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Barriers to Implementing 
Plastic Bans and Reuse 
Ordinances

• Cost
• Greenwashing of compostable 

alternatives
• Consistency and availability in the 

marketplace
• PFAS used in the production of 

compostable alternatives
• Lack of incentives
• Equitable enforcement
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Moving Forward

• Less trucks on the road=reduced 
green house gas emissions

• Helping to achieve Whatcom County 
Comprehensive Solid and Hazardous 
Waste Management Plan organics 
management goals

• Improving landfill diversion
• Continue data gathering for Single 

Use Plastics through education, 
outreach and technical assistance
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Presented by: Sean O’Neill
Sanitation and Solid Waste Manager, Public Works

360.778.7758  sponeill@cob.org

Reducing Landfill Waste:
Recycling and Single-Use Plastics Update 
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24315

Bill Number

Subject: Eldridge Avenue Non-Motorized Pilot Project Update

Summary Statement: On October 3, 2022, Bellingham City Council held a public hearing to consider removal of on-street parking 
to install bike lanes on several arterial streets, including Eldridge Avenue, in accordance with the adopted Bicycle Master Plan. 
Council subsequently voted to approve parking removal on October 24, 2022.  Eldridge Avenue parking removal was subject to a 
one-year pilot. Project construction was completed in April 2024. Although the one-year pilot is still ongoing, staff will brief Council 
and the public on the results of the data collected to date and provide an update on the expected timeline for final results and 
recommendations from the pilot study.

Previous Council Action: Approval of parking removal on Eldridge Avenue for pilot project; Adoption of Six-Year (2023-
2028) Transportation Improvement Program (TIP); Adoption of the 2023-2024 Budget; and construction contract award

Fiscal Impact: None

Funding Source: N/A

Attachments:  1. STAFF MEMO
2. PRESENTATION SLIDES
3. DRAFT TRAFFIC COUNTS
4. DRAFT TRAFFIC SPEED DATA SUMMARY MAP
5. DRAFT BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN COUNTS

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Committee Briefing - 
Information Only

11/04/2024 Information/Discussion Joel Pfundt, Interim Public 
Works Co-Director

10 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Jessica Bennett, PE, Project Engineer

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 
Public Works and Natural Resources 
Committee

Joel F. Pfundt Public Works 10/11/2024

Matthew T. Stamps Legal 10/14/2024
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/30/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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STAFF REPORT

TO: CITY COUNCIL
FROM: JOEL PFUNDT, INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS CO-DIRECTOR

MIKE WILSON, ASSISTANT PUBLIC WORKS CO-DIRECTOR – 
ENGINEERING

CC: MAYOR KIM LUND
SUBJECT: ELDRIDGE NON-MOTORIZED PILOT PROJECT UPDATE
DATE: NOVEMBER 4, 2024

BACKGROUND: 

The City of Bellingham Public Works Engineering Division designs and constructs projects 
to improve streets for non-motorized users, implementing the Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Master plans. The Westside Non-Motorized Improvements Project (ES563) added and 
improved bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure in 15 locations throughout Bellingham, 
primarily on the west side of town. Included in that project was Eldridge Avenue, between 
Broadway Ave and Nequalicum Ave, where parking removal allowed for installation of 
buffer-protected bike lanes. Additionally, crossings at four locations (Victor, West, 
Lafayette, and Nequalicum) were improved with marked crosswalks, rectangular rapid 
flashing beacons (RRFBs), and ADA curb ramp improvements. Crossings on all other side 
streets in the project limits were marked. The Henry St crossing, near the west side 
entrance of Carl Lobe Park, had ADA curb ramp improvements installed. Planned 
connecting bike boulevards along Lafayette, Monroe, West, and North Streets were 
marked with shared lane markings. The pedestrian and bicycle connections provided by 
the project are shown in Figure 1.

This project was initially identified in the 2023-2028 Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP).  On October 3, 2022, Bellingham City Council held a public hearing to consider 
removal of on-street parking to install bike lanes on several arterial streets, including 
Eldridge Avenue, in accordance with the adopted Bicycle Master Plan, and City Council 
subsequently voted to approve parking removal on October 24, 2022.  Eldridge Avenue 
parking removal was subject to a one-year pilot.  City staff held a well-attended open 
house to discuss all aspects of the project on February 16, 2023.  The construction 
contract for ES563 was authorized by Council on July 10, 2023 and the Eldridge Avenue 

City of Bellingham 
210 Lottie Street 

Bellingham, WA  98225 
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improvements were completed in April 2024.  For context, a project timeline is provided 
below in Table 1.  This report serves as an update to the pilot project and related traffic 
data collection.

Figure 1 Eldridge Pilot Project connections.

     
Table 1: Timeline

October 2014 City Council approved Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan

June 2022 Projects identified in 6-Year TIP (2023-2028)

September 2022 13th: Transportation Commission recommends parking 
removal from a group of several arterials related to multiple 
projects, including on Eldridge Avenue. (Transportation 
Commission Resolution 2022-02)

October 2022 3rd: Public Hearing on parking removal (Agenda Bill 23465)

24th: Parking removal was approved by City Council with 
Eldridge Avenue as a one-year pilot (Agenda Bill 23489 / 
Minutes From Regular Council)

Feb 2023 16th: Open house

Jan-May 2023 Westside Non-motorized Improvements ES563 project is 
designed.  Includes Eldridge Corridor

June 2023 Pre-construction traffic data collection

July 2023 10th: Bid Award by Council
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September 2023 Westside Non-motorized Improvements ES563 project is 
under construction.

April 2024 All Eldridge Avenue related improvements are complete.
Post-construction traffic data collection 1

June 2024 Post-construction traffic data collection 2

August 2024 Post-construction traffic data collection 3

October 2024 Post-construction traffic data collection 4 - Planned

EVALUATION: 

As part of the pilot project Public Works performed a safety analysis to the existing pre-
project conditions and a summary is provided below.  Further Public Works, through a 
consultant, has collected traffic data, including bike and ped counts, in four collection 
efforts (one pre-project and three post-project), and a summary is provided below.  
Below is also a brief summary of public input that has been provided to date.

Safety Analysis
A safety analysis for the subject Eldridge Avenue corridor was completed using crash 
data from the Washington State Patrol (WSP) online database for a 5-year study period 
between 4/1/2019 to 3/31/2024.  This period is immediately prior to the construction of 
the project. 

The existing safety performance was calculated using the most current version of the 
Highway Safety Manual (HSM) Urban and Suburban Arterials Spreadsheet tool available 
through Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). 
The results show that the corridor is expected to average approximately 5.13 crashes 
per year, based on current observed crashes and roadway characteristics. This rate is 
lower than the predicted 7.36 crashes per year for roadways with similar characteristics, 
indicating a better-than-average roadway safety performance.

While these results do not preclude implementation of safety improvement strategies, 
they are not a stand-alone indication that improvements are necessary to correct a 
documented safety performance gap.

We will continue to monitor any collisions post project however, an updated safety 
analysis won’t be able to be completed until there is three years of collision history post 
project.

Traffic Data - Speeds
Historical data showed the average speed on Eldridge within and around the subject 
area to be between 28-33 mph, with an 85th percentile speed of 33-38 mph.  The City is 
working with a consultant who collects data on volume, speed, and classification of 
vehicles.  Each data collection effort tracks traffic volume and speeds for seven days, 24 
hours a day at four locations along the corridor.  Our pre-project data collection effort in 
June 2023 showed an average daily volume of traffic of 6,362 vehicles over the four 
study locations with an average speed of 29 mph and an 85th percentile average speed 
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of 33 mph.  The percent of drivers speeding averaged at 91%, with 7% speeding more 
than 10 mph over the posted 25 mph speed limit.

Across the three post project data collection efforts the average daily volume of traffic 
was 6,247 vehicles over the four study locations with an average speed ranging from 28-
30 mph, with the average at 29 mph.  The 85th percentile average speed ranged from 
31-34 mph, with the average at 32 mph.  The percent of drivers speeding averaged 
87%, with 5% speeding more than 10 mph over the posted speed limit.

Based on the data collected so far, it does not appear speeds have significantly 
increased or decreased post project.

Traffic Data – Pedestrians/ Bicyclists
The same consultant also collects pedestrian and bicyclist volume using low resolution 
cameras. At the four enhanced intersections, data for bike and pedestrians were 
collected for 6 hours on four days for each collection effort.  On Tuesday-Thursday the 
data was collected from 7-10 am and 3:30-6:30 pm and on Saturday from 9 am - 3 pm.

During the pre-project data collection of June 2023, the total bicycles counted across the 
four intersections was between a low of 196 at Victor to a high of 316 at Nequalicum, 
with the average at 265 bicycles.  For pedestrians the intersections ranged between a 
low of 138 at Victor to a high of 200 at Lafayette, with the average of 155 pedestrians.  
This is equivalent to an average of 70 bicyclists and pedestrians at each intersection per 
hour measured.  

Pedestrian and bicycle use is often affected by time of year.  For the post-construction 
data collection effort in June 2024 the total bicycles counted across the four 
intersections had a low of 286 at Victor to a high of 412 at Lafayette, with an average of 
347 bicycles.  For pedestrians the intersections ranged between a low of 157 at 
Nequalicum to a high of 268 at Lafayette, with the average of 199 pedestrians.  This is 
equivalent to an average of 91 bicyclists and pedestrians at each intersection per hour 
measured.  Comparing the pre-project data collection effort in June 2023 to the post 
project data collection of June 2024 we saw a 31% increase in bicycle usage and a 28% 
increase in pedestrian usage.

Post-project, across all three data collection efforts, the average number of bicycles 
was 276 and pedestrians at 187.  This is equivalent to an average of 77 bicyclist and 
pedestrians at each intersection per hour measured.  

Based on the data collected so far, it appears the bike and pedestrian use has 
increased.  The stress level for bicycles and pedestrians is expected to be reduced with 
the buffered bicycle lanes providing separation and the enhanced crossings providing 
additional visibility.

Public Input
Public input around the proposed improvements and post construction has been mixed.  
During project initiation we heard concerns from residents and public support for bike 
and pedestrian improvements.  Neighbors’ concerns included that removing the parking 
would result in an increase in speeds and concern of the lack of place to park for visitors, 
deliveries, and service vehicles.  They also requested traffic calming and improved street 
crossings. 
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24320

Bill Number

Subject: Agreement Authorizing the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife Temporary 
Access to City Owned Stormwater Ponds

Summary Statement: Grant the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife a temporary, nonexclusive licence to access 
City of Bellingham owned stormwater facilities for the purpose of conducting scientific research, including temporarily placing 
monitoring equipment in and around stormwater ponds.

Previous Council Action: None

Fiscal Impact: None

Funding Source: None

Attachments:  1. ACCESS AGREEMENT

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Consent Agenda 11/04/2024 Authorize Contract Joel Pfundt, Interim Public 

Works Co-Director
0 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Jason Porter, Storm and Surface Water Manager, 360-778-7799

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Joel F. Pfundt Public Works 10/28/2024

Matthew T. Stamps Legal 10/29/2024
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/29/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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24321

Bill Number

Subject: Approval of the 10/7/24 City Council Committee and Regular Meeting Minutes

Summary Statement: Approval of the 10/7/24 City Council Committee and Regular Meeting Minutes.

