org.

Previous Council Action: Council has considered this ordinance or related topics at committee meetings on 8/12/24, 
9/30/24, 10/21/24, 12/9/24 ,12/16/24, 1/6/25, 3/24/25, 4/14/25, 5/5/25, 5/19/25, 6/2/25, and 6/9/25

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Funding Source: N/A

Attachments:  1. ORDINANCE

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Third and Final 
Reading

06/23/2025 Pass Ordinance N/A 2 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Jackie Weller, Council Staff

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 
Committee Of The Whole

Jackie A Weller Council Administration 04/09/2025

Alan A Marriner Legal 04/09/2025
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 04/09/2025

City Council Agenda Bill
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Ordinance Prohibiting Unfair or Excessive  
Fees in Residential Leases - 1 
 
 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

ORDINANCE NO.   
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO 
LANDLORD TENANT RELATIONS, ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER IN TITLE 6 OF THE 
BELLINGHAM MUNICIPAL CODE PROHIBITING LANDLORDS FROM CHARGING 
TENANTS UNFAIR OR EXCESSIVE FEES IN RESIDENTIAL RENTAL AGREEMENTS 
AND LEASES 
 
WHEREAS, rental vacancy rates continue to be below what is widely considered a healthy 
market of five to seven percent and continue to remain around two or three percent; and 
 
WHEREAS, more than twenty-thousand Bellingham renters are cost-burdened, including at 
least 6,450 are severely cost-burdened, according to 2023 HUD Comprehensive Housing 
Affordability Strategy Dataset; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Consumer Law Center 2023 report “Too Damn High How Junk 
Fees Add to Skyrocketing Rent” finds that excessive and unfair fees make quality and 
habitable rental housing harder to access and afford; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2021 Zillow Consumer Housing Trends Report finds that renters of color pay 
more application fees and are required to pay higher security deposits; and 
 
WHEREAS, the White House issued Fact Sheet: Biden-Harris Administration Takes on Junk 
Fees in Rental Housing to Lower Costs for Renters on July 19, 2023, which describes steps 
that the Biden-Harris administration has taken to crack down on rental junk fees and lower 
costs for renters; and 
 
WHEREAS, the US Department of Housing and Urban Development published a Policy & 
Practice brief in July 2023 providing an overview of the research on rental fees and 
encouraging local governments to take action to limit and better disclose fees charged to 
renters in advance of and during tenancy; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bellingham residents have shared their personal experiences with junk fees with 
the City Council during open public meetings including, most recently, during the Council 
meeting on September 16, 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, city staff presented summaries of public engagement efforts, including a large 
public survey and focus groups with landlords, tenants, and service providers, during the 
Council meeting on March 28, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, this ordinance is an exercise of the City of Bellingham's police and regulatory 
authority derived from Washington Constitution article XI, section 11 and is consistent with 
RCW 35.22.280; and 
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Ordinance Prohibiting Unfair or Excessive  
Fees in Residential Leases - 2 
 
 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

WHEREAS, with the adoption of recent state legislation House Bill 1110 and House Bill 1337 
regarding middle housing and accessory dwelling units (ADUs), the City is likely to see an 
increase in small scale landlords. 
 

 
NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM DOES ORDAIN: 
 
SECTION 1. A new chapter, designated as BMC 6.16, is added under the chapter heading 
“Prohibited Fees and Deposits in Residential Rentals” to read as follows: 
 
BMC 6.16.010 - Definitions.  
 
For the purposes of this chapter: 
 
“Assistance animal” means an animal that works, provides assistance, or performs tasks for 
the benefit of a person with a disability, or that provides emotional support that alleviates one 
or more identified effects of a person’s disability. An “assistance animal” is not a “pet”. 
 
“Director” means the director of the department of planning and community development or 
the director’s designee. 
 
“Dwelling unit” or “unit” has the same meaning as in RCW 59.18.030(10). For purposes of 
this ordinance, a “dwelling unit” or “unit” shall also include real property that is rented to a 
tenant for the placement of a tiny house or similar structure that is used as a home, 
residence, or sleeping place by one person or by two or more persons maintaining a common 
household.  
 
“Fee” means any payment by the tenant that is proffered or imposed by the landlord, but 
does not include the monthly rent, charges for damages to the unit, or reimbursement for 
improvements that are requested by the tenant and that are not required of the landlord by 
the rental agreement or by RCW 59.18.060. “Fee” may include charges designated by the 
landlord as additional rent if those charges are conditionally and differentially imposed on 
otherwise similar tenancies. 
 
