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Overview
1. Project overview: how did we get here?
2. Work completed to date
3. Goals
4. Benefits and challenges

9. Next step






What Is the urban forest?

nAlIl trees, vegetation, soills, associ a
found I n towns, cl til es, and ot her C Omn

Components of Bellingham’s urban forest

street tree

forest

green infrastructure
private tree '

park tree
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Trees in Bellingham

A Comprehensive Plan

A Tree City USA community recognized nationally
A Habitat Restoration Technical Assessment
A Wildlife Corridor Analysis

PRO Plan

Land Clearing Chapter (BMC 16.60)
Critical Areas Ordinance (BMC 16.55)
Shoreline Master Program(BMC Title 22)
Park Policy (PAR 06.00.01)

Climate Protection Action Plan

Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan

Street Tree Inventory
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Trees in Bellingham
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Purpose

Create a strategic plan that helps maintain a
healthy and desirable urban forest through
well-coordinated, consistent, efficient, and
sustainable long-term urban forestry
management.







Study Area

A City boundary
A Urban growth areas

A Public and private property
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Scope of Work and Timeline

Completed 2021 Completed 2022

Two rounds of engagement
A Phase Z; spring 2022
A Phase % 2023 on draft UFMP

Work completed

PHASE 3

Plan
Development

In Process
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Phase 1:
Assessment

Tree Canopy Assessment

Street Tree Inventory

Canopy Change Analysis
Forest Structure Analysis
Wildlife Corridor Analysis

Wildland-Urban Interface
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Canopy cover comparisons
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Phase 1: Results

A The majority of existing tree canopy is on private land, City parks and
City open space.

m Other public

m Private

= ROW
= City-owned




Phase 1: Results

A The majority of tree canopy potential growth is on private land, followed by

ROW.

Right-of-Way

Private

Other Public

City-Owned Special Use
City-Owned-Other
City-Owned-Open-Space
City-Owned-Neighborhood Park
City-Owned-Community-Park

Citywide and UGA
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Phase 1: Results

A Bellingham has an overall Tree Equity Score of 89, high compared to
comparable Washington State municipalities.

Comparable Washington State Municipality U ?3‘;‘;‘3 )5‘:""'3 PDP;I:Etinn ll{.;qncflﬂ s::::;
Bellingham 89 91,482 27
Auburn 76 87,256 30
Bothell 79 48,161 14
Vancouver 78 190,915 49
Kent /8 136,588 34
Bellevue 80 151,854 34




Phase 2:
Community Values

Engagement Opportunities
A Online reports, maps, videos
A Engage Bellingham

Aapping Tool >

fSurvey |

fStories i
A 2 Open Houses S
A 2 Technical Workshops " %

1] Y

A 5 Targeted Listening Sessions ™
and Comment Booths



Phase 2 I key survey results

A Majority of survey respondents indicated they value the urban
forest primarily for its ecological, climate and health benefits

Economic benefits - _ _
Recreational benefits I- _
Health benefits [l I —
Cultural and spiritual benefits . _ _
Climate adaptation benefits | [
Ecological benefits |
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Phase 2 i~ key survey results

A 80% of survey respondents envisioned increased
canopy cover in the City of Bellingham

1%

B [ncrease canopy
cover above 40%

mMaintain canopy
cover at 40%

m Decrease canopy
cover below 40%
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Phase 2 i~ key survey results

A 58% of survey respondents ranked urban forest in the top three
when provided a list of potential priorities

affordable housing

climate resilience

urban forest
(forest + trees)

public safety

transportation options
(vehicle, bike, or pedestrian)

industry and job opportunities

athletic fields and complexes

0% 10%  20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%  80% 19



Phase 3 |
Plan Developmen

AReview policies,
programs, practices

AReview existing codes

ADevelop Vision, Goals, Strateg' 7




Bellingham's healthy and resilient urban forest enhances
Y the quality of life for all residents, supports associated

x(, ecological functions, and contributes to the climate
4%13 mitigation and adaptation needs of our entire community




C. Manage the urban forest in alignment with best practices to support healthy and s:
trees
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Goals

Goal A:Protect and expand the urban forest in alignment with

community values

Strategies:
A Improve policy, regulations and processes guiding tree protection and

planting, including protection of individual, valued trees
A Develop urban forest design guidelines and improve standards for

planting sites and right tree, right place
A Expand the urban forest, prioritizing areas with low tree equity and high

Impervious cover
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Goals -

Goal B:Protect and restore priority habitat area and movement

corridors, and forest in parks

Strategies:

A Protect and expand priority habitat areas and movement corridors, and
forest in parks

A Restore priority habitat areas and movement corridors, and forest in
parks

24



Goals

Goal CManage the urban forest in alignment with best practices to

support healthy and safe trees

Strategies:

A Establish a sustainable urban forestry program aligned with best
practices

A Establish asset management systems for urban forestry
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Goals ]

Goal D:Adapt the urban forest for climate change resilience

Strategies:
A Increase resilience in the urban forest population

A Prepare for disturbance events
A Align urban forest management with City climate adaptation and

stormwater management initiatives
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Goals

Strategies:

A Expand community education and involvement in urban forest
management

A Strengthen relationships with Native American Tribes and urban Indiger
people
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Goals

Strategies:
A Monitor performance on plan implementation
A Monitor and research change in the urban forest
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Benefits

AHuman health & well being
AGHG reductions

A Climate regulation
ABiodiversity and habitat

A Environmental quality
AUrban quality of life

A Connections to nature

A Culture & heritage

habitat and
biodiversity

P carbon
Ieslch sequestration
heating/ & climate
cooling change
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Benefits

AForests improve the quality of
stormwater entering streams, rivers,
and groundwater

A Studies have shown that forests can
iIntercept and evaporate up to 40% of
annual rainfall*

ATrees and vegetation can reduce peak

Infrastructure

*https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598023-286296
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