Previous Council Action: N/A

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Funding Source: N/A
Attachments:  1. 10/7/2024 DRAFT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Consent Agenda 11/04/2024 Vote to Approve N/A 0 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Jackie Weller, Council Staff

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Jackie A. Weller Council Administration 10/29/2024

Alan A. Marriner Legal 10/30/2024
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/30/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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City of Bellingham 
Committee Of The Whole Minutes 
October 7, 2024, 9:00 AM 

Mayor: Kimberley Lund 
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman,  
Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. “Skip” Williams, Lisa Anderson,  
Michael Lilliquist and Jace Cotton 

Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org  
Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org 
https://cob.org/council  

 

Call to Order 
Council President Hammill called the meeting to order at 9:00am. 
 

Roll Call 
 

 Present: 
 Council President Daniel Hammill, Third Ward  
 Council Member Hannah Stone, First Ward  
 Council Member Hollie Huthman, Second Ward  
 Council Member Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Fourth Ward (Attended remotely) 
 Council Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward  
 Council Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward  
 Council Member Jace Cotton, At-Large  

 

 

Council Standing Committee Meetings: 
Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions. 
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on 
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee 
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified 
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the 
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the 
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote. 
 
Please be advised that if the City Council is ahead of schedule, they may start with old/new business before 
the official Committee of the Whole meeting time. 
 
24270 1. Budget Work Session p. 3 
 
 Forrest Longman, Deputy Administrator, outlined permanent and temporary revenue changes for 

the proposed 2025 budget. 
 
Police Chief Mertzig provided an overview of the 2024 Bellingham Police Department 
achievements, and the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members discussed the 
department’s accomplishments and proposed budget and asked questions. 
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Fire Chief Hewett provided an overview of the 2024 Bellingham Fire Department achievements, 
and the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members discussed the department’s 
accomplishments and proposed budget and asked questions. 

 
24271 2. Economic Development Investment (EDI) Interlocal Grant Agreement with Whatcom 

County for Construction of the Bellingham Mitigation Bank - Bear Creek Corridor Site 
p. 4 

 
 Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, and Analiese Burns, Habitat and Restoration 

Manager, presented the interlocal agreement with Whatcom County for construction of the 
Bellingham Mitigation Bank. The Economic Development Investment Grant provides key funding to  
construct the first site within the mitigation bank, the Bear Creek Corridor. Council Members 
discussed the ILA and asked questions. 

 
 Michael Lilliquist / Lisa Anderson moved to recommend approval of the Economic Development 

Investment Interlocal Agreement with Whatcom County for construction of the Bellingham 
Mitigation Bank Bear Creek corridor site. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
 3. Old/New Business 
 
 Council Member Stone highlighted the unveiling of one pink and one purple BPD vehicle wraps 

recognizing Breast Cancer and Domestic Violence Awareness Month and offered a reminder that 
the wraps were not paid for with taxpayer monies.   
 
Council moved into Executive Session at 10:52am to discuss one item until 11:01am, 

1. Potential Property Acquisition 
 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:01am. 
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City of Bellingham 
Community and Economic Development Committee Minutes 
October 7, 2024, 1:00 PM 

Mayor: Kimberley Lund 
Council Members: Jace Cotton, Chair 
Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman 

Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org  
Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org 
https://cob.org/council  

 

Call to Order 
Council President Hammill called the meeting to order at 1:06pm. 
 

Roll Call 
 

 Present: 
 Committee Chair Jace Cotton, At-Large  
 Committee Member Hannah Stone, First Ward  
 Committee Member Hollie Huthman, Second Ward  

 

 

Council Standing Committee Meetings: 
Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions. 
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on 
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee 
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified 
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the 
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the 
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote. 
 
24272 1. Low-to-Moderate Income Affordable Housing Production Pipeline p. 3 
 
 Tara Sundin, Community and Economic Development Manager, welcomed community partners to 

discuss their housing projects as part of the community’s low-to-moderate income affordable 
housing pipeline. Community partners included,  

• Adrienne Wyld, Housing Development Manager, Opportunity Council 

• Ellen Lohe, Associate Director of Real Estate Development, Mercy Housing Northwest 

• Andrew Calkins, Executive Director, Bellingham & Whatcom Housing Authority 

• Rose Lathrop, Executive Director, Kulshan Community Land Trust  

• Marcelo Pratesi, Director of Advancement and Communications, Habitat for Humanity 

• Jeanne Le Duc, Director of Real Estate, Catholic Community Services; Director of Housing at 
Catholic Housing Services 

• Paul Schissler, Madrona Community Development 
 
Council Members discussed the projects and asked questions. 

 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:11pm. 
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City of Bellingham 
City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 
October 7, 2024, 7:00 PM 

Mayor: Kimberley Lund 
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman,  
Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. “Skip” Williams, Lisa Anderson,  
Michael Lilliquist and Jace Cotton 

Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org  
Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org 
https://cob.org/council  
 

 

Call to Order 
The City Council Regular meeting was called to order by Council President Hammill at 7:00pm. 
 

Announcements & Upcoming Meetings: 
Bellingham City Council meets all requirements of the State of Washington Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
 1. Land Acknowledgement Statement 
  Before we begin, we acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional and unceded 

territory of the Lummi, Nooksack, Samish and Semiahmoo People who have cared for and 
tended this land since time immemorial. Truth and acknowledgment are critical to building 
mutual respect and connection across all barriers of heritage and difference. We begin this 
effort to acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth. We pay respect to their 
elders past and present. Please take a moment to consider the many legacies of violence, 
displacement, migration, and settlement that bring us together here today. And please join us 
in uncovering such truths at any and all public events. 

 
 2. Language Access 
  The Bellingham City Council provides Spanish interpretation at all regular evening meetings. 

Interpretation can be accessed by in-person attendees by utilizing the headsets located at the 
front of the room. Remote viewers can log on to cob.org/cczoom and click on the "Language" 
icon at the bottom of the screen to listen in Spanish. 

 
 3. Upcoming Budget Work Sessions 
  The Bellingham City Council will hold a series of Special Meetings to conduct 2025 Budget 

Work Sessions. Special Meetings are planned for October 14th and October 28th. An additional 
Special Meeting may be held on November 12th if necessary. Budget Work Sessions will also 
be held during the regularly scheduled Committee of the Whole meetings on October 21st and 
November 4th. Agendas and details for all meetings may be viewed at meetings.cob.org. 

 
 4. Public Hearing Regarding the 2025 Revenue Forecast 
  The Bellingham City Council will hold a Public Hearing on October 7, 2024 to take public 

comment on the 2025 Revenue Forecast, including the 2025 property tax levy. 
 

Roll Call 
 
 Present: 
 Council President Daniel Hammill, Third Ward  
 Council Member Hannah Stone, First Ward  
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 Council Member Hollie Huthman, Second Ward  
 Council Member Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Fourth Ward (Attended remotely) 
 Council Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward  
 Council Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward  
 Council Member Jace Cotton, At-Large  
 

 

Public Hearing 
 
24268 1. Public Hearing for the 2024 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistant Grant (JAG) as 

a Public Notice Requirement 
p. 6 

 
 Police Chief Mertzig presented a summary of the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistant Grant 

(JAG) application. The Bellingham Police Department is applying for a grant through the 
Department of Justice, BJA  Fiscal Year 2024 Edward Byrne Memorial Assistance Grant to purchase 
six WRAP Restraint Systems and add four new team members and equipment to the Bike Response 
Team (BRT). The public hearing is a requirement by the Department of Justice Grants Program. 
Council Members discussed the grant and asked questions. 

 
 Council President Hammill opened the public hearing. 

 
No individuals provided testimony. 
 
Council President Hammill closed the public hearing. 

 
24269 2. First Public Hearing for the 2025 Budget p. 8 
 
 Forrest Longman, Deputy  Administrator, and Andy Asbjornsen, Finance Director, provided a 

summary of the proposed 2025 Budget. 
 
 Council President Hammill opened the public hearing. 

 
No individuals provided testimony. 
 
Council President Hammill closed the public hearing. 

 

Mayor's Report 
Standing time for briefings, updates, and reports to Council by the Mayor. 
 
24275 1. Mayor's Appointment to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (Information) p. 24 
 
 Mayor Lund appointed Holly Miller to her first term on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, 

which will expire on September 30, 2027. 
 
 Mayor Lund invited the community to attend an Indigenous People's Day Celebration on October 

14th from 5-8pm at the Lummi Nation School. 
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Mayor Lund highlighted several street construction projects that are near completion including, 

• Holly Street and the reopening of another driving lane 

• Restriping on Elwood and 32nd Street and Samish overpass 

• Telegraph Road improvements  

• Meridian and West Illinois roundabout and crossings 
 
Mayor Lund expressed appreciation for staff who contributed to these projects and the community 
at-large for their patience during construction.  
 
Mayor Lund encouraged the community to watch the Community & Economic Development 
Committee meeting to learn more about the housing pipeline for low-to-moderate income 
households.  
 
Mayor Lund acknowledged the anniversary of the October 7th attack and the struggle for peace 
around the world. 

 

Regular Meeting and Committee Sessions 
The following are heard in both Committee sessions and Regular Meeting in order below: 
 

Council Standing Committee Meetings: 
 

Committee Of The Whole 9:00 AM 
Daniel Hammill, Chair 
Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman, Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Lisa Anderson, Michael Lilliquist, Jace Cotton 
 
24270 1. Budget Work Session p. 30 
 
 Forrest Longman, Deputy Administrator, outlined permanent and temporary revenue changes for 

the proposed 2025 budget. 
 
Police Chief Mertzig provided an overview of the 2024 Bellingham Police Department 
achievements, and the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members discussed the 
department’s accomplishments and proposed budget and asked questions. 
 
Fire Chief Hewett provided an overview of the 2024 Bellingham Fire Department achievements, and 
the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members discussed the department’s 
accomplishments and proposed budget and asked questions. 

 
24271 2. Economic Development Investment (EDI) Interlocal Grant Agreement with Whatcom 

County for Construction of the Bellingham Mitigation Bank - Bear Creek Corridor Site 
p. 31 

 
 Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, and Analiese Burns, Habitat and Restoration 

Manager, presented the interlocal agreement with Whatcom County for construction of the 
Bellingham Mitigation Bank. The Economic Development Investment Grant provides key funding to  

- 122 -

https://meetings.cob.org/Meetings/ViewMeeting?id=3282&doctype=1
https://meetings.cob.org/Meetings/ViewMeeting?id=3282&doctype=1
https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/Revenue-Changes-Handout.pdf
https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/Revenue-Changes-Handout.pdf
https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/Police-Budget-Work-Session-Final.pdf
https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/Police-Budget-Work-Session-Final.pdf
https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/Fire-Budget-Work-Session-Final.pdf
https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/Fire-Budget-Work-Session-Final.pdf


 

City of Bellingham Regular City Council Meeting  Page 4 of 6 
10/7/2024 Minutes 

construct the first site within the mitigation bank, the Bear Creek Corridor. Council Members 
discussed the ILA and asked questions. 
 
Daniel Hammill / Michael Lilliquist moved to recommend approval of the Economic Development 
Investment Interlocal Agreement with Whatcom County for construction of the Bellingham 
Mitigation Bank Bear Creek corridor site. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
 3. Old/New Business 
 
 Council Member Stone thanked Mayor Lund for her remarks related to Rabbi Samuel's comments.  

 
Council Member Stone asked if the Council would support resolutions encouraging voters to reject 
the state initiatives 2066, 2109, 2117, and 2124. Council Members expressed support for passing 
resolutions. Alan Marriner, City Attorney, stated that Council will need to hold a public hearing for 
each resolution. 
 
Council Member Huthman shared that Council needed to provide a representative to serve on the 
Whatcom County Justice Project Oversight and Planning Committee.  
 