“Household member” includes individuals who reside in the same dwelling and share 
common living spaces with others. This can include family members, roommates, or other 
individuals who live together as part of a single domestic unit.  
 
“Housing subsidy program” means a program that pays all or a portion of a tenant’s rent 
based on the tenant’s financial need. 
 
“Landlord” has the same meaning as in RCW 59.18.030(16). 
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Ordinance Prohibiting Unfair or Excessive  
Fees in Residential Leases - 3 
 
 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

“Late fee” means any fee, cost, or charge imposed by the landlord for the tenant's failure to 
pay rent in full after the specified grace period of at least five (5) days following its due date. 
 
“Mandatory fee” means any fee that is non-optional, including, but not limited to, a fee, cost, 
or charge (whether one-time or recurring) for a service or amenity that is required as a 
condition for the use and occupancy of a dwelling unit where a tenant cannot opt-out or 
substitute for that service including, for example, fees for mandatory parking permits, tenant 
benefit package, technology fee, renter insurance plan, utility service where the tenant does 
not have a direct account with the utility service provider, or a shared amenity costs. 
 
“Monthly rent” or “one month’s rent” means a recurring, periodic, and fixed monthly charge 
identified in the lease agreement for use and occupancy of residential rental property. If the 
rent varies from month to month, or is not paid or otherwise apportioned on a monthly basis, 
for the purposes of this chapter, “monthly rent” shall mean the amount prorated on an equal, 
monthly basis. Except if specified otherwise, if a tenant pays a portion of rent and the 
remainder is covered by a subsidy, for the purposes of this subsection, “monthly rent” 
includes both the tenant’s payment and subsidy. 
 
“Non-profit service organization” means a tax-exempt entity, including, but not limited to, 
religious institutions, higher education institutions, rapid rehousing programs, or other 
housing assistance programs that offer services to support individuals and families in need. 
 
“Optional fee” includes any fee, cost, or charge for a service or amenity that is not a condition 
for the use and occupancy of a dwelling unit, such as fees for furnishings, optional parking 
permits, or additional storage space outside of the dwelling unit. 
 
“Pet” or “Common household pet” means a domesticated animal, such as a dog or cat, that is 
commonly kept in the home for pleasure or companionship rather than commercial purposes. 
 
"Pet deposit" means any monies collected by a landlord from current or prospective tenant as 
a condition of permitting the tenant’s pet animals to reside in the dwelling unit of the tenant. 
 
“Rapid rehousing program” means a program that provides short-term rental assistance and 
services designed to help individuals and families obtain housing quickly, increase self-
sufficiency, and stay housed, consistent with the local Homeless Housing Strategic Plan as 
described in RCW 43.185C.045.   
 
“Rent” has the same meaning as in RCW 59.18.030(29). 
 
“Rental agreement” or "lease" has the same meaning as in RCW 59.18.030(30). 
 
"Security Deposit" means any monies collected by a landlord from a prospective or current 
tenant as security for the performance of the tenant’s obligations set forth in the rental 
agreement. 
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Ordinance Prohibiting Unfair or Excessive  
Fees in Residential Leases - 4 
 
 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

 
“Subsidized housing” has the same meaning as RCW 59.18.030(33). 
  
“Tenant” has the same meaning as in RCW 59.18.030(34). 
 
“Total monthly payment” means the sum of the rent plus all mandatory fees and optional 
fees, if any, associated with the rental of a dwelling unit. 
 
“Unfair or excessive fees” means fees, costs, or charges that are prohibited by State, 
Federal, or local law including any mandatory or optional fees, costs, or charges that are not 
conspicuously disclosed in a rental agreement or lease, or later agreed to by a tenant, in a 
writing that complies with the requirements of this chapter.  
 
BMC 6.16.020 Disclosure of Fees Required 
 

1. A landlord must disclose in any advertisement, listing, or application form of a 
dwelling unit, unless infeasible due to size constraints, unavoidable word limits, or 
similar impediments, as well as in the rental agreement: 
 

a. The monthly rent of the dwelling unit;  

b. All utilities for which the tenant is responsible; 

c. Any utilities included in the monthly rent; and  

d. The amounts of any optional or mandatory fees. 

2. A landlord must conspicuously disclose on the first page of the rental agreement all 
mandatory and optional fees and utilities associated with a dwelling unit. 