 Hollie Huthman / Jace Cotton moved to recommend the appointment of Council President Hammill 
to serve on the Whatcom County Justice Project Oversight and Planning Committee. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
 Council Member Lilliquist shared that work continues on the junk fee ordinances with stakeholders 

and planning for public engagement. 
 

Executive Session 11:10 AM 
Closed to the public. Report in the Regular Meeting only: 
 
 1. Potential Property Acquisition (Stamps, approx. 3 min.) 
 
 Staff provided information on a potential Lake Whatcom Watershed property acquisition. For 

information and discussion. No action taken. 
 

Community and Economic Development 1:00 PM 
Jace Cotton, Chair 
Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman 
 
24272 1. Low-to-Moderate Income Affordable Housing Production Pipeline p. 75 
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 Tara Sundin, Community and Economic Development Manager, welcomed community partners to 
discuss their housing projects as part of the community’s low-to-moderate income affordable 
housing pipeline. Community partners included,  

• Adrienne Wyld, Housing Development Manager, Opportunity Council 

• Ellen Lohe, Associate Director of Real Estate Development, Mercy Housing Northwest 

• Andrew Calkins, Executive Director, Bellingham & Whatcom Housing Authority 

• Rose Lathrop, Executive Director, Kulshan Community Land Trust  

• Marcelo Pratesi, Director of Advancement and Communications, Habitat for Humanity 

• Jeanne Le Duc, Director of Real Estate, Catholic Community Services; Director of Housing at 

Catholic Housing Services 

• Paul Schissler, Madrona Community Development 

 
Council Members discussed the projects and asked questions. 

 
Consent Agenda 
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial items and may be approved in a single motion. A 
member of the Council may ask that an item be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately. 
 
24273 1. Authorization of Payroll Labor Cost Payments Dated September 1, 2024 to 

September 15, 2024 
p. 94 

 
24274 2. Authorization of A/P Transactions Issued September 20, 2024 through September 26, 

2024 
p. 95 

 
 Hollie Huthman / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved approval of the Consent Agenda in its entirety. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 

Final Consideration of Ordinances 
 
24257 1. An Ordinance of the City of Bellingham, Washington, Dissolving the Immigration 

Advisory Board and Repealing Bellingham Municipal Code Chapter 2.26 
p. 96 

 
 Lisa Anderson / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved approval for third and final reading. Upon motion, 

said bill was placed on final passage and approved by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Hammill, Stone, Huthman, Williams, Anderson 
NAYS: Lilliquist, Cotton 
EXCUSED: (None) 
 
MOTION CARRIED 5-2 and was thereafter named Ordinance #2024-10-026. 

 OPPOSED: Michael Lilliquist, Jace Cotton 
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Public Comment Period 
 
 City Council heard public comments from 24 individuals. 

 
To access the recording visit, Public Comment Period Recordings - City of Bellingham (cob.org). 

 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:34pm. 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                 

Daniel Hammill, Council President 
 
 
                                                                                                                 

ATTEST: Kelley Goetz, Deputy City Clerk 
APPROVED: 11/4/2024 
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24322

Bill Number

Subject: Approval of the 10/14/24 City Council Special Meeting Minutes

Summary Statement: Approval of the 10/14/24 City Council Special Meeting Minutes.

Previous Council Action: N/A

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Funding Source: N/A
Attachments:  1. 10/14/2024 DRAFT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Consent Agenda 11/04/2024 Vote to Approve N/A 0 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Jackie Weller, Council Staff

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Jackie A. Weller Council Administration 10/29/2024

Alan A. Marriner Legal 10/30/2024
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/30/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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City of Bellingham 
City Council Special Meeting Minutes 
October 14, 2024, 10:00 AM 

Mayor: Kimberley Lund 
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman,  
Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. “Skip” Williams, Lisa Anderson,  
Michael Lilliquist and Jace Cotton 

Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org  
Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org 
https://cob.org/council  

 

Call to Order 
Council President Hammill called the meeting to order at 10:00am. 
 

Roll Call 
 

 Present: 
 Council President Daniel Hammill, Third Ward  
 Council Member Hannah Stone, First Ward  
 Council Member Hollie Huthman, Second Ward  
 Council Member Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Fourth Ward  
 Council Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward  
 Council Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward  
 Council Member Jace Cotton, At-Large  

 

 
24276 1. Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2066 and 

Encouraging the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot 
p. 3 

 
 Council Member Stone introduced the draft resolution encouraging Bellingham residents to vote 

"no" on the Washington State Initiative #2066. Council Members discussed the resolution and 
asked questions. 

 
 Council President Hammill opened the public hearing. 

 
Two individuals provided testimony. 
 
Council President Hammill closed the public hearing. 

 
 Lisa Anderson / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved final approval of Resolution #2024-25. 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
24277 2. Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2109 and 

Encouraging the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot 
p. 8 

 
 Council Member Stone introduced the draft resolution encouraging Bellingham residents to vote 

"no" on the Washington State Initiative #2109. Council Members discussed the resolution and 
asked questions. 
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 Council President Hammill opened the public hearing. 

 
Two individuals provided testimony. 
 
Council President Hammill closed the public hearing. 

 
 Jace Cotton / Hollie Huthman moved final approval of Resolution #2024-26. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
24278 3. Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2117 and 

Encouraging the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot 
p. 12 

 
 Council Member Stone introduced the draft resolution encouraging Bellingham residents to vote 

"no" on the Washington State Initiative #2117. Council Members discussed the resolution and 
asked questions. 

 
 Council President Hammill opened the public hearing. 

 
Two individuals provided testimony. 
 
Council President Hammill closed the public hearing. 

 
 Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Jace Cotton moved final approval of Resolution #2024-27. 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
24279 4. Public Hearing for a Resolution Opposing Washington State Initiative No. 2124 and 

Encouraging the Citizens of Bellingham to Vote “No” on the November 5, 2024, Ballot 
p. 17 

 
 Council Member Stone introduced the draft resolution encouraging Bellingham residents to vote 

"no" on the Washington State Initiative #2124. Council Members discussed the resolution and 
asked questions. 

 
 Council President Hammill opened the public hearing. 

 
Three individuals provided testimony. 
 
Council President Hammill closed the public hearing. 

 
 Lisa Anderson / Jace Cotton moved final approval of Resolution #2024-28. 
 

 MOTION CARRIED 6-0. 
ABSTAINED: Michael Lilliquist 
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24280 5. Budget Work Session p. 21 
 
 Don Burdick, Information Technology Services Director, provided an overview of the 2024 

department achievements, and the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members 
discussed the department’s accomplishments, proposed budget, and asked questions. 
 
Alan Marriner, City Attorney, provided an overview of the 2024 department achievements, and 
the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members discussed the department’s 
accomplishments, proposed budget, and asked questions. 
 
Ameleah Sullivan, Interim Human Resources Director, provided an overview of the 2024 
department achievements, and the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members 
discussed the department’s accomplishments, proposed budget, and asked questions. 
 
Andy Asbjornsen, Finance Director, provided an overview of the 2024 department achievements, 
and the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members discussed the department’s 
accomplishments, proposed budget, and asked questions. 
 
Mayor Lund provided an overview of the 2024 department achievements, and the proposed 2025 
budget and work plan. Council Members discussed the department’s accomplishments, proposed 
budget, and asked questions. 

 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:27pm. 
 
 
                                                                                                                 

Daniel Hammill, Council President 
 
 
                                                                                                                 

ATTEST: Kelley Goetz, Deputy City Clerk 
APPROVED: 11/4/2024 
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24323

Bill Number

Subject: Approval of the 10/21/24 City Council Committee and Regular Meeting Minutes

Summary Statement: Approval of the 10/21/24 City Council Committee and Regular Meeting Minutes.

Previous Council Action: N/A

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Funding Source: N/A
Attachments:  1. 10/21/2024 DRAFT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Consent Agenda 11/04/2024 Vote to Approve N/A 0 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Jackie Weller, Council Staff

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Jackie A. Weller Council Administration 10/29/2024

Alan A. Marriner Legal 10/30/2024
Council Action:

Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/30/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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City of Bellingham 
Community and Economic Development Committee Minutes 
October 21, 2024, 9:15 AM 

Mayor: Kimberley Lund 
Council Members: Jace Cotton, Chair 
Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman 

Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org  
Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org 
https://cob.org/council  

 

Call to Order 
Council President Hammill called the meeting to order at 9:15am. 
 

Roll Call 
 

 Present: 
 Committee Chair Jace Cotton, At-Large  
 Committee Member Hannah Stone, First Ward  
 Committee Member Hollie Huthman, Second Ward  

 

 

Council Standing Committee Meetings: 
Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions. 
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on 
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee 
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified 
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the 
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the 
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote. 
 
24284 1. Presentation on the 2024 Point in Time Count (PITC) Report p. 3 
 
 Tara Sundin, Community and Economic Development Manager, Chris D'Onofrio, Housing Program 

Supervisor at Whatcom County Health & Community Services, and Teri Bryant, Director of 
Whatcom Housing Service at the Opportunity Council, presented the 2024 Point in Time Count 
(PITC) report, which provides a snapshot of the number of individuals experiencing homelessness 
in our community. Council Members discussed the report and asked questions. 

 
24285 2. Briefing from Whatcom County on 2024-2025 Winter Severe Weather Shelter Plans p. 26 
 
 Tara Sundin, Community and Economic Development Manager, Chris D'Onofrio, Housing Program 

Supervisor at Whatcom County Health & Community Services, and Ann Beck, Community Health 
and Human Services Manager at Whatcom County Health & Community Services, provided an 
overview of 2024-2025 severe weather shelter plans. Whatcom County is currently in discussions 
with Lutheran Community Services to operate an overnight emergency shelter for about 70 
individuals. Council Members discussed the plans and asked questions. 
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24286 3. Council Briefing on the New YWCA Emergency Shelter for Women and Children p. 28 
 
 Tara Sundin, Community and Economic Development Manager, and Alle Schene, CEO of the 

Bellingham YWCA, provided an update on the new YWCA emergency shelter for women and 
children located at 315 Lakeway Drive. Council Members discussed the project and asked 
questions. 

 
24287 4. Council Briefing on Community Interim Shower Program p. 32 
 
 Tara Sundin, Community and Economic Development Manager, and Marisa Schoeppach, 

Homeless Outreach Team Coordinator at the Opportunity Council, provided an update on the 
interim community shower program that has operated behind City Hall since fall 2023. Services will 
sunset on October 27, 2024 with the opening of The Way Station. Council Members discussed the 
program and asked questions. 

 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:26am. 
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City of Bellingham 
Committee Of The Whole Minutes 
October 21, 2024, 10:25 AM 

Mayor: Kimberley Lund 
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman,  
Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. “Skip” Williams, Lisa Anderson,  
Michael Lilliquist and Jace Cotton 

Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org  
Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org 
https://cob.org/council  

 

Call to Order 
Council President Hammill called the meeting to order at 10:31am. 
 

Roll Call 
 

 Present: 
 Council President Daniel Hammill, Third Ward  
 Council Member Hannah Stone, First Ward  
 Council Member Hollie Huthman, Second Ward  
 Council Member Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Fourth Ward  
 Council Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward  
 Council Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward  
 Council Member Jace Cotton, At-Large  

 

 

Council Standing Committee Meetings: 
Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions. 
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on 
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee 
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified 
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the 
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the 
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote. 

 
Please be advised that if the City Council is ahead of schedule, they may start with old/new business before 
the official Committee of the Whole meeting time. 
 