 
BMC 6.16.030 – Reasonable Fees Permitted 
 
A landlord may charge a tenant for following fees in addition to rent: 
 

1. An applicant screening fee or application fee that does not exceed $50.00 plus CPI-U 
for the Seattle/Tacoma/Bellevue region calculated on an annual basis -June over 
June per application; 

2. A refundable security deposit that does not exceed the Monthly Rent for one month. 
However, a non-profit service organization may offer to pay a security deposit not to 
exceed the amount of monthly rent for two months on behalf of their client, which the 
landlord may accept. This subsection does not apply to subsidized housing where the 
rent is based on the income of the tenant; 
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Ordinance Prohibiting Unfair or Excessive  
Fees in Residential Leases - 5 
 
 

City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

3. A pet damage deposit that does not exceed 30% of the Monthly Rent. The receipt, 
handling, and disbursement of the pet deposit shall follow the requirements for a 
security deposit set under RCW 59.18; 

4. A fee for utilities, if any, that are not included in the rent. The fee for utilities may not 
exceed the actual cost of the utilities used by the tenant or tenants. Where the actual 
use of the utilities by the tenant or tenants cannot be determined, then the cost for 
utilities may be apportioned among the tenants on an equitable basis, provided that 
the landlord provides a clear accounting or methodology for calculating utility fees. A 
landlord may not charge a tenant an amount for utilities that exceeds the utility 
charges actually paid by the landlord on behalf of the tenant; 

5. A reasonable fee for any optional good or service that is provided to the tenant where 
the tenant opts in to receiving the good or service, in writing, after receiving a 
disclosure that contains: 

a. a concise description of the optional good or service, 

b. the amount of the fee for the good or service, 

c. how the tenant may later opt out of receiving the good or service, and 

d. a clear statement of the tenant’s right to rent the dwelling unit or continue to 
rent the dwelling unit if the tenant opts out of receiving the good or service; 

6. A late fee each month that does not exceed 2% of the portion of the outstanding 
Monthly Rent past due and owed by the tenant. A landlord shall not charge the tenant 
a late fee for the portion of the outstanding Monthly Rent past due and owed by a 
housing subsidy program in accordance with a written agreement. If a tenant pays a 
portion of rent and the remainder is covered by a subsidy, for the purposes of this 
subsection “outstanding monthly rent” includes only the tenant’s portion; 

7. A fee for any payment returned to the landlord for insufficient funds that does not 
exceed the actual costs to the landlord imposed by the financial institution; and 

8. A lease violation fee up to $75 a month for a violation of terms of a rental agreement 
or noncompliance with a rental agreement, provided that the tenant must have 
received a prior written warning for the same violation and a reasonable opportunity to 
cure the violation, and the fee is disclosed in a rental agreement. Nothing in this 
section limits the landlord’s rights to seek other remedies at law or in equity, or to 
execute the terms of the lease agreement with regard to lease violations or non-
compliance with the rental agreement. 

BMC 6.16.040 - Unfair or Excessive Fees Prohibited. 
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City of Bellingham 
City Attorney 

210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

360-778-8270 

1. A landlord may not require a tenant to pay any mandatory or optional fee, except as 
provided in this chapter or in RCW 59.18. Mandatory or optional fees other than those 
identified in BMC 6.16.030 or in RCW 59.18 constitute unfair or excessive fees, which 
are prohibited. 
 

2. In addition, the following fees are unfair and excessive fees and cannot be added as 
optional: 
 

a. Any fee for the use of an in-unit appliance by a tenant;  
 

b. Any fee for a tenant's access to common areas. This section does not apply 
when the fee is associated with providing the tenant exclusive access to a 
common area facility on a temporary basis, such as the rental of a clubhouse 
for a private event; 

 
c. Any fee to accept rent payments or other payments by personal check, money 

order, cashier’s check, or ACH. If the landlord uses a third-party payment 
vendor where the landlord may opt to either pay an additional fee or for the 
tenant to pay an additional fee to use a rental payment method such as ACH, 
the landlord is prohibited from opting to have the fee imposed on the tenant; 

 
d. Any fee for mail and package collection and distribution; 

 
e. Any single time or periodic fee required for a pet or pets to occupy the unit that 

exceeds 2% of monthly rent or any such fee if the landlord collects a pet 
deposit per BMC 6.16.030 (3); 

 
f. Any fee for the performance of a landlord duty required under RCW 

59.18.060; or 
 

g. A fee for a partial change of tenancy at the end of the current lease, such as 
adding or removing a tenant to the rental agreement. This does not include 
application fees under BMC 6.16.030 (1). 

 
 
 
 
BMC 6.16.050 - Rental Agreement Provisions in Violation Null and Void. 
 

1. Any provision of a rental agreement or lease that is entered into or renewed after the 
effective date of this chapter in violation of BMC 6.16.020 shall be deemed against 
public policy and shall be void and unenforceable.  
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210 Lottie Street 
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360-778-8270 

2. After the effective date of this chapter, the inclusion of a prohibited provision in a new 
or renewed rental agreement is also a violation of this chapter. 

 
 
BMC 6.16.060 - Retaliation Prohibited. 
 

1. It is a violation of this chapter for any landlord or other person to retaliate against a 
tenant, prospective tenant, or other person attempting to exercise rights conferred by 
this chapter: Retaliation includes, but is not limited to, any of the following: 

 
a. Refusing to provide, accept, or approve a rental application, rental agreement, 

or renewal of a rental agreement; 
 

b. Applying more onerous terms, conditions, or privileges to a rental application 
process or rental agreement, including increased rent; 

 
c. Misrepresenting any material fact when providing a rental reference against a 

tenant; or 
 

d. Alleging, or threatening or making an implied willingness to allege, to a 
government agency that a tenant, prospective tenant, or household member of 
the tenant or prospective tenant is without lawful presence in the United 
States. 

 
2. If a person takes any of the actions identified in this subsection within 120 days of the 

date that a tenant or prospective tenant has exercised their rights under this chapter, 
there shall be a rebuttable presumption that the action was taken in retaliation for the 
exercise of those rights. 

 
3. Protections in this section apply to those who mistakenly but in good faith allege 

violations of this chapter. 
 
 
BMC 6.16.070 - Civil Action Remedy. 
 

1. In addition to any other remedy provided by this chapter or allowed by law, any 
tenant, prospective tenant, or other person claiming injury may bring an action in a 
court of competent jurisdiction to enforce the provisions of this chapter and is entitled 
to all remedies available at law or in equity appropriate to remedy any violation of this 
chapter, including declaratory or injunctive relief.   

 
2. A landlord or other person who is in violation of this chapter is liable to the tenant, 

prospective tenant, or other person in a private right of action for: 
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a. Three times the actual damages suffered by the tenant, or $2,000, whichever 
is greater; or three times the actual damages suffered by a prospective tenant 
or $1,000, whichever is greater; 

 
b. Double the amount of any deposit unlawfully charged or withheld; and 

 
c.  Costs of suit or arbitration, reasonable attorney's fees, as well as other forms 

of relief. 
 
BMC 6.16.080 - Additional Affirmative Defense to An Unlawful Detainer and Other 
Actions. 
 
In addition to any other legal defense a tenant may have: 
 

1. It is an additional affirmative defense to an unlawful detainer or other eviction action 
where the cause is the non-payment of rent that a landlord is in violation of this 
chapter. 

 
2. It is an additional affirmative defense to an unlawful detainer or other eviction action 

that the action is in retaliation for the tenant asserting their rights under this ordinance. 
 

3. It is a defense to any action to enforce a rental agreement, to impose penalties, or to 
forfeit a deposit contrary to the requirements of the chapter that the landlord is in 
violation of this chapter. 

 
A tenant or other person who prevails in any of the above defenses shall be awarded 
reasonable attorney fees and costs. 
 
 
BMC 6.16.110 - Miscellaneous Provisions. 
 

1. Remedies and penalties provided in this chapter are in addition to any other existing 
legal remedies and are not intended to be exclusive. 

 
2. Nothing in this chapter eliminates a tenant’s rights under a rental agreement, 

including the right to civil relief if a landlord violates a rental agreement. 
 

3. The provisions of this chapter may not be waived, and any term of any rental 
agreement or other agreement that purports to waive or limit a tenant’s substantive or 
procedural rights under this chapter are contrary to public policy, unenforceable, and 
void. 
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4. All provisions in this chapter should be read in harmony with state and federal law, 
and if there is any question or conflict between Bellingham and state law, state law 
will apply. 

 
BMC 6.16.120 - Severability. 
 
If any section, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this chapter or its application to any 
person or circumstance is held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
that invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other 
provision and the remainder of this chapter, or the application of those provisions to other 
persons or circumstances, shall not be affected.  
 
SECTION 2. Effective Date.  

  

This ordinance shall have an effective date of August 1, 2025 

 
PASSED by the Council this   day of  , 2025. 
 
 

  
Council President 

 
 
APPROVED by me this   day of  , 2025. 
 
 
 

  
Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST:  

Finance Director 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
  
Office of the City Attorney 
 
 
Published: 
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APPROVED by me this    day of   , 2024.  

  

  

      ____________________ 

Mayor  

  

  

ATTEST:   

Finance Director  

  

  

  

APPROVED AS TO FORM:  

  

   
Office of the City Attorney  

  

   

Published:  
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