24288 1. Budget Work Session p. 3 
 
 Nicole Oliver, Parks and Recreation Director, provided an overview of the 2024 department 

achievements, and the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members discussed the 
department’s accomplishments, proposed budget, and asked questions. 
 
Blake Lyon, Planning and Community Development Director, provided an overview of the 2024 
department achievements, and the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members 
discussed the department’s accomplishments, proposed budget, and asked questions. 
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24289 2. An Ordinance Amending the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget - Amendment No. 15 p. 4 
 
 Andy Asbjornsen, Finance Director, Forrest Longman, Deputy Administrator, Fire Chief Bill Hewett, 

and Police Chief Rebecca Mertzig, presented the draft ordinance amending the 2023-2024 Biennial 
Budget Amendment 15. The ordinance adds $10.8 million to the General Fund to cover increased 
expenditures from the Fire and Police Departments. Council Members discussed the ordinance and 
asked questions. 

 
 Hannah Stone / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to recommend approval of the ordinance 

amending the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget increasing expenditures in the General Fund. 
  

MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
24253 3. Work Session Regarding Landlord Tenant Relations and Unfair or Excessive Fees in 

Residential Rental Agreements and Leases 
p. 9 

 
 Iris Nott, Legislative Policy Analyst, and Council Member Cotton, returned to discuss the ordinance 

relating to landlord tenant relations and unfair or excessive fees in residential rental agreements 
and leases. Council Members discussed the draft ordinance and asked questions. 

 
 Jace Cotton / Michael Lilliquist moved to adopt the revised ordinance as the draft to share for 

public engagement and the administration's further review. 
  

MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
 Jace Cotton / Michael Lilliquist moved to schedule additional work sessions and request the 

administration to be prepared for a public engagement timeline and staffing process as outlined in 
Option #1, but with the goal for Option #2. 
 

 Jace Cotton / Michael Lilliquist moved to amend the motion to use the goal from Option #2: 
"Expand on existing engagement" to ensure opportunities for in-person conversations and 
discovery but within the timeframe and staffing resources of Option #1. 

  
AMENDMENT CARRIED 7-0. 

  
AMENDED MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
24254 4. Work Session Regarding Manufactured/Mobile Home Landlord Tenant Relations and 

Unfair or Excessive Fees in Manufactured/Mobile Home Lease Agreements 
p. 222 

 
 Iris Nott, Legislative Policy Analyst, and Council Member Cotton, returned to discuss the ordinance 

relating to landlord tenant relations and unfair or excessive fees in manufactured/mobile home 
lease agreements. Council Members discussed the draft ordinance and asked questions. 

 
 Michael Lilliquist / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to adopt the revised ordinance as the working 

draft for discussion at the upcoming work sessions. 
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MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 

Old/New Business 
 
 Council Member Stone highlighted the challenges of crafting legislation and requested additional 

attention to the Council's schedule to ensure adequate time for discussion and debate. 
 
Council moved into Executive Session at 1:50pm to discuss nine items, 

1. Potential Litigation: Claim 2024-40 
2. Litigation: Stean v. Bellingham Police et al.  
3. Labor Relations: Review Contract Proposal for IAFF Local 106B 
4. Labor Relations: Discuss Collective Bargaining Strategy  
5. Cybersecurity 
6. Potential Property Acquisition  
7. Potential Property Acquisition  
8. Potential Property Acquisition 
9. Security 

 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:17pm. 
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City of Bellingham 
Public Works and Natural Resources Committee Minutes 
October 21, 2024, 3:00 PM 

Mayor: Kimberley Lund 
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Chair 
Lisa Anderson, Michael Lilliquist 

Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org  
Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org 
https://cob.org/council  

 

Call to Order 
Council Member Stone called the meeting to order at 3:21pm. 
 

Roll Call 
 

 Present: 
 Committee Chair Hannah Stone, First Ward  
 Committee Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward  
 Committee Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward  

 

 

Council Standing Committee Meeting 
Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions. 
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on 
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee 
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified 
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the 
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the 
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote. 
 
24290 1. Noise Variance – Washington State Department of Transportation Work at I-5 and SR 

542 
p. 3 

 
 Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, and Mike Wilson, Assistant Director of Engineering, 

presented the noise variance request by the Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) for preservation project construction on I-5 and SR 542. The work will occur at night from 
July 8, 2025 to September 25, 2026 in the residential areas near the I-5 northbound to King Street 
ramp, the Ohio Street to I-5 southbound ramp, and SR 542 from approximately McLeod Road to 
Britton Road. Council Members discussed the noise variance request and asked questions. 

 
 Michael Lilliquist moved to recommend approval of the noise variance to the Washington State 

Department of Transportation (WSDOT) for construction on I-5 and SR 542. 
  

MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
24291 2. Bid Award for Job Order Contracting - Construction Services: #60B-2024 p. 11 
 
 Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, and Mike Olinger, Interim Public Works Co-Director, 

provided a summary of the bid for the City's Job Order Contracting - Construction Services. This 
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contract allows for general construction work for City projects. Council Members discussed the 
contract and asked questions. 

 
 Michael Lilliquist moved to award contract No. 60B-2024 for the Job Order Contracting (JOC) 

Construction Services program to Forma Construction and Dawson Construction as the highest 
scoring proposals and to authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with them for a maximum 
term of three years and not to exceed $4,000,000 per year. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 

 
24292 3. Bid Award for Indefinite Delivery, Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) Overhead Door Repair 

Services, BID #67B-2024 
p. 18 

 
 Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, and Mike Olinger, Interim Public Works Co-Director, 

provided a summary of the Indefinite Delivery, Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) contract for overhead 
door maintenance and repair services. An IDIQ contract is an on-call contract model that allows the 
City to procure work as needs arise by issuing individual work orders for each discrete project. 
Council Members discussed the contract and asked questions. 

 
 Michael Lilliquist moved to award contract No. 67B-2024 for the Indefinite Delivery, Indefinite 

Quantity (IDIQ) Overhead Door Repair Services to Overhead Door as the lowest responsive, 
responsible bidder and to authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with them for three years 
and not to exceed amount of $250,000. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 

 
24293 4. Contract Award for Little Squalicum Water Quality Retrofits - Phase 1, Bid #22B-2024 

(EV173) 
p. 22 

 
 Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, Mike Wilson, Assistant Director of Engineering, and 

Freeman Anthony, Project Engineer, provided a summary of the Little Squalicum Water Quality 
Retrofits - Phase 1 Project. The project will construct new stormwater treatment systems at 
locations along Lindbergh and Nome Street in the Birchwood Neighborhood. Council Members 
discussed the project and asked questions. 

 
 Lisa Anderson moved to award contract No. 22B-2024 for the Little Squalicum Water Quality 

Retrofits - Phase 1 Project to Faber Construction Corporation as the lowest responsive, responsible 
bidder and to authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with them for the amount of their bid, 
$1,147,619.58, which includes any applicable WSST. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 

 
24294 5. Electric Avenue Bridge Emergency Repair Update p. 33 
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 Mike Olinger, Interim Public Works Co-Director, and Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, 
provided an updated on the emergency repairs to the Electric Avenue Bridge and plans for 
replacement. Council Members discussed the project and asked questions. 

 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:55pm. 
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City of Bellingham 
Parks and Recreation Committee Minutes 
October 21, 2024, 3:55 PM 

Mayor: Kimberley Lund 
Council Members: Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Chair 
Hollie Huthman, Jace Cotton 

Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org  
Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org 
https://cob.org/council  

 

Call to Order 
Council Member Williams called the meeting to order at 3:56pm. 
 

Roll Call 
 

 Present: 
 Committee Chair Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Fourth Ward  
 Committee Member Hollie Huthman, Second Ward  
 Committee Member Jace Cotton, At-Large  

 

 

Council Standing Committee Meetings: 
Open to the public to attend. Note: there is generally no public comment period for Committee sessions. 
Standing Committee Members receive reports and information, ask questions and, when appropriate, vote on 
a recommended action for consideration by the full Council at the Regular Meeting. The notice of Committee 
Meetings identified below also serves as notice of Special Meetings of the City Council at the times identified 
as Council Members who are not members of the committee routinely attend and participate in the 
Committee Meetings. Committee Chairs give a report of the Committee Meeting at the Regular Meeting in the 
evening prior to deliberation and formal vote. 
 
24296 1. Contract Award to Premium Services, Inc. for Boulevard Park Shoreline and Public 

Access Enhancements, Bid #64B-2024 
p. 3 

 
 Nicole Oliver, Parks and Recreation Director, and Gina Austin, Project Engineer, provided a 

summary of the Boulevard Park Shoreline and Public Access Enhancements Project. The project 
will create and enhance two beach areas to improve public access and address ongoing erosion 
along the shoreline. The presentation is available here. Council Members discussed the project and 
asked questions. 

 
 Hollie Huthman moved to award contract No. 64B-2024 for the Boulevard Park Shoreline and 

Public Access Enhancements Project to Premium Services, Inc as the lowest responsive, 
responsible bidder and to authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with them for the amount 
of their bid, $835,355.84, which includes any applicable WSST. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 

 
24297 2. Update on Civic Athletic Complex Master Planning p. 38 
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 Nicole Oliver, Parks and Recreation Director, provided an update on community plans for the Civic 
Athletic Complex Master Planning. Access the public engagement video online. Council Members 
discussed the planning process and asked questions. 

 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:22pm. 
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City of Bellingham 
City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 
October 21, 2024, 7:00 PM 

Mayor: Kimberley Lund 
Council Members: Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman,  
Daniel Hammill, Edwin H. “Skip” Williams, Lisa Anderson,  
Michael Lilliquist and Jace Cotton 

Contact: (360) 778-8100, mayorsoffice@cob.org  
Contact: (360) 778-8200, ccmail@cob.org 
https://cob.org/council  
 

 

Call to Order 
The City Council Regular meeting was called to order by Council President Hammill at 7:00pm. 
 

Announcements & Upcoming Meetings: 
Bellingham City Council meets all requirements of the State of Washington Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
 1. Land Acknowledgement Statement 
  Before we begin, we acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional and unceded 

territory of the Lummi, Nooksack, Samish and Semiahmoo People who have cared for and 
tended this land since time immemorial. Truth and acknowledgment are critical to building 
mutual respect and connection across all barriers of heritage and difference. We begin this 
effort to acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth. We pay respect to their 
elders past and present. Please take a moment to consider the many legacies of violence, 
displacement, migration, and settlement that bring us together here today. And please join us 
in uncovering such truths at any and all public events. 

 
 2. Language Access 
  The Bellingham City Council provides Spanish interpretation at all regular evening meetings. 

Interpretation can be accessed by in-person attendees by utilizing the headsets located at the 
front of the room. Remote viewers can log on to cob.org/cczoom and click on the "Language" 
icon at the bottom of the screen to listen in Spanish. 

 
 3. Upcoming Public Hearing: Utility Easement 
  On November 4, 2024, the Bellingham City Council will hold a public hearing to take comment 

on a proposed resolution providing for the City to relinquish a portion of a general utility 
easement encumbering a portion of the property commonly known as 701 & 705 N. State 
Street. Detailed information can be found at meetings.cob.org five days prior to the hearing. 

 
 4. Upcoming Public Hearing: 2025 Budget 
  On November 4, 2024, the Bellingham City Council will hold a second public hearing to receive 

comment on the Proposed 2025 Budget. The Proposed Budget can be found at 
cob.org/gov/budget or in the Finance Department on the first floor of City Hall. Detailed 
information can be found at meetings.cob.org five days prior to the hearing. 

 

Roll Call 
 
 Present: 
 Council President Daniel Hammill, Third Ward  
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 Council Member Hannah Stone, First Ward  
 Council Member Hollie Huthman, Second Ward  
 Council Member Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Fourth Ward  
 Council Member Lisa Anderson, Fifth Ward  
 Council Member Michael Lilliquist, Sixth Ward  
 Council Member Jace Cotton, At-Large  
 

 

Public Hearing 
 
24281 1. A Public Hearing on the 2025 Revenue Projections, Including a One Percent Increase 

to the Regular Property Tax Levy 
p. 7 

 
 Forrest Longman, Deputy Administrator, and Andy Asbjornsen, Finance Director, provided an 

overview of the anticipated General Fund revenues for 2025 and the proposal to increase property 
taxes by the statutorily allowed one percent for 2025. The presentation is available here. Council 
Members discussed the revenue projections and asked questions. 

 
 Council President Hammill opened the public hearing. 

 
Two individuals provided testimony. 
 
Council President Hammill closed the public hearing. 

 
24282 2. A Public Hearing on an Ordinance Relating to the Preservation of Landmark Trees 

and Extending the Interim Development Regulations with Respect to Landmark Trees 
throughout the City 

p. 9 

 
 Blake Lyon, Planning and Community Development, presented the draft ordinance, which extends 

the current interim ordinance for an additional six months to allow for time to complete the Type VI 
legislative process. Council Members discussed the ordinance and asked questions. 

 
 Council President Hammill opened the public hearing. 

 
Six individuals provided testimony. 
 
Council President Hammill closed the public hearing. 

 
 Lisa Anderson / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved for first and second reading. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 

Mayor's Report 
Standing time for briefings, updates, and reports to Council by the Mayor. 
 
24283 1. Mayor's Reappointments to the Transportation Commission (Approval) p. 27 
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 Mayor Lund reappointed Addie Candib, Jacki Quinn, and Tim Wilder to their final terms on the 
Transportation Commission, which will expire on October 25, 2027. 

 
 Lisa Anderson / Hollie Huthman moved to recommend approval of Addie Candib, Jacki Quinn, and 

Tim Wilder to their final terms on the Transportation Commission, which will expire on October 25, 
2027. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
 Mayor Lund shared the upcoming permanent closure of the northbound I-5 onramp from Meridian 

Street. This change addresses safety concerns and aims to improve traffic flow. Also, along Meridian 
Street, a multi-year sewer infrastructure project to replace aging sewer mains from Orchard Drive 
to Van Wyck Road will begin soon. The project is expected to take two years to complete and will 
help prevent sewer overflows and support future growth. The community can learn more online.  
 
Mayor Lund encouraged the community to watch today's Community and Economic Development 
Committee meeting, which focused on severe weather shelter plans for the upcoming winter, the 
new YWCA shelter for women and children, results from the point in time count report, and the 
community interim shower program.  
 
Mayor Lund highlighted the $10.8 million biennial budget adjustment that was requested for the 
Fire and Police Departments to continue operations for the remainder of the year and reiterated 
her commitment to addressing budget challenges with City leadership, City Council, staff, and the 
community. 

 

Regular Meeting and Committee Sessions 
The following are heard in both Committee sessions and Regular Meeting in order below: 
 

Council Standing Committee Meetings: 
 

Community and Economic Development 9:15 AM 
Jace Cotton, Chair 
Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman 
 
24284 1. Presentation on the 2024 Point in Time Count (PITC) Report p. 38 
 
 Tara Sundin, Community and Economic Development Manager, Chris D'Onofrio, Housing Program 

Supervisor at Whatcom County Health & Community Services, and Teri Bryant, Director of 
Whatcom Housing Service at the Opportunity Council, presented the 2024 Point in Time Count 
(PITC) report, which provides a snapshot of the number of individuals experiencing homelessness in 
our community. Council Members discussed the report and asked questions. 

 
24285 2. Briefing from Whatcom County on 2024-2025 Winter Severe Weather Shelter Plans p. 61 
 
 Tara Sundin, Community and Economic Development Manager, Chris D'Onofrio, Housing Program 

Supervisor at Whatcom County Health & Community Services, and Ann Beck, Community Health 
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and Human Services Manager at Whatcom County Health & Community Services, provided an 
overview of 2024-2025 severe weather shelter plans. Whatcom County is currently in discussions 
with Lutheran Community Services to operate an overnight emergency shelter for about 70 
individuals. Council Members discussed the plans and asked questions. 

 
24286 3. Council Briefing on the New YWCA Emergency Shelter for Women and Children p. 63 
 
 Tara Sundin, Community and Economic Development Manager, and Alle Schene, CEO of the 

Bellingham YWCA, provided an update on the new YWCA emergency shelter for women and 
children located at 315 Lakeway Drive. Council Members discussed the project and asked questions. 

 
24287 4. Council Briefing on Community Interim Shower Program p. 67 
 
 Tara Sundin, Community and Economic Development Manager, and Marisa Schoeppach, Homeless 

Outreach Team Coordinator at the Opportunity Council, provided an update on the interim 
community shower program that has operated behind City Hall since fall 2023. Services will sunset 
on October 27, 2024 with the opening of The Way Station. Council Members discussed the program 
and asked questions. 

 

Committee Of The Whole 10:25 AM 
Daniel Hammill, Chair 
Hannah Stone, Hollie Huthman, Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Lisa Anderson, Michael Lilliquist, Jace Cotton 
 
24288 1. Budget Work Session p. 79 
 
 Nicole Oliver, Parks and Recreation Director, provided an overview of the 2024 department 

achievements, and the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members discussed the 
department’s accomplishments, proposed budget, and asked questions. 
 
Blake Lyon, Planning and Community Development Director, provided an overview of the 2024 
department achievements, and the proposed 2025 budget and work plan. Council Members 
discussed the department’s accomplishments, proposed budget, and asked questions. 

 
24289 2. An Ordinance Amending the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget - Amendment No. 15 p. 80 
 
 Andy Asbjornsen, Finance Director, Forrest Longman, Deputy Administrator, Fire Chief Bill Hewett, 

and Police Chief Rebecca Mertzig, presented the draft ordinance amending the 2023-2024 Biennial 
Budget Amendment 15. The ordinance adds $10.8 million to the General Fund to cover increased 
expenditures from the Fire and Police Departments. Council Members discussed the ordinance and 
asked questions. 

 
 Daniel Hammill / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved for first and second reading. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
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24253 3. Work Session Regarding Landlord Tenant Relations and Unfair or Excessive Fees in 
Residential Rental Agreements and Leases 

p. 85 

 
 Iris Nott, Legislative Policy Analyst, and Council Member Cotton, returned to discuss the ordinance 

relating to landlord tenant relations and unfair or excessive fees in residential rental agreements 
and leases. Council Members discussed the draft ordinance and asked questions. 

 
 Daniel Hammill / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to adopt the revised ordinance as the draft to 

share for public engagement and the administration's further review. 
  

MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
 Daniel Hammill / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to schedule additional work sessions and request 

the administration to be prepared for a public engagement timeline and staffing process as outlined 
in Option #1, but with the goal for Option #2. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
24254 4. Work Session Regarding Manufactured/Mobile Home Landlord Tenant Relations and 

Unfair or Excessive Fees in Manufactured/Mobile Home Lease Agreements 
p. 298 

 
 Iris Nott, Legislative Policy Analyst, and Council Member Cotton, returned to discuss the ordinance 

relating to landlord tenant relations and unfair or excessive fees in manufactured/mobile home 
lease agreements. Council Members discussed the draft ordinance and asked questions. 

 
 Daniel Hammill / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to adopt the revised ordinance as the working 

draft for discussion at the upcoming work sessions. 
  

MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
 5. Old/New Business 
 
 There were no discussion items for Old/New Business. 
 

Executive Session 1:50 PM 
Closed to the public. Report in the Regular Meeting only: 
 
 1. Potential Litigation: Claim 2024-40 (Good, approx. 10 min.) 
 
 Staff provided information on a potential litigation matter. For information and discussion. No 

action taken. 
 
 2. Litigation: Stean v. Bellingham Police et al. (Good, approx. 10 min.) 
 
 Staff provided information on a litigation matter. For information and discussion. No action taken. 
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 3. Labor Relations: Review Contract Proposal for IAFF Local 106B (Sullivan, approx. 10 min.) 
 
 Staff provided information on the proposed 2024-2026 collective bargaining agreement between 

the City and IAFF, Local 106B. 
 
 Hollie Huthman / Edwin H. "Skip" Williams moved to ratify the agreement reached with the 

following general terms: 
 
DURATION: January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2026 
 
WAGES AND COMPENSATION: 

• Effective January 1, 2024: Wage increase of 4% and market adjustment of 1.5% 

• Effective January 1, 2025: Wage increase of 4%  

• Effective January 1, 2026: Wage increase of 3.75%  

• Effective upon ratification: Increase the deferred compensation employer match by .25%, 
increase of .4% to base salary for Captains and Inspectors, bilingual premium of 1% of salary 

• Increase longevity pay by .5% at 10 years of service and 1.5% at 15 years of service 

• Increase MERP contributions by $50 per month effective January 1, 2024 and an additional 
$25 per month effective January 1, 2025 

 
MEDICAL INSURANCE: 

• Increase the employer contribution to medical insurance by 6% each year 
  

MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
 4. Labor Relations: Discuss Collective Bargaining Strategy (Sullivan, approx. 10 min.) 
 
 Staff provided information on a labor relations matter. For information and discussion. No action 

taken. 
 
 5. Cybersecurity (Burdick, approx. 5 min.) 
 
 Staff provided information on a cybersecurity matter. For information and discussion. No action 

taken. 
 
 6. Potential Property Acquisition (Stamps, approx. 3 min.) 
 
 Staff provided information on a potential Lake Whatcom Watershed property acquisition. For 

information and discussion. No action taken. 
 
 7. Potential Property Acquisition (Stamps, approx. 3 min.) 
 
 Staff provided information on a potential Lake Whatcom Watershed property acquisition totaling 

0.13 acres with one potential development unit. 
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 Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Hollie Huthman moved to authorize the Mayor to close the real estate 
transaction described in the City’s executed purchase and sale agreement with the property owner, 
Brian Huber, with a purchase price of $75,000 and with closing to occur on or around December 20, 
2024. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
 8. Potential Property Acquisition (Stamps, approx. 3 min.) 
 
 Staff provided information on a potential Lake Whatcom Watershed property acquisition totaling 

0.13 acres with one potential development unit. 
 
 Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Michael Lilliquist moved to authorize the Mayor to close the real estate 

transaction described in the City’s executed purchase and sale agreement with the property owner, 
Douglas N Campbell Trust, with a purchase price of $76,000 and with closing to occur on or around 
November 1, 2024. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
 9. Security (Marriner, Approx. 15 min.) 
 
 Staff provided information on a security matter. For information and discussion. No action taken. 
 

Public Works and Natural Resources 3:00 PM 
Hannah Stone, Chair 
Lisa Anderson, Michael Lilliquist 
 
24290 1. Noise Variance – Washington State Department of Transportation Work at I-5 and SR 

542 
p. 316 

 
 Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, and Mike Wilson, Assistant Director of Engineering, 

presented the noise variance request by the Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) for preservation project construction on I-5 and SR 542. The work will occur at night from 
July 8, 2025 to September 25, 2026 in the residential areas near the I-5 northbound to King Street 
ramp, the Ohio Street to I-5 southbound ramp, and SR 542 from approximately McLeod Road to 
Britton Road. Council Members discussed the noise variance request and asked questions. 

 
 Hannah Stone / Lisa Anderson moved to recommend approval of the noise variance to the 

Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) for construction on I-5 and SR 542. 
  

MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 
 
24291 2. Bid Award for Job Order Contracting - Construction Services: #60B-2024 p. 324 
 
 Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, and Mike Olinger, Interim Public Works Co-Director, 

provided a summary of the bid for the City's Job Order Contracting - Construction Services. This 
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contract allows for general construction work for City projects. Council Members discussed the 
contract and asked questions. 

 
 Hannah Stone / Lisa Anderson moved to award contract No. 60B-2024 for the Job Order Contracting 

(JOC) Construction Services program to Forma Construction and Dawson Construction as the 
highest scoring proposals and to authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with them for a 
maximum term of three years and not to exceed $4,000,000 per year. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
24292 3. Bid Award for Indefinite Delivery, Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) Overhead Door Repair 

Services, BID #67B-2024 
p. 331 

 
 Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, and Mike Olinger, Interim Public Works Co-Director, 

provided a summary of the Indefinite Delivery, Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) contract for overhead 
door maintenance and repair services. An IDIQ contract is an on-call contract model that allows the 
City to procure work as needs arise by issuing individual work orders for each discrete project. 
Council Members discussed the contract and asked questions. 

 
 Hannah Stone / Lisa Anderson moved to award contract No. 67B-2024 for the Indefinite Delivery, 

Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) Overhead Door Repair Services to Overhead Door as the lowest 
responsive, responsible bidder and to authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with them for 
three years and not to exceed amount of $250,000. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
24293 4. Contract Award for Little Squalicum Water Quality Retrofits - Phase 1, Bid #22B-2024 

(EV173) 
p. 335 

 
 Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, Mike Wilson, Assistant Director of Engineering, and 

Freeman Anthony, Project Engineer, provided a summary of the Little Squalicum Water Quality 
Retrofits - Phase 1 Project. The project will construct new stormwater treatment systems at 
locations along Lindbergh and Nome Street in the Birchwood Neighborhood. Council Members 
discussed the project and asked questions. 

 
 Hannah Stone / Michael Lilliquist moved to award contract No. 22B-2024 for the Little Squalicum 

Water Quality Retrofits - Phase 1 Project to Faber Construction Corporation as the lowest 
responsive, responsible bidder and to authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with them for 
the amount of their bid, $1,147,619.58, which includes any applicable WSST. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
24294 5. Electric Avenue Bridge Emergency Repair Update p. 346 
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 Mike Olinger, Interim Public Works Co-Director, and Joel Pfundt, Interim Public Works Co-Director, 
provided an updated on the emergency repairs to the Electric Avenue Bridge and plans for 
replacement. Council Members discussed the project and asked questions. 

 

Parks and Recreation 3:55 PM 
Edwin H. "Skip" Williams, Chair 
Hollie Huthman, Jace Cotton 
 
24296 1. Contract Award to Premium Services, Inc. for Boulevard Park Shoreline and Public 

Access Enhancements, Bid #64B-2024 
p. 349 

 
 Nicole Oliver, Parks and Recreation Director, and Gina Austin, Project Engineer, provided a 

summary of the Boulevard Park Shoreline and Public Access Enhancements Project. The project will 
create and enhance two beach areas to improve public access and address ongoing erosion along 
the shoreline. The presentation is available here. Council Members discussed the project and asked 
questions. 

 
 Edwin H. "Skip" Williams / Hollie Huthman moved to award contract No. 64B-2024 for the 

Boulevard Park Shoreline and Public Access Enhancements Project to Premium Services, Inc as the 
lowest responsive, responsible bidder and to authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with 
them for the amount of their bid, $835,355.84, which includes any applicable WSST. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 
24297 2. Update on Civic Athletic Complex Master Planning p. 384 
 
 Nicole Oliver, Parks and Recreation Director, provided an update on community plans for the Civic 

Athletic Complex Master Planning. Access the public engagement video online. Council Members 
discussed the planning process and asked questions. 

 
Consent Agenda 
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered routine and/or non-controversial items and may be approved in a single motion. A 
member of the Council may ask that an item be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately. 
 
24298 1. Authorization of Payroll Labor Cost Payments Dated September 16, 2024 to 

September 30, 2024 
p. 385 

 
24299 2. Authorization of A/P Transactions Issued September 27, 2024 through October 03, 

2024 
p. 386 

 
24300 3. Authorization of A/P Transactions Issued October 04, 2024 through October 10, 2024 p. 387 
 
24301 4. Interlocal Agreement between The City of Bellingham and Whatcom County 

Regarding 2024 Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Award 
p. 388 
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24302 5. Interlocal Agreement between the City of Bellingham and Whatcom Council of 
Governments to Help Fund the Whatcom Smart Trips Program 

p. 394 

 
24303 6. Approval of the 9/30/2024 City Council Committee and Regular Meeting Minutes p. 403 
 
 Michael Lilliquist / Hollie Huthman moved approval of the Consent Agenda in its entirety. 

  
MOTION CARRIED 7-0. 

 

Final Consideration of Ordinances 
 
24185 1. An Ordinance Relating to the Establishment of Identity Theft Prevention Measures 

for Registered Residential Properties throughout the City, Establishing a 
Requirement for Secure, Locking Mail Receptacles in Chapter 6.15.050 of the 
Bellingham Municipal Code 

p. 419 

 
 Michael Lilliquist / Hollie Huthman moved approval for third and final reading. Upon motion, said 

bill was placed on final passage and approved by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Hammill, Stone, Huthman, Williams, Anderson, Lilliquist, Cotton 
NAYS: (None) 
EXCUSED: (None) 
 
MOTION CARRIED 7-0 and was thereafter named Ordinance #2024-10-027. 

 

Public Comment Period 
 
 City Council heard public comments from ten individuals. 

 
To access the recording visit, Public Comment Period Recordings - City of Bellingham. 

 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:09pm. 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                 

Daniel Hammill, Council President 
 
 
                                                                                                                 

ATTEST: Kelley Goetz, Deputy City Clerk 
APPROVED: 11/4/2024 
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24282

Bill Number

Subject: An Ordinance Relating to the Preservation of Landmark Trees and Extending the Interim 
Development Regulations with Respect to Landmark Trees throughout the City

Summary Statement: On May 20, 2024, the City Council adopted an emergency ordinance relating to the preservation of landmark 
trees and established interim development regulations with respect to landmark trees throughout the City. Following the adoption of 
the emergency ordinance, the City held a public hearing on July 15, 2024. After receiving public comment, the City Council choose 
to retain the interim ordinance, which remains in effect until November 19, 2024, unless a subsequent action is taken to extend the 
interim ordinance. City staff is requesting the ability to extend the interim ordinance for a further six months to allow for time to go 
through the Type VI legislative process.

Previous Council Action: Adoption of the Emergency Ordinance on May 20, 2024 and Public Hearing on the Interim 
Ordinance on July 15, 2024

Fiscal Impact: Staff time to pursue the Type VI legislative process. The cost of which are to be incurred via the 2023-2024 
and 2025 Departmental Budgets

Funding Source: 2023-2024 and 2025 Departmental Budgets

Attachments:  1. ORDINANCE

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Third and Final 
Reading

11/04/2024 Pass Ordinance N/A 2 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Blake Lyon, Planning and Community Development, 360-778-8308

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 

Blake G. Lyon Planning & Community Development 10/10/2024

James E. Erb Legal 10/11/2024
Council Action:  Anderson / Williams Moved 
1st and 2nd. MOTION CARRIED 7-0 
10/21/2024 Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/15/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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Extension of Interim Regulations 
regarding Landmark Tree Preservation (1)

City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE PRESERVATION OF LANDMARK TREES AND 
EXTENDING THE INTERIM DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS WITH RESPECT TO 
LANDMARK TREES THROUGHOUT THE CITY

WHEREAS, preservation of landmark trees safeguards all cultures, heritage, and ecology of 
the city of Bellingham as represented by those trees and/or grove of trees which reflect 
significant assets of the city’s natural environment; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham’s commitment to tree management and health of the urban 
forest is reflected in the city’s Comprehensive Plan, Climate Action Plan and Urban Forest 
Plan; and

WHEREAS, the urban forest’s environmental services include stormwater mitigation, air quality 
improvement, wildlife habitat, biodiversity, food sources, as well as services critical to climate 
resiliency including carbon sequestration and temperature regulation through shade and 
transpiration; and

WHEREAS, Urban forest management aims to maximize the environmental, social, cultural 
and economic benefits that trees provide in urban areas as well as minimizing risk such as tree 
failures, storm damage or wildfire risk; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellingham is a nationally recognized member of Tree City USA; and

WHEREAS, Bellingham’s urban forest includes all trees, including landmark trees, within the 
city boundary located on public or private land; and

WHEREAS, landmark trees, and trees with special size, cultural, and/or spiritual significance, 
help form the distinctive character of a place and create a sense of community and identity; 
and

WHEREAS, the Growth Management Act, RCW 36.70A.390, allows the City to adopt an 
interim zoning ordinance or interim official control without holding a public hearing on the 
proposed interim zoning ordinance or interim official control, if the City holds a public hearing 
on the adopted interim zoning ordinance or interim official control within at least sixty days of 
its adoption, which occurred on July 15, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the GMA further provides that if the governing body does not adopt findings of 
fact justifying its action before the required public hearing, then the governing body shall do so 
immediately after this public hearing; and

WHEREAS, an interim zoning ordinance or interim official control adopted under RCW 
36.70A.390 may be effective for not longer than six months, but may be effective for up to one 
year if a work plan is developed for related studies providing for such a longer period; and
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Extension of Interim Regulations 
regarding Landmark Tree Preservation (2)

City of Bellingham
City Attorney

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington 98225

360-778-8270

WHEREAS, an interim zoning ordinance or interim official control may be renewed for one or 
more six-month periods if a subsequent public hearing is held, and findings of fact are made 
prior to each renewal;  

WHEREAS, the City is requesting the renewal of an additional six-month period in order to 
conduct the Type VI legislative process for a formal ordinance;

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM DOES ORDAIN:

Sec. 1. Findings of Fact. The City Council adopts the above "WHEREAS” recitals as findings 
of fact in support of its action, as required by RCW 36.70A.390 and RCW 35.63.200.    

Sec. 2. Purpose. The purposes of this interim ordinance are to:

a.  Provide for the identification, evaluation, designation, and protection of landmark trees 
or groves of trees within the boundaries of the city, and to provide for the preservation 
of and mitigation for the loss of trees that require removal to:

b. Stabilize or improve the aesthetic character and ecological vitality by preventing the 
untimely and indiscriminate removal or destruction of trees; and 

c. Safeguard all cultures, heritage, and ecology of the City of Bellingham as represented 
by those trees and/or grove of trees which reflect significant elements of the city’s 
natural environment; and

d. Promote climate resiliency by protecting the natural environment; and

e. Facilitate tree protection efforts by promoting site planning and horticultural practices 
that are consistent with reasonable uses of the property and granting flexibility for 
certain development standards to accommodate the protection of landmark trees; and

f. Assist, encourage, and provide incentives to private owners to encourage nomination 
of landmark trees; and

g. Promote and facilitate the early identification and resolution of conflicts between 
preservation of landmark trees resources and alternative land uses; and

h. Foster civic and neighborhood pride in the beauty and ecological value, and instill a 
sense of identity based on the City of Bellingham’s natural history; and

i. Support the goals of the Draft City of Bellingham Urban Forest Plan and 
Comprehensive Plan, and Climate Action Plan  

Sec. 3. Definitions. The following words and terms when used in this ordinance shall mean 
as follows, unless a different meaning clearly appears from the context:
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“Arborist” means an individual trained in arboriculture, the art and science of planting, caring 
for, and maintaining individual trees, and is currently certified by the International Society of 
Arboriculture or similar. 

“Building” means a structure constructed by human beings. This includes both residential and 
nonresidential buildings, main and accessory buildings.

“Committee” means the Bellingham Landmark Tree Committee (BLTC) which shall be 
comprised of one staff member from each department designated by the Planning & 
Community Development Director, the Parks & Recreation Director, and the Public Works 
Director with relevant training and experience.

“DBH” is short for Diameter at Breast Height as measured at 4.5 ft above the ground measured 
from the uphill side.  

“Dead tree” means a tree that has no live tissue or is determined to have less than 10 percent 
live tissue by a Tree Risk Assessment Qualified (TRAQ), International Society of Arboriculture 
(ISA) certified arborist.

“Director” means the Planning and Community Development Director

"Emergency action" means any action taken to a Landmark Tree that has an “severe” risk of 
imminent failure risk rating according to tree risk assessment evaluation standards 
established by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), including but not limited to 
such actions as trimming or removal that is necessary to remedy an immediate threat to 
people, structures, or health and safety.

"Grove" means a group of eight or more trees, 12 inches in diameter at breast height or 
greater that has a continuous canopy. It excludes red alders, black cottonwoods, bitter 
cherries, Lombardy poplars, invasive trees, and any tree, the entire trunk of which is in the 
public place. Trees planted as hedges or clearly maintained as such are not tree groves. A 
tree grove may be located across property lines on abutting and/or adjacent lots. 

"Invasive tree" or "noxious tree" means any tree species that is documented on the Whatcom 
County Noxious Weed Board's Class A, Class B, Class C Noxious Weed, State of 
Washington Noxious Wee Monitor List, or any Weeds of Concern Lists, except that the 
following trees shall not be considered an invasive tree or nuisance tree: Black locust - 
Robinia pseudo acacia; and Horse chestnut - Aesculus hippocastanum.

“Inventory” means the City of Bellingham’s Landmark Tree Inventory.

“Mitigation plan” means a detailed plan that documents measures to avoid and minimize 
landmark tree impacts and indicates the species, size, and location of replacement tree(s) 
specifically used to offset the unavoidable loss of a landmark tree.

"Normal pruning and maintenance" mean for trees, shrubs, and other woody plants 
compliance with American National Standards Institute A300 Tree Care standards.
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“Owner” of property is the fee simple owner of record as exists on the Whatcom County 
assessor’s records.

“Site” means a place where a landmark tree is currently located. It may be on private property, 
public property, or within the public right-of-way.

"Topping" means the cutting back of limbs to stubs within the tree's crown, to such a degree 
as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree; or the cutting back of limbs or 
branches to lateral branches that are less than half of the diameter of the limb or branch that 
is cut. Topping does not include acceptable pruning practices as described in the ANSI A300 
standards or their successor such as crown reduction, utility pruning, or crown cleaning to 
remove a safety hazard or dead or diseased material. Topping is a type of tree removal.

"Tree protection zone" means the area surrounding a tree in which excavation and other 
construction-related activities must be avoided unless approved by the Director. This area is 
delineated using a radius that is equal to one foot for every inch DBH of the tree or as 
otherwise defined by a certified arborist.  

“TRAQ” is the Tree Risk Assessment Qualification, a qualification program administered by 
the International Society of Arboriculture designed to train and assess candidates in a 
specialized field of arboriculture.

“Removal" means removal of tree(s) or vegetation, through either direct or indirect actions 
including, but not limited to, clearing, topping, or cutting, causing irreversible damage to roots 
or trunks; poisoning; destroying the structural integrity; and/or any filling, excavation, grading, 
or trenching in the drip line area of a tree which is likely to prevent the tree from regaining its 
mature size or function, or relocation of an existing tree to a new planting location.

Sec. 4. Landmark Tree Inventory. City staff are directed to create and maintain the City of 
Bellingham’s Landmark Tree Inventory using the following criteria:

a. Criteria for Determining Inclusion in Inventory. Any tree that has a DBH of 36 inches or 
greater in a healthy growing condition shall be automatically included in the City of 
Bellingham’s Landmark Tree Inventory. Black cottonwood (Populus balsamifera) trees 
are automatically excluded. Additionally, trees with one or more of the following may 
be nominated for inclusion in the Landmark Tree inventory:

i. The tree has a distinctive size, shape, or location, or is of a distinctive 
species or age which warrants a Landmark Tree status; or

ii. The tree is distinctive due to a functional or aesthetic relationship to a 
natural resource, such as trees located along ridge lines; or

iii. The tree has a documented association with a historical figure, property, 
or significant historical event; or

iv. The tree serves significant benefit for wildlife habitat such as nesting or 
feeding.
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b. For any grove of trees to be nominated and included as a Landmark Tree(s), such 
grove must be in a healthy growing condition, and one or more of the following shall 
exist:

i. The grove has a distinctive size, or location, or is of a distinctive species 
or age which warrants a Landmark Tree status; or

ii. The grove is distinctive due to a functional or aesthetic relationship to a 
natural resource, such as trees located along ridge lines; or

iii. The grove has a documented association with a historical figure, 
property, or significant historical event; or

iv. The grove serves significant benefit for wildlife habitat such as nesting 
or feeding.

Sec. 5.  Landmark Tree Preservation. No person may remove, damage, or harm any 
landmark tree without approval under this ordinance:

a. All landmark trees that may be adversely impacted by any excavation, demolition, 
construction, or utility work must be sufficiently guarded and protected by those 
responsible for such work to minimize potential injury to landmark trees. Any work which 
requires a city permit, or is designated as an exempt activity per BMC 16.60.070, and 
which may remove, damage or harm landmark trees requires approval under this 
chapter, including establishment of a tree protection zone and approval by the City in 
accordance with section 7 of this ordinance. In order to protect landmark trees, the City 
may require protective measures consistent with national arborist organizations 
standards.

b. No person may remove, damage or harm any landmark tree by any means without 
approval under this chapter, including, but not limited to, the following methods:

i. By impeding the free passage of water, air, or fertilizer to the roots of 
any landmark tree by depositing concrete, asphalt, plastic sheeting, or 
other material on the ground immediately surrounding any landmark 
tree; or

ii. By pouring any toxic material on any landmark tree or on the ground 
near any landmark tree; or

iii. By causing or encouraging any fire near or around any landmark tree; 
or

iv. By severely reducing a landmark tree’s crown by removing more than 
twenty-five percent of the tree’s foliage, except when pruning under 
utility wires or when eliminating obstructions of the right-of-way, as 
required by this chapter; or
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v. By carving, attaching any sign, poster, notice, or other object, on any 
landmark tree, or by fastening any rope, wire, cable, nail, screw, staple 
or other device to any landmark tree, Nothing in this section shall be 
construed in such a manner that forbids lighting of a decorative or 
seasonal nature, provided that such lighting is draped or wrapped 
around a landmark tree and maintained without causing permanent 
damage to the landmark tree; or

vi. By using equipment that is not generally accepted by the tree care 
industry.

Sec. 6. Landmark Tree Removal. The director may approve an application that would result 
in the removal, damage, or harm of a landmark tree upon a finding that at least one of the 
following criteria is met: 

a. The removal, damage, impact, or harm is necessary to enable construction on or 
reasonable use of the property, and the applicant has demonstrated that all 
reasonable efforts have been examined with the intent to avoid and minimize the 
removal of the Landmark Tree. When removal is proposed, applicants shall follow 
the mitigation sequential order of preference below: 

i. Avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of 
an action;  

ii. Minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action 
and its implementation, by using appropriate technology, or by taking 
affirmative steps, such as project redesign, relocation, reducing 
driveways or other impervious areas, or relocating utilities, to avoid or 
reduce impacts; and

iii. Compensating for the removal or impact at a ratio as determined by 
the director.

iv. Mitigation for individual actions may include a combination of the 
above measures. Additionally, in order to preserve or minimize the 
impacts associated with preserving a Landmark Tree, the director shall 
have the authority to reduce other development standards, such as 
setbacks, lot coverage, open space, and minimum parking 
requirements, upon a finding that the reduction will not create 
significant impacts.

b. The removal, damage, or harm is necessary to maintain utilities, access, or to 
fulfill the terms of an easement of covenant recorded prior to the adoption of the 
ordinance codified in this chapter; or

c. The tree is hazardous according to the following:
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i. The landmark tree is rated as an Extreme or High Risk hazard in a risk 
tree assessment conducted by a Tree Risk Assessment Qualified 
(TRAQ) Arborist, according to the following:

1. Extreme Risk. This category applies to trees in which failure is 
imminent and there is a high likelihood of impacting a target, 
and the consequences of the failure are severe.

2. High Risk. This category applies to trees in which 
consequences are significant and likelihood is very likely or 
likely, or when consequences are severe and likelihood is 
likely.

3. Moderate Risk. This category applies to trees in which 
consequences are minor and likelihood is very likely or likely, or 
when likelihood is somewhat likely and the consequences are 
significant or severe.

4. Low Risk. This category applies to trees in which 
consequences are negligible and likelihood is unlikely; or when 
consequences are minor and likelihood is somewhat likely;

ii. A potential target includes permanent structures or an area of 
moderate to high use;

iii. If a potential target does not exist, applicants may be limited to routine 
pruning and maintenance to mitigate hazards;

iv. Assessment of Extreme and High Risk trees:

1. If a landmark tree is assessed as an Extreme or High Risk and 
mitigation of the risk through pruning or moving of potential 
targets is not feasible, then the Director may authorize 
complete removal of the tree subject to compliance with an 
approved mitigation plan;

2. If a landmark tree is assessed as a High Risk, then the Director 
may authorize hazard pruning to mitigate the risk rather than 
removing the entire tree; 

3. If a landmark tree is rated as Moderate Risk or Low Risk, the 
Director may allow complete removal of the tree subject to 
compliance with an approved mitigation plan, hazard pruning, 
or other actions, as appropriate, to mitigate the identified risk.

Sec. 7. Exemptions. The following activities are exempt and do not require review and 
approval by the Director or a recommendation by the Committee:
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a. Normal pruning and maintenance, and

b. Work performed or authorized by a state or federal agency including, but not 
limited to the following, the Washington State Department of Transportation, 
Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S. Fish and Wildlife.

Sec. 8. Bellingham Landmark Tree Committee (BLTC)

a. Creation, Size, and Composition. The Bellingham Landmark Tree Committee 
(BLTC) shall be comprised of staff members designated by the Planning and 
Community Development Director, the Parks and Recreation Director, and the 
Public Works Director, with relevant training and experience including, for example, 
an arborist. Each department shall have one vote on the BLTC. 

b. Powers and Duties. The primary responsibility of the Committee is to identify and 
actively encourage the conservation of the city’s landmark trees by initiating and 
maintaining an inventory of landmark trees or grove of trees; to raise community 
awareness of the city’s history and ecological resources.

c. In carrying out these responsibilities, the Committee is authorized to engage in the 
following:

i. Create and maintain a comprehensive inventory of landmark trees and 
groves of trees within the boundaries of the city to be known as the City 
of Bellingham’s Landmark Tree Inventory and publicize and periodically 
update the inventory. Trees listed on the inventory shall be identified in 
the city’s GIS database to alert staff and the public as to the presence 
of a landmark tree.

ii. Review nominations to the Landmark Tree Inventory according to 
criteria in section 4 of this ordinance. 

iii. Review Applications for Removal of Landmark Tree that may result in 
the loss, removal or significantly affect trees or groves in the Landmark 
Tree inventory using criteria in section 6 of this ordinance and make a 
recommendation to the Director.

iv. Review and comment to the city council, the planning commission, or 
the hearing examiner, when a development proposal pending before 
them would impact trees on the inventory.

v. Provide information and recommendations to the city council, the 
planning commission, and the mayor generally with respect to landmark 
tree preservation, as requested.

vi. Encourage efforts by owners to maintain, rehabilitate and preserve the 
trees, provide information to the public on methods of maintaining and 
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preserving landmark trees. This may take the form of pamphlets, 
newsletters, workshops, or similar activities.

d. Process for Nominating Landmark Trees to the City of Bellingham’s Landmark Tree 
Inventory.

i. The City Council, Planning Commission, City staff, neighborhood 
association, property owner, or any person, may nominate a landmark 
tree, or grove of trees, for inclusion in the Landmark Tree Inventory. If 
someone other than the property owner nominates an individual tree, 
then the property owner(s) must be notified. 

ii. The BLTC shall consider the merits of the nomination for trees, or grove 
of trees, in accordance with the criteria in section 4 of this ordinance. If 
the BLTC finds that the nominated tree, or grove of trees, meets the 
criteria for inclusion on the Landmark Tree Inventory, the committee 
shall recommend to the Director that the tree, or grove of trees, be 
included in the Landmark Tree Inventory.

e. Removal of Landmark Trees from the Inventory. If any tree individually listed on the 
Landmark Tree Inventory is no longer deemed appropriate for designation to the 
inventory, the committee may initiate removal from such designation by the same 
procedure as provided for in establishing the designation in subsection B of this 
section. A landmark tree may be removed from the inventory without the owner’s 
consent. 

f. Effects of Listing on the Landmark Tree Inventory. 

i. The inclusion of a tree, or grove of trees, on the Landmark Tree 
Inventory means more than an honorary designation denoting significant 
association with the historic, ecological, environmental, or cultural 
heritage of the community. Landmark trees on the inventory are subject 
to heightened protection from damage or removal as noted in section 5 
of this ordinance.

ii. Prior to the commencement of any work on a site containing a 
recognized landmark tree, or grove of trees, the owner must, in addition 
to any other development permit that may be required, submit 
appropriate documentation demonstrating the protection and 
preservation of a landmark tree, or the appropriate pruning, or have an 
approved mitigation plan for removal.

iii. In addition to the variance criteria identified in Chapter 20.18 BMC, the 
hearing examiner shall consider the importance of preserving trees 
listed on the Landmark Tree Inventory when reviewing an application for 
a variance where the requested variance, if granted, would result in the 
preservation of the landmark tree.
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Sec. 9. Review Required.

a. No person, corporation or legal entity shall remove, prune, or construct any new 
building or structure, on any property that has the potential to remove, damage, or 
harm a landmark tree without review and approval by the Director or designee 
following a Type 1 process after a recommendation from the Bellingham Landmark 
Tree Committee. If the development proposal requires additional land use permits, 
then the application to remove or prune a landmark tree shall be consolidated with 
and reviewed under the process required for the permit with the highest process 
type number in BMC Chapter 21.10.

b. Application for Removal of a Landmark Tree shall include, at a minimum:

i. Applicant name and contact information,

ii. Site Plan showing limits of disturbance and tree protection zones(s) for 
landmark tree(s) proposed for retention,

iii. Species and DBH of each landmark tree proposed for removal, damage, 
or harm,

iv. Rationale for removal, damage, or harm meeting the criteria set forth in 
section 6 of this ordinance,

v. Mitigation for removal, damage, or harm through:

1. Quantity of replacement trees is calculated by multiplying the 
DBH of the subject landmark tree(s) by fifty percent (50%) to 
establish the number of replacement inches; and

2. The total number of replacement trees is the quantity needed 
such that the total caliper inches of replacement trees is equal to 
or exceeds the required replacement inches; and

3. Replacement trees shall not be Invasive Tree or Noxious Tree 
species; and

4. Trees shall be native to Puget Trough Ecoregion and/or culturally 
significant; and

5. Mitigation area shall be free of all noxious and invasive 
vegetation.

c. Maintenance and Monitoring. For each relocated or required replacement tree, 
maintenance and monitoring is required for a five-year period. The period begins 
when the replacement tree is planted. Maintenance and monitoring shall include 
the following:
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i. Sufficient maintenance actions to ensure survival of the replacement 
tree:

ii. When more than one replacement tree is required, 80 percent survival 
of new trees planted at the end of five years;

iii. When one replacement tree is required, 100 percent survival of the new 
tree planted at the end of five years;

iv. Replacement and replanting of failed trees; 

v. Photographic documentation of planting success retained for the five-
year; and

vi. Submission of year five documentation to the Planning and Community 
Development Department. 

d. Exempt activities listed under section 7 of this ordinance do not require an 
application. 

e. Review Process. 

i. The Director or designee shall forward Applications for Removal of a 
Landmark Tree to the Committee. The Committee shall review the 
application and make a recommendation to the Director. The Director 
shall not issue any permit that would authorize the removal, pruning, 
land disturbance of root zone of a landmark tree or other damage or 
harm until it receives a recommendation of approval from the 
Committee.

ii. The Committee shall only recommend removal, damage or harm to a 
Landmark Tree upon a finding that at least one of the criteria for removal 
of a landmark tree in section 6 of this ordinance is satisfied.

iii. The Committee shall recommend removal, damage or harm along with 
a mitigation plan to the Planning Director or designee.  The conditions 
in the approved mitigation plan, if any, shall become conditions of 
approval for the associated development project. After a landmark tree 
is removed the Committee shall initiate removal of the landmark tree 
from the Landmark Tree Inventory.

iv. The Director will approve, deny, or request additional information based 
on the Application for Removal of a Landmark Tree, written 
recommendation from the Committee, criteria for removal of a landmark 
tree in section 6 of this ordinance, and all land use regulations applied 
to the subject property, such as: BMC Title 22 Shoreline Master 
Program, BMC 16.55 Critical Areas, or any other tree retention 
regulations applied through a land use permit. In determining whether 
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an approval shall be granted, the submittal of a professional evaluation 
and/or a tree protection plan prepared by an Arborist may be required 
when the City deems such services are necessary to demonstrate 
compliance with the standards of this chapter. Such professional 
evaluation(s) and services may include providing a written evaluation of 
the anticipated effects of proposed construction on the viability of trees 
on a site and/or providing a hazardous tree assessment.

f. Emergency Actions. 

i. In emergency situations involving an immediate danger to life or real 
property, removal of a landmark tree is permitted without first obtaining 
approval from the Director; provided, that the following conditions are 
satisfied:

ii. The person, corporation, or other legal entity that removed the landmark 
tree must submit an application for removal of a landmark tree under this 
chapter within 14 days after the emergency situation is stabilized; and

iii. The person, corporation, or other legal entity that removed the landmark 
tree provides, within 14 days after the emergency situation is stabilized, 
the city with documentation establishing the existence of the emergency 
situation, with such documentation including at least four high resolution 
photographs evidencing the existence of the emergency situation; and

iv. The planning director subsequently approves the removal pursuant to 
this chapter.

v. If the conditions of subsection 1 of this section are not satisfied, the 
person, corporation, or other legal entity that removed the landmark 
tree without first obtaining approval from the planning director will be in 
violation of this chapter. 

g. Incentives. To incentivize the retention, preservation, or protection of a landmark 
tree that may be impacted by proposed development, the property owner may 
request consideration of any of the following or combination thereof: 

i. Reduced Setbacks, 

ii. Reduction of on-site parking requirements, 

iii. Reduction of on-site open space requirements, 

iv. Reduction in landscape planting requirements, or

v. Increase in lot coverage. 
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vi. Authorization of requested incentives shall be proportionate to the 
landmark tree(s) to be retained as determined by the director.  

Sec. 10. Fees. A nomination for inclusion on the Landmark Tree Inventory shall be 
accompanied by a fee payment to the city in an amount set by city council resolution.

Sec. 11. Violations.

a. Anyone violating or failing to comply with the provisions of this chapter, or that removes 
or causes the removal of a landmark tree shall be guilty of a civil infraction not to exceed 
$5,000 for each violation. The minimum civil penalty shall be $800.

b. In addition, to the fine, anyone violating or failing to comply with the provisions of this 
chapter that results in the unapproved removal of a landmark tree shall be subject to 
replacement planting and monitoring requirements for a period up to five years from 
the date of the removal.

Sec. 12. Conflict with other BMC Provisions.  If the provisions of this ordinance are found 
to be inconsistent with other provisions of the Bellingham Municipal Code, this ordinance shall 
control.

Sec. 13. Public Hearing Required. The City Council held a public hearing on this ordinance 
on October 21, 2024. The Council finds based on the information provided during that hearing 
and from City staff that the conditions that existed prior to the adoption of these interim 
regulations in May 2024 continue to exist, and that the public would be well served by extending 
these interim regulations to allow for the development of permanent regulations following a 
Type VI legislative process. 

Sec. 14. Effective Date. This ordinance shall remain in effect for an additional six months and 
will expire on May 19, 2025, unless the Council takes additional legislative action to extend 
these interim development regulations, amend them, or make them permanent.

PASSED by the Council this  day of , 2024.

Council President

APPROVED by me this  day of , 2024.

Mayor
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ATTEST:
Finance Director

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Office of the City Attorney

Published:
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Bill Number

Subject: An Ordinance Amending the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget - Amendment No. 15

Summary Statement: This ordinance will amend the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget to add $10.8 million to the General Fund to 
ensure the Fire and Police Departments have adequate budget authority to continue regular operations through the remainder of the 
year.

Previous Council Action: Adoption of the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget

Fiscal Impact: $10.8 Million

Funding Source: General Fund

Attachments:  1. ORDINANCE

Meeting Activity Meeting Date Recommendation Presented By Time
Third and Final 
Reading

11/04/2024 Pass Ordinance N/A 2 minutes

Recommended Motion:

Agenda Bill Contact:
Andy Asbjornsen, Finance Director

Reviewed By Department Date

Council Committee: 
Committee Of The Whole

Andrew D. Asbjornsen Finance Department 10/16/2024

Matthew T. Stamps Legal 10/16/2024
Council Action:  Hammill / Williams Moved 
1st and 2nd. MOTION CARRIED 7-0 
10/21/2024 Kimberley J. Lund Executive 10/16/2024

City Council Agenda Bill
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ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2023-2024 BIENNIAL BUDGET INCREASING 
EXPENDITURES IN THE GENERAL FUND

WHEREAS, the Fire Department and Police Department are projected to exceed 
appropriations in the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget.

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM DOES ORDAIN:

The 2023-2024 Biennial Budget is hereby amended as follows:

PASSED by the Council this  day of , 2024.

Council President

APPROVED by me this  day of , 2024.

Mayor

ATTEST:
Finance Director

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Office of the City Attorney

Fund
   Department

Revenue 
Amount

Expense 
Amount

Reserve 
Contribution/(Use)

001 - General Fund - 10,800,000 (10,800,000)
Fire - 7,000,000 (7,000,000)
Police - 3,800,000 (3,800,000)

Total - 10,800,000 (10,800,000)
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Published:

- 168 